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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


‘THE FORMATION of a society entitled ‘‘ The Metropolitan 
Association of Chief Housing Officers and Architects’ is 
referred to by a correspondent on p. 512 


ON THE SUBFECT of appointments to local authorities’ 
panels, the Architects’ Registration Council have.approved a 
recommendation that the correct procedure for an architect to 
adopt was to write to the local association of architects and 
ask them for information and guidance in relation to the matter 
in their area. p. 521 


THE MINISTRY: OF WORKS have stated that for work 
now in progress application for an I.S. authorisation must be 
made not later than next Monday, October 22. For new 
work the procedure is explained on p. 522 


NEWS OF A MEDAL to be awarded to students for proficiency 


in various building subjects, which he hoped would become the 
hall-mark of the trained and skilled craftsman, was given by 
Mr. Dudley F. Cox, president of the L.M.B.A., at the recent 
luncheon given by the Association in honour of the Lord Mayor 
and Lady Mayoress. p. 524 


““ ONLY by bringing the building industry under public owner- 


ship will it finally emerge, and reach full fruition as a social 
service,” said Sir Luke Fawcett at a meeting between the presi- 
dents of the Employers’ and Operatives’ Federations arranged 
by the London branch of the Association of Building Technicians. 

p. 531 











LONDON versus GREAT BRITAIN 


| aenowera this heading, in our issue of July 14, 1950, we drew 

attention to the fact that despite the unanimous recom- 
mendations of the Barlow Commission and the proposals of 
the County of London and Greater London Plans, no effective 
steps were being taken to stop Greater London from ‘“‘ absorb- 
ing far too great a proportion of the population and wealth of 
Great Britain.” We indicated the necessity for concerted 
action by the Local Planning Authorities, but pointed out that 
the first es:enti.l was for the Government to adopt and enforce 
a resolute national policy of decentralisation. These views 
have recently been endorsed by Professor Gordon Stephenson, 
F.R.LB.A., A.M.T.P.1L., in his paper ‘“‘Hopes and Fears,” 
reproduced in our last issue. 


At present there is no evidence of firm Government policy, 
and therefore it might be argued that the Local Planning 
Authorities could not be blamed if they threw in their hands. 
This, however, would be a policy of despair and in point of 
fact there is much that they might do for themselves : (a) They 
could take steps to form themselves into a Greater London 
Advisory Committee, as recommended by the Clement Davies 
Committee Report of 1949; (6) They could jointly seriously 
tackle the rapid development of New Towns and the expansion 
of existing towns, in order to absorb the overspill from the 
congested and overcrowded core ; (c) The L.C.C. could tackle 
the main road and open spaces problems with much more 
enterprise than is revealed by the draft development plan they 
have prepared. 


At the recent Town and Country Planning Summer School, 
Mr. Henry W. Wells, F.R.I.C.S., indicated that the modern 
trend was towards voluntary decentralisation, but that he 
‘“knew cases where industries and workers had moved out of 
London to expanded or New Towns, only to leave the industrial 
premises thus vacated to be reoccupied by other industries.” 
We drew attention to this danger in ‘“‘London versus Great 
Britain,” more than a year ago. It is largely a result of the 
sanctity given to “‘ existing use’ by the 1947 Act, and is there- 
fore mainly a problem to be solved by Government, with the 
advantage that in solving it they will be facilitating an enl ghtened 
popular tendency. 


A pungent point made by Professor Stephenson was that full 
use should be made of the very efficient L.C.C. estate develop- 
ment and house building organisation in the development, of 
New Towns and the expansion of existing towns. We are 
aware of the difficulties, but they are not insurmountable and 
it is essential that the power of such an efficient existing organ- 
isation should be made use of and be exercised in the right 
places. If not so directed, the L.C.C. may find it hard to resist 
the temptation to employ its building force wrongly either in 
warehousing a reluctant population in, high blocks of flats, 
or in encroachments on the Green Belt. 


Adequate main roads and open spaces are necessities, not 
luxuries. ‘The waste of time and the: frustration caused by 
growing traffic congestion are intolerable and if allowed to 
continue must inevitably produce decay. Cramped surround- 
ings are inducive to cramped minds and flabby bodies. Some 
necessary new open spaces will be expensive, but existing 
beautiful open areas, such as Campden Hill, can at least be 
kept inviolate. 


We recognise that all the actions we have suggested that the 
Local Planning Authorities should themselves embark upon 
require the support of Government, particularly those relating 
to the development of New Towns, the expansion of existing 
towns, and the provision of adequate main roads. Neverthe- 
less it is the Local Planning Authorities, not the Government, 
whose responsibility it is to prepare plans and it is for them to 
show what ought to be done. If they merely wait until the 
Government tells them what to do, they will shirk their responsi- 
bilities and will give the Government every excuse for avoiding 
its responsibility to them. 
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NOTES & NEWS 


A.B.S. ACTIVITIES 


To app to the sum of £7,000 already 
subscribed to the Centenary Appeal, the 
Architects’ Benevolent Society are organ- 
ising three lively events in the near 
future. 'To take the place of the tombola 
at this year’s Building Exhibition, pictures 
and specially designed Christmas cards 
will be on sale. Those architects and 
students who are willing to present 
pictures are asked to notify the secretary 
of the A.B.S. at 66, Portland-place, W.1. 

Four architects have designed the 
Christmas cards, and it is to be hoped that 
every architect who visits the A.B.S. 
stand will purchase some, because each 
sale means a small sum added to the 
A.B.S. funds. 

So great was the success of last year’s 
ball that the committee immediately 
booked, for this year’s ball, a room at the 
Dorchester Hotel to hold 900 persons, 
and re-engaged Mr. Charles Ernesco’s 
band. ‘The tickets are £2 2s. each and 
include a sit-down supper similar to the 
very good one provided last year; also 
the successful side shows will be repeated. 


THE ARCHITECTURAL 
COMPETITION 


THE suBJECT of the light-hearted archi- 
tectural competition is a ““ Monument to 
Commemorate the Passing of the Good 
Old Days of Architecture,” which, to 
quote the conditions, ‘‘ will on no account 
be erected on a site in the middle of 
Portland-place, opposite the offices of the 
Architects’ Registration Council of the 
United Kingdom.” Competitors may dis- 
regard all building acts, bye-laws and 
regulations “ likely to restrict the free 
play of imaginative architectural design.” 
Mr. H. S. Goodhart-Rendel, Mr. Osbert 
Lancaster, Mr. John Summerson and 
Mr. Rowland Emett have agreed to act 
as honorary assessors. They will select 
seven designs in order of merit which they 
consider to be “the most appropriately 
undesirable.” Their award, placed in a 
sealed envelope, will be opened by the 
President of the Sogiety at the ball. 
However, prior to this, guests at the ball 
will be able to see the seven designs and, 
at a charge of 5s. each, will be encouraged 
to make their own individual awards, 
placing the designs in order of merit. 
Those whose judgment is found to be the 
same as that of the assessors, or closest 
to it, will receive prizes. Architects, 
students and “‘ others ” may enter for the 
competition on payment of a “ minimum 
non-returnable deposit of 10s. to the 
Centenary Appeal Fund.” 

All these lively activities have been 
designed to raise money to swell the 
Centenary Appeal Fund and fully deserve 
the whole-hearted support of the entire 
profession and, where applicable, “others.” 


LUTYENS’ APPROACH TO 
ARCHITECTURE 
AT A WELL-ATTENDED MEETING of the 
R.I.B.A. Library Group, held at 66, Port- 
Jand-place, on October 8, Mr. A. S. G. 
Butler, F.R.I.B.A., who collaborated with 
Mr. Christopher Hussey, Hon. A.R.I.B.A., 
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to produce the recently published Lutyens’ 
Memorial Volumes, gave an informal talk 
on Sir Edwin Lutyens and his approach 
to architecture. Mr. Hussey and Sir 
Edwin’s son, Mr. Robert Lutyens, were 
present, and took part in the discussion. 

The Library Group, which was formed 
in 1947, and usually meets monthly, 
provides members of the R.I.B.A. and 
users of its library with facilities’ for 
meeting others of like interest to study 
collections of books, engravings and draw- 
ings possessed by the Institute. The 
honorary secretary is Mr. Kenneth S. 
Mills, A.R.I.B.A., of 110, Kingswood- 
road, Goodmayes, Essex. 


SINKING BRITAIN 


ABOUT twenty years ago the Ordnance 
Survey slightly startled Londoners with 
the news that several of the capital’s 
apparently static features were oh the 
move. St. Paul’s Cathedral was gradually 
tilting to the south, the Tower was slowly 
sliding into the Thames, the Bank of 
England was heeling over, County Hall 
was moving up and down with the tides, 
while the railway tunnels under the river 
were in the habit of changing from 
circular to egg-shape at high tide owing to 
the weight of water on them. According 
to report, the centre of London is now 
sinking relatively to the suburbs, and, 
stranger still, the whole of Britain is 
sinking to sea level at the rate of nine 
inches every 100 years, while England itself 
is moving off in a south-westerly direction. 
For fuller information on this peculiar 
restlessness of our island, which has 
apparently been its characteristic ever 
since it parted from the Continent of 
Europe, we shall have to await thenext 
report of the Ordnance Survey,, which is 
expected shortly. 








COMING EVENTS 


MONDAY, OCTOBER 22 

INSTITUTE OF REGISTERED ARCHITECTS.—Opening of 
exhibition on “‘ The Architect and the Community.” 
Surbiton Council Chamber. Continuing until 
October 27. 

INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS.—Discussion 
on “ The Place of Electricity in a National Fuel Policy.” 
I.E.E., Savoy-place, W.C.2. 5.30 p.m. 

ECCLESIOLOGICAL Society.—‘ Flemish Brasses Re- 
used in England,” by Reginald H. Pearson. we 
Davidson Institute, Lambeth-road, S.E.1. 7 p. 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 23 

R.1.B.A.—* Concrete Finishes,” by Mr. a G 

Wim, A.R.LB.A. 66, a nd-place, W.1. 6p 
L.M.B.A. (SOUTHERN AREA unch and FO sor by 
alg E. G. Dean. Cafe ora: North End, Croycon. 

p.m 

INSTITUTE OF WELDING (NorTH LONDON BRANCH).— 
Question night. Slough Community Centre, Farnham- 
road, Slough, Bucks. 7.30 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 24 

INSTITUTE OF QUANTITY SURVEYORS 
BRANCH JUNIOR CENTRE).—‘ The Quantity Surveyor 
and the Building Contract,” by Mr. Arthur J. Willis, 
F.R.LC.S. 98, Gloucester-place, W.1. 6.45 p.m. 

INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS. —Ordinary 
meeting for election of members (5.55 p.m.) followed 
by paper on “‘ Some New Developments in Prestressed 
Concrete,” - Dr. P. W. Abeles. 11, Upper Belgrave- 
street, a 

FEDERATION OF MASTER BUILDERS (LONDON REGION). 
—Annual ladies’ night. Connaught Rooms, Great 
Queen-street, W.C. 6.15 p.m. 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 25 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ASSOCIATION 
doa Lae Bea fe a pa on “Is 
ncompatible Wit. lemocracy 
Sapa Cheat Garden, W.C.2. 6.15 p.m. 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER: 26 

INCORPORATED SALES MANAGERS’ ASSOCIATION.— 
A conference — * Avoiding Waste in Distribution. - 

Connaught Rooms, Great Queen-street, . 
9-10. 30° a.m. (first session); 10.35 a.m.—12.15 p.m. 
(second session); 2.45-4.30 p.m. (third —e 
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The prospect of the surviving inhabit- 
ants of Southern England being ultimately 
marooned on the top of Box Hill as a 
result of geological subsidence is disturb- 
ing, but as that is not likely to happen for 
at least 77,000 years, there is no need for 
immediate alarm ; in fact, there is plenty 
of time to do something about it, and we 
are hoping to hear from the protagonists 
of the new technique of soil consolidation 
that they have the matter in hand. 


ENGLISH ART AT V. AND A. 


FOUR GALLERIES (comprising rooms 121- 
126) have been reopened at the Victoria 
and Albert Museum after redecorating, 
and are now devoted to showing the 
history of the English decorative arts 
from the middle of the eighteenth century 
to the death of George IV, with special 
emphasis on furniture. A variety of 
styles is included in this period, but the 
general effect is one of exuberant fancy 
and fertile invention gradually succumbing 
to a classical discipline more and more 
rigidly applied. 


BRACKNELL APPOINTMENT 


BRACKNELL New ‘Town Corporation 
(whose chairman is Sir Lancelot Keay, 
and whose chief architect is Mr. E. A. 
Ferriby, B.Arch.(L’pool), A.R.I.B.A.) have 
appointed Mr. Geoffrey Hopkinson, 
B.Arch. (L’pool), A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I., 
as chief assistant architect, Mr. Hopkinson 
is Deputy Architect to Northampton 
County Borough, and with Mr. J. L. 
Womersley, A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I., won 
first prize in The Builder low-cost housing 
competition. He takes up his new appoint- 
ment on January 1. 


I.A.A.S. GENERAL SECRETARY 


‘THE CURRENT ISSUE of The Parthenon 
contains the following announcement: 

“By agreement with the Council, 
Major G. B. J. Athoe relinquished his 
duties as General Secretary to the Associa- 
tion on September 8, 1951. Mr. Geoffrey 
Sarjeant, as Hon Secretary to the Associa- 
tion, will be responsible to the Council for 
Headquarters’ administration, pending the 
appointment of a successor to Major 
Athoe.” 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1851 
Saturday, October 11, 1851 


Tue ‘“ AMAZON ”’ has put on her bonnet 
and shawl, the crystal fountain and the 
organs have given over playing (things 
now looking serious), the visitors from 
north, south, east, and west have gone 
home, and the policemen have left off 
counting. There is no longer a difficulty 
in getting a place in an omnibus:. the 
guests are fled, the garlands dead, and 
Knightsbridge is a deserted village, waiting 
for another Goldsmith to sing its beauties. 

. Few who were present on the 11th, 
when the Great Exhibition was closed to 
the public, will forget it. Fifty thousand 
persons inside took off their hats and 
sang ‘“‘ God Save the Queen,” and those 
who were outside did so too, and then 
they gave three mighty cheers, and then 
three more, and then the bells . rang 
horridly, and then the thing was o’er. . 
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PRESTRESSED CONCRETE BRIDGES, HAMPSHIRE 


eee like many other English 

counties which are largely rural in 
character, has many small rivers and 
streams which are bridged at numerous 
points. As part of his bridge mainten- 
ance programme the County Engineer 
decided to use prestressed concrete for 
the reconstruction of several of these 
bridges. 

So far two road and four foot bridges 
have been completed. Both the road 
bridges have a span of 34 ft., and consist 
of nine precast beams manufactured and 
post-tensioned on the Freyssinet system 
in a precast concrete works. Each beam 
is 1 ft. 6 in. wide,.1 ft. deep and weighs 
three and a half tons. 

The beams were transported to the site 
by road and were off-loaded with a five- 
ton mobile crane. Three beams were 


ORAS SO aE 


hauled across the existing bridge which 
was then demolished. The remaining 
beams were then pulled across over those 
already in position and all the beams were 
lowered by jacks on to the reinforced 
concrete pile trestle abutments. 

The longitudinal joints between the 
beams were caulked with a stiff cement 
mortar and the beams were tied together 
by transverse prestressing on the Freys- 
sinet system. ‘The exposed portions of 
the parapet beams were bush-hammered 
and the_parapet itself is of simple oiled 
oak fencing. 

The anticipated economy in construc- 
tion was proved in practice, due princi- 
pally to the following factors: (1) The 
light weight and shallow depth of the deck 
which allowed the abutments to be set 
back, on the bank in the form of simple 





Prestressed concrete road bridge in the New Forest, near Lyndhurst. 
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piled trestles, and eliminated the need for 
in situ mass concrete abutments involving 
water work. (2) The absence of false- 
work and temporary staging. (3) The 
proportionately large amount of pre- 
casting which reduced site construction 
time and the consequent transport of 
labour—an important factor in outlying 
districts. 


The same system is being used for 
other road bridges now under con- 
struction within the county. 


The foot bridges vary in span between 
34 ft. and 43 ft. and consist of two beams 
laid side by side. Each beam is made up 
of two parallel rows of hollow precast 
concrete units 4 ft. long with a prestressing 
cable running between the rows. The 
ends of the units in each line bear on each 
other through a solid concrete diaphragm. 
Every diaphragm in one line of units 
occurs opposite one in the other line. 
These were therefore precast in pairs 
and connected by a mild steel bar which 
locates the prestressing cable in its proper 
position between the rows of units. 


The cables are anchored at the ends of 

the beams in precast concrete blocks in 
, which the female Freyssinet cones were 
cast. 

Stressing was carried out using the 
Freyssinet jack from one end only. In 
the 43 ft. span bridges two cables were used 
in each beam. The exposed sides of the 
units were wire brushed as soon as the 
moulds were stripped to give an exposed 
aggregate finish. The oiled oak fencing 
was bolted to alternative diaphragm units 
with bronze studs and bushes. 

Brigadier A. C. Hughes is the county 
engineer and surveyor and Mr. E. W. 
Gifford, B.Sc., A.M.Inst.C.E., the county 
bridge engineer. The contractors for 
the road bridges were Messrs. Nettons, 
Ltd., of Christchurch, and the units were 
manufactured by the Liverpool Artificial 
Stone Co., Ltd., of Bermondsey. In the 
case of the foot bridges, Messrs. J. J. 
Udalls (Building), Ltd., of Southampton, 
were the contractors, and the Devon 
Concrete Co., Ltd., of Romsey, manu- 
factured the units. 





Left: Prestressed concrete foot bridge at Ovington, near Winchester. Right: The foot bridge at Ovington under construction showing the arrange- 
ment of units and the position of one of the prestressing cables. 















CHURCH OF ST. PETER 


THE BUILDER 


AND ST. PAUL, DOVER 


New Reredos and War Damage Repairs 


KENNETH LINDY, JOSEPH HILL AND PARTNERS, 
ARCHITECTS FOR RESTORATION 


HE Church of St. Peter and St. Paul 

at Charlton, Dover, is the work of 

James Brooks and was erected in 1883. 

Externally the church is quite unremark- 

able and typical of many churches of that 

time. It is faced with random stone with 
dressings to quoins and windows. 


Quite unlike the many florid Gothic 
reproductions of that time, the interior 
of this church is simplified to the point of 
austerity. Its proportions are excellent 
and, combined with the simplicity, the 
interior is very impressive. The only 
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defect felt for a long time was the finality 
and dullness of the east end. This is no 
reflection upon the architect, and was 
undoubtedly due to shortage of funds 
which earlier prevented anything in the 
nature of a reredos being constructed 
around and above the altar. The altar 
itself is a not uninteresting and somewhat 
unusual Gothic design. 

During the latter part of the war one 
of the last shells fired across the Channel 
landed in the churchyard, ploughed its 
way under the church and exploded. 
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The probosed new reredos which is being carried out in free Renaissance style. 
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The whole structure was badly shaken 
and the west end in particular, being 
pierced by a doorway and nine windows, 
was rendered very unstable, To appre- 
ciate fully the effect of an explosion it is 
necessary to understand this particular 
structure. ‘The construction of the church 
is similar to the old Roman principle of 
building in concrete. An external skin 
of random stone and an internal skin of 
ashlar stone and 43 in. brickwork act as 
permanent shuttering to mass concrete 
walls. Solid as this was under normal 
conditions, the absence of reinforcement 
led to multiple fractures in all directions 
when the violent shock of explosion was 
experienced. Parts of the south aisle 
wall were fractured like a spider’s-web 
and had to be demolished and rebuilt. 
Demolition and reconstruction of the west 
end, however, would have been an enor- 
mous task. 

Very extensive damage to glass, tracery, 
copings and roofing had also to be dealt 
with, but although this work is extensive, 
it presents no unusual problems. 


The architect’s services on this job come 
therefore under two headings. Firstly, 
the essential repair work and secondly, 
the beautification of the east end, for 
which funds were specifically bequeathed 
to the church. 

The work of repair is still in hand but 

“the main problem of permanently stabilis- 
ing the west end has been successfully 
concluded. In this case the presence of 
the windows appeared to localise the 
cracks between the heads of arches and the 
cills above. Some transverse cracks ap- 
peared in the piers between the windows 
but these were so nearly horizontal that 
they could safely be disregarded except 
for some grouting where practicable. 
The main point was to prevent spreading 
due to the vertical cracks or bulging in the 
horizontal plane. 


ACHIEVING STABILITY 


A method of achieving the desired 
stability was evolved by forming hori- 
zontal reinforced beams at each cill level 
and returning these into the main nave 
side walls. ‘These beams were cut into 
the mass concrete and had therefore to 
be formed in. short lengths near the 
junction with the side walls of the nave. 
The set-backs above the doorway and the 
windows were of great assistance as the 
cills could be cut down to the required 
depth and the inner skin round the 
window piers be removed and the beam 
fashioned to clasp the piers firmly to- 
gether without disturbing the concrete 
core at all. 

The axonometric detail shows the 
general principles and layout of this 
work, which has been carried out by 
Messrs. Hayward and Paramor of Dover. 

The treatment of the east end was then 
considered. It was felt that while the 
flat east wall was satisfactory in itself 
the small-scale fabric canopy and curtains 
were mean and did not provide the note of 
dominance due to the altar. A stronger 
focus upon the sacriment of the Holy 
Communion was desired and a treatment 
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Axonometric drawing showing proposed habilitation of war-damaged west end of 


Church of St. Peter and St. Paul, Dover. 

















which would suggest that the altar was 
not an end in itself but the gateway to 
something beyond. 


CONTRAST IN STYLE 


The extreme simplicity of the interior 
of the church called for, and made possible, 
a note of considerable richness, but it 
was not easy to decide upon the a:chi- 
tectural character. Richness in the 
Gothic manner — especially where colour 
is called for—was felt to be too florid. A 
complete contrast of style into a free 
renaissance design was considered. Such 
a design lent itself well to colour and the 


‘ timeless qualities of the classical forms 


were felt to be less likely to ‘“‘ date” 
than Gothic detail. 


This design has teen developed and is 
illustrated in the accompanying perspec- 
tive. The outward splay of the columns 
and pilasters produces an exaggerated 
perspective in the depth of the reredos 
while the bas-relief panel depicts in 
false perspective an archway to infinity. 
Suspended in the sky-blue background 
is the Crucifix. 


"tme general colour scheme is a soft 
green for the podium and draped pavilion 
top and black column and pilaster shafts. 
The remainder is ivory and gilt with 
touches of crimson in the single crown 
which now replaces the triple crown as a 
finial. ; 


The whole design is being carried out 
in fibrous plaster by Messrs. James 
Walker (Architectural Decorations), Ltd. 


HIGH VICTORIAN DESIGN 


HiGH VICTORIAN DesiGN: A STUDY OF THE 
ExHIBIts OF 1851. By. Nickolaus Pevs- 
ner. (London: The Architectural Press.) 
Price 12s. 6d. net. 


SEVERAL BOOKS have lately been written 
about the 185! Exhibition; the Crystal 
Palace itself has been discussed and ex- 
plained at great length, but hitherto little 
attention has been given to the exhibits it 
contained. Dr. Pevsner, in this small book, 
concentrates on a selection of 120 of these 
—mainly household furniture and fittings— 
and studies them with the object of deter- 
mining the attitude of the early Victorians 
towards the decorative arts and industrial 
design. Part of the truth about these 
predecessors of ours is clearly that they 
knew too much about stylistic decorations 
and too little: about basic design and the 
right uses of the materials and techniques 
they employed. The shapes of some of the 
objects shown are passably good, as in the 
case of the Henry Cole tea-set or the 
Wedgwood vases, but even in these in- 
stances there is too much ornament. Many 
objects have gross or distorted contours 
overloaded with decorative detail. Even the 
engineers had a stylistic complex, some of 
the heavy machinery exhibits having frames 
designed in the Egyptian or the Gothic taste. 
It is, perhaps, not surprising that an age so 
confident in its inventiveness and material 
prosperity should have been so uncertain 
and debased in its art. Dr. Pevsner’s brief 
but scholarly and penetrating study does 
much to explain why the exhibits at the 
Great Exhibition took the form they did. 


G. J. H. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


HOUSING OFFICERS AND 
ARCHITECTS 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I desire to bring to your notice 
the formation of a society entitled 
“The Metropolitan Association of Chief 
Housing Officers and Architects.’’ This 
body caters for a somewhat wider circle 
than the Society of Metropolitan Housing 
Architects and Directors about which 
you were informed on July 17, 1950, the 
latter organisation having merged its 
identity in the new one. The Constitu- 
tion of the Association, as adopted at a 
meeting on July 18 last, makes clear that 
the objects include (1) the promotion of 
good municipal housing practice in the 
Metropolitan area; (2) the provision of a 
means of interchange of information and 
views upon the specialist problems of 
such housing work; and (3) the making of 
representations to other authorities or 
organisations upon these problems. 
Membership to the Society is limited to 
Chief Officers whose duties are primarily 
connected with housing, and the Associa- 
fion will thus cater for a section of Local 
Government. Officers whose professional 
interests are not entirely covered by any 
single body. Nevertheless, it is the 
earnest desire of members to collaborate 
with national or regional bodies whose 
objects are in any way similar. 
H. C. Hampton, [F.R.I.C.S., 
A.M. Inst.C.E., F.Inst.H.S.G.] 


Housing Department, 
128-134, Baker-street, W.1. 


APPRENTICES IN THE BUILDING 
INDUSTRY 


'To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—For some time I have been 
following the correspondence appear- 
ing in your journal and the daily news- 
papers regarding the lack of apprentices 
in the building trade, and in trying to find 
the reason for this serious situation, also 
the remedy ; I am forced to the conclusion 
that one of the main causes, and I think 
the greatest obstacle to increasing recruit- 
ment, can be found in the working rule 
agreement. 

If one refers to the table given below, 
which is based on the working rule agree- 
ment and London rate of pay for crafts- 
men and labourers at 3s. 3d. and 2s. 94d. 
per hour respectively, one finds that there 
is a wide margin between the rate for age 
wages for apprentices and young male 
labourers, and that the older they get the 
bigger the margin becomes in favour of 
the labourer, until he reaches the age of 18 
and then receives the full labourer’s rate 
of 2s. 94d. per hour. The apprentice, 
however, has to wait a further two years, 
until he is 20, before he exceeds this 
amount and then only by $d. per hour. 


APPRENTICES. LABOURERS. 
Tradesmen’s Hourly Labourers’ Hourly 
rate . 
percent. s. 
25 


334 
50 
624 
75 
874 


From these scales, I submit that owing 
to the wide difference in rates, particularly 
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at the age of 18, when a young labourer 
receives the large amount of 33s. 5}d. 
per week (44 hours) more than the appren- 
tice, a boy is encouraged to become a 
labourer rather than serve a longer appren- 
ticeship to a craft. 


Both employers and unions are to 
blame for this Gilbertian situation for 
they have agreed the rates, and the sooner 
this blind alley for the making of dead-end 
kids is closed the sooner boys will be 
encouraged to enter the craft. 


The remedy is simple if those respons- 
ible have the courage to put it into opera- 
tion and have the welfare of these boys at 
heart. Put them all on the apprentices’ 
scale. 

V. Simmons. 


27, Hampton-road, 
Worcester Park, Surrey. 


RESALE OF HOUSES BUILT 
UNDER LICENCE 


To the Editor of The Builder 


gaa completely endorse your cor- 

respondent’s suggestion that the 
present regulations restricting the selling 
price of a house built under licence should 
be reviewed. 


This is particularly true in the case of 
houses built during the immediate post- 


war period. Licences were then issued . 


for houses to cost £1,300 to £1,400, 
according to the vicinity in which they 
were built, inclusive of site. ‘These 
values bore little relation to. the cost of 
similar houses being built in the same 
period by local authorities, and-are still 
less related to present costs, yet the con- 
trolled selling prices of these dwellings 
is still £1,300 to £1,400, inclusive. 


Even in those days a house costing no 
more than £1,200 to build required the 
utmost ingenuity and economy in design 
and finishings, and the owner-occupier, 
though duly thankful to be permitted to 
build at all, had perforce to accept a very 
modest dwelling. ‘The result of this was 
that only the minimum was provided under 
the building contract and the owner has 
been obliged to improve his house little 
by little as opportunities arise. Having 
done all this, he now finds himself the 


‘possessor of a house which could not be 


replaced at the controlled selling price 
and which in the open market would 
probably realise at least twice that sum. 


If, in addition, the owner’s private cir- 
cumstances have changed making it 
necessary for him to live in another dis- 
trict, his only course according to the 
regulations is to sell at a figure which 
would preclude him from _ obtaining 
another dwelling of his own without loss 
and further capital expenditure. 


In view of the extremely small number 
of private licences- issued, most of which 
are for prospective owner-occupiers, I 
submit that thes opportunity for private 
gain at the expense of the community 
would be negligible if these controls were 
removed and that legislation to this end 
should be introduced forthwith. 


E. C. Mason. 
Invicta Cottage, 
Eastergate, near Chichester. 


October 19 1951 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—It is agreed that a house could not 
now be built at a figure quoted in 
September, 1950; therefore the building 
licence for an identical house would be 
based on present-day costs and the selling 
price fixed accordingly. 

There would be an anomaly if two 
identical houses built at different dates, 
i.e., one licensed and built on costs pre- 
vailing in 1950, and one licensed and. built 
on present-day costs, were offered for sale 
at the same time. 

It is to be borne in mind that the prim- 
ary object of licences for private houses is 
to provide houses to those in need of a 
home who desire to build one for their 
own occupation, see Circular No. 108/48, 
issued by Ministry of Health, June 25, 
1948. Paragraph 8 particularly mentions 
that licences should not be issued in 
respect of houses built for sale to unknown 
persons. 

When the time comes that restrictions 
on building are no longer necessary, if 
such a time ever arrives, it is fair to 
assume that the market price of the two 
houses mentioned above would be identical 
even though the original costs differed. 


A. F. Cuttton [A.R.I.C.S.] 


85, The Walk, 
Potters Bar, Middlesex. 


To the Editor of The Builder 
IR,—Further to my letter and your 
observations published on October 5, 

I thought it more advisable to write on 
contracts than answer pointedly Mr. 
Chilton’s questions, because when the 
selling price of a property has been fixed, 
a contract has been made, and what we 
may think or say about it afterwards is of 
no consequence. 

I had a client who managed to obtain 
a licence on the grounds of urgency ;_ 
the licence was granted. On completion 
and after occupation for only two months, 
he was offered three times as much as the 
fixed price for his house., To-day, he is 
very annoyed because he cannot sell his 
house for another two years, I consider 
that action of this kind may prevent the 
more sincere and genuine type of applicant 
from securing a building licence for 
erecting a dwelling to house his wife and 
children, and is just the kind of thing the 
regulation was designed to stop. 


W. MacDonaLp. 
16, Chiswick-lane, W.4. 


HANDLING CEMENT IN BULK 


A reply to the Cement Marketing 
Company’s letter on this subject will be 
found on page 529.—Eb. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


FOUNDATIONS FOR HOUSES AND OTHER 
SMALL STRUCTURES. By W. H. Elgar. 
(London: Architectural Press.) Price 
12s. 6d. 

THe Ace oF Wren. By Ralph Dutton. 
(London: B. T. Batsford, Ltd.) Price 42s. 

A Concise BUILDING’ ENCYCLOPADIA. 
Third Edition. Compiled by T. Corkhill. 
(London: Sir Isaac Pitman and Sons, Ltd.) 
Price 20s. 
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View from east_side of Tavistock-square. 


THE TAVISTOCK HOTEL, TAVISTOCK SQUARE GW C 


C. LOVETT GILL AND PARTNERS, F/ARIBA, ARCHITECTS 
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Typical upper-floor plan. 
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The ground-floor plan. 
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HE hotel is situated on 
the south side of 
Tavistock-square, and has 
a return frontage to Upper 
Woburn-place, and is the 
only new hotel to be built 
for many years in the 
Bloomsbury district. It is 
planned on up-to-date lines, 
with a bathroom to every 
bedroom. In addition, 
each bedroom has a fitted 
wardrobe, wireless, tele- 
vision and G.P.O. tele- 
phone. 


Work on the hotel began 
in April, 1950, and was 
completed, with furnishings 
by May this year in order 
to cater for visitors arriving 
for the Festival of Britain. 


Although 80 ft. high, 
the building contains only 
77 bedrooms. The ground 
floor comprises the en- 
trance hall, small lounge 
and cocktail bar. The 
restaurant, kitchen and 
cloakrooms are situated in 
the basement, as are the 
usual offices in connection 
with the kitchen and staff. 


The architects were 
Messrs. C. Lovett Gill and 
Partners, F./A.R.I.B.A, 


The general contractors 
were Messrs. Mullen and 
Lumsden, Ltd., of London. 


The principal sub-con- 
tractors were as follows :— 


Steelwork, Dorman, 
Long and Co., Ltd. ; arti- 
ficial stone, Empire Stone 
Co., Ltd.;_ bricks, A. H. 
Herbert and Co., Ltd.; 
hollow floors and terrazzo 
work, Diespeker and Co., 
Ltd. ; joinery, Mullen and 
Lumsden, Ltd.; wrought 
ironwork, George Wright 
(London), Ltd. ; iron 
staircases, S. W. Farmer 
and Son, Ltd. 

Lifts, Waygood Otis, 
Ltd. ; kitchen fittings, Fal- 
kirk Iron Co., Ltd. ; sus- 
pended ceiling to ground 
floor, Sundeala Board Co., 
Ltd. ; mechanical ventila- 
tion, Stitson White and 
Co., Ltd.; windows, A. 
Beanes and Co., Ltd.; 
wall tiling, Edward 
Marshall, Ltd.; as- 
phalt, Asphalte Paving 
Co., Ltd. ; marble, Anselm 
Odling and Sons, Ltd. 
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The entrance hall 
with lounge beyond. 
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TAVISTOCK HOTEL, 
TAVISTOCK SQUARE 


Left : The cocktail bar. 

Below: The restaurant 

(in basement) and (right) 
a bedroom. 
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Exit from loading bank into Colombo-street. 


Main entrance to loading bank, Blackfriars-road. The gates, the wall medallion and the lettering are in aluminium. The 
brickwork is in multi-coloured sandfaced Sussex stocks with stone dressings. 


- CANTEEN AND LOADING BANK, RUNNING HORSES YARD, SE1 
For Messrs. J. Sainsbury, Ltd: 


PERCY GRAY, ARIBA (HOOPER, BELFRAGE AND GRAY), ARCHITECT 


i ee site of these buildings is very irregular, and is 
situated about 250 yds. south of Blackfriars 
Bridge. The main factors responsible for the plan- 
ning arrangements are, first, the circulation of vehicles 
in relation to the adjacent units of the clients’ central 
depot group, second, the use of Blackfriars-road as a 
waiting area and third, the direction of the depot staff 
to the canteen across the gardens of Christ Church 
which dictated the position of the main entrance. 

The loading bank is designed to provide two working 
floors for the return, sorting and dispatch of empty 
food containers of every description. The first floor 
is served by a system of two-way elevators operated by 
a simple push-button system at either end. In case of 
emergency should Blackfriars-road be denied as a 
waiting area, it is possible within a very short time to 
interchange various pieces of the structure to obtain 
a complete change of direction in the vehicle flow. 

The canteen is designed to work continuously for 
24 hours a day with a maximum seating capacity of 
350 at any one time, exclusive of the officials and 
directors. In addition to the canteen proper, accom- 
modation is provided for those members of the 
housekeeping department who are responsible for 
welfare facilities at all the retail shop branches. The 
principal object in the design of the service layout was 
to eliminate as far as possible all overhead pipes which 
would form dust ledges. Pipes and cables, therefore, 
pass through an underground tunnel off which there 
is a comprehensive system of watertight floor ducts 
to all parts of the building. To eliminate additional 
obstacles in the kitchen working space the 56-ft.- 
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Ground-floor pian. Below: 


long glazed canopy is completely suspended from the 
roof trusses. The object of the principal group of 
windows to Collingwood-street is to provide the 
maximum sense of the open air by obtaining the fullest 
possible view of the trees immediately opposite. Con- 
sideration has been given to the possible use of this 
building for an alternative purpose and sections of the 
structure are designed to be readily removed in case of 
necessity. 

The main construction consists of a vibrated rein- 
forced concrete frame, prefabricated on the site, 
precast concrete floor units and purlins, brick cavity 
walls, metal windows and combined asbestos cement 
roof sheeting. ‘The main hall and kitchen have a 
lining of insulating plaster finished with a cotton- 
based mural rexine throughout, to eliminate main- 
tenance on decorations. ‘The external glazing to the 
main hall roof is in aluminium and wired glass, and 
internally in loose corrugated ‘‘ Perspex.’’ The shutters 
across the main servery opening and the bar are in 
duraluminium and the general finished metals in the 
kitchen and canteen are to match. The granwood 
floor to the main hall is in a mottled pattern of green 
and natural, with the walls and ceiling in beige mural 








The main servery counter. 


rexine. The tables are formica topped in pale green 
and shell pink, with natural hide to the chair seats 
and chromium framing to both. The lighting is 
fluorescent throughout and the general effect is one of 
pleasing colour and cleanliness. 
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Elevation to Collingwood- 

street showing the principal 

group of windows designed 

to give an open-air out- 

look from the canteen. The 

main entrance can be 
seen also. 
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The storage cylinders for the ‘steam, heating and hot above, the gas, water and telephone mains pass in to the 
water supply for the canteen are placed in thebasement. basement and the whole continue to the canteen through 
The heating units are electroid boilers which operate a tunnel under the roadway. This work was planned by 
only during off-peak-load periods. In addition to the the company’s Chief Engineer. 





View showing the seating capacity of the canteen. 
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The general. contractors were 
Messrs. William Willett, Ltd., 
London. 

The principal, sub-contractors and 
suppliers were as follows :— 


R. E. Eagan, Ltd. (The London 
Ferro-Concrete Co., Ltd.), r.c. steel struc- 
ture ; Asbestos Cement Roofings (Lon- 
don), Ltd., roofing; Luxfer, Ltd., metal 

» windows and glazing ; Paterson Hughes 
Engineering Co., Ltd., mechanical con- 
veyors, etc.; Frazzi, Ltd., composition 
roofing ; Highways Construction, Ltd., 
pitchmastic flooring ; Gyproc Products, 
Ltd., acoustic plaster ceiling, etc. ; 
Yannedis and Co.,’ Ltd., aluminium 
lettering ; G. A. Harvey and Co. (Lon- 
don), Ltd., glass covered canopies, ete. ; 
Richard Whittington and Co., Ltd., 
services ; Stuarts Granolithic Co., Ltd., 
granolithic paving. 


Bell Bros. and Co. (London), Ltd., 
lighting ; Carter and Co. (London), 
Ltd., tiling ; Haskins, balustrading, etc. ; 
Stevens and Adams, Ltd., and Gran- 
wood Flooring Co., Ltd., flooring ; 
Gaskell and Chambers (London), Ltd., 
counter and cabinet fittings to bar; 
Gardiner and Gulland, Ltd., aluminium 
service counter; William Briggs and 
Sons, Ltd., asphalt roofing, etc. ; 
Expanded Metal Co., Ltd., reinforce- 
ment in foundations ; Cooper Wettern 
and Co., Ltd., reconstructed stonework. 


John Bolding and Sons, Ltd., sanitary 
fittings ; Parker, Winder and Achurch, 
Ltd., ironmongery ; Frank Bros., en- 
trance gates, etc.; Haywards, Ltd., 
gratings ; S. W. Farmer and Sons, Ltd., 
steel chequer plates; Rumere, Ltd., 
metal barrier rail ; Dover Engineering 
Works, Ltd., floor unit frames, etc. ; 
Imperial Chemical Industries, Ltd., 
wall lining; Robert W. Coan, Ltd., 
aluminium plaque ; F. G. Angello-del- 
Cauchferta, sculpture and casting of 
bronze model ‘‘ Running Horse.” 





These windows afford an excellent view of the trees immediately opposite. 





CANTEEN AND 
LOADING BANK, 
LONDON, SE1 





The directors’ dining-room. 
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General view of hall. Below : Detail of information centre. 


Information Centre, Charing Cross 
District Station 


JACK HOWE, ARIBA, MSIA, ARCHITECT 


THE INFORMATION CENTRE illustrated is at 
Charing Cross District Station and has been 
provided by London ‘Transport Executive to 
serve British Railways, London ‘Transport, 
Provincial and Scottish buses and the Festival of 
Britain. The Centre has been carried out by 
Messrs. Beck and Pollitzer, Ltd. 


* . . . . * . . 
° . . . . . ¢ Ss \* 
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A FRENCH HOUSING 
REFORMER 


An Appreciation of the Work of 
M. Raoul Dautry 


By B. S. TOWNROE, Hon, ARIBA 


M RAOUL DAUTRY, a former Minister 

responsible for the French Railways, 
who died recently, exercised during his 
career a significant influence on French 
town planning and housing. 


I first met him soon after the Armistice 
in 1918. He was then Chief Engineer to the 
Nord Railway, which served many of the 
towns and villages in the war-devastated 
areas. In addition to the rebuilding of rail- 
way stations and bridges, he had to provide 
homes for many thousands of railwaymen 
and their families. After studying the work 
of Sir Ebenezer Howard at Letchworth and 
Welwyn Garden City, and consulting with 
many architects, he decided that the time had 
come to depart from the pre-war system 
of high apartment dwellings, so popular in 
France, and to create garden cities. 


Within a few years he built 35 so-called 
garden cities, some of which can be seen 
by travellers on the train from Calais to 
Paris. Some are in fact garden villages, but 
all included detached houses with gardens, 
and all were provided with recreation 
grounds and buildings for such social ser- 
vices as maternity clinics, créches and 
domestic science schools. They were hous- 
ing estates, planned from the outset to pro- 
vide homes plus amenities for education and 
recreation for all the tenants. 


In 1925 I spent some time visiting the 
Garden City at Longueau a few miles south 
of Amiens on the main line to Paris, also 
the garden village at Lens, the colliery town 
which was the centre of such bitter fighting 
during the war, and elsewhere in north- 
eastern France. Within 30 months there 
were completed in these centres 15,000 
houses, each with at least four rooms. They 
were constructed of a sort of basic slag 
cement, and were let at that time for about 
16 francs per month, the equivalent of six- 
pence to a shilling a week. 


M. Dautry also found that during the 
transition period from war to peace it was 
necessary to provide temporary homes which 
could: be moved from centre to centre. There 
was plenty of wood available in Alsace and 
some 500 portable bungalows made of 
Alsatian timber were constructed and let at 
about 3d. a week. I visited one of these 
a few days after it had been moved to a new 
site and found the family extremely satis- 
fied with the comfort and convenience of 
the bungalow. They were especially pleased 
with the outside verandah, which the house- 
wife used as a scullery and washhouse dur- 
ing the day, and where the tenant, a railway 
guard, used to sit with his children in the 
evening. 


Post-War Headway 


When later all the French railways were 
nationalised, M. Dautry was appointed to 
administer the combined systems, and in time 
he became the equivalent of our Minister 
of Transport. In 1940, when France was 
occupied by the Germans, he retired into 
the country, but in secret was able to assist 
the Allies in many ways. 

After the liberation of Paris he was 
appointed Minister of Reconstruction, under 
General de Gaulle and he and his officials 
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were in close consultation with the British 
Ministries of Health and Works. M. Dautry 
told me that the war enabled rapid headway 
to be made with town planning, for during 
the German occupation, thousands of archi- 
tects, surveyors and municipal officials found 
themselves with too much leisure. The 
Petain Government therefore, decided to give 
occupation to as many of these men as pos- 
sible on the preparation of plans, especially 
of towns which had been heavily damaged 
during the battle of France. In some dis- 
tricts, as in Normandy, fresh problems had 
been created owing to the immense destruc- 
tion of French property by Allied bombers. 
It was, for example, necessary to reconsider 
the plans already approved for the future 
of cities like Havre and Caen, or towns like 
Falaise and Dieppe. However, by 1945 the 
town plans of many centres had passed 
through all the necessary stages of approval 
by the local councils, the county councils 
and the State. 

I had the opportunity of discussing with 
M. Dautry his ideas on how to provide for 
the post-war housing shortage. He was 
strongly. in favour of using individual 
initiative. He had discussed the various 
factors involved with responsible British 
civil servants, and was anxious to raise 
housing standards. As a long-term policy, 
he was interested in the Bevan plan of 
campaign, but thought that it would take 
too long to be suitable for France, where 
housing was in a lafmentable condition. 


Self-Built Homes 


M. Dautry therefore decided as a short- 
term policy to call upon the French people 
to provide their own housing. He circulated 
to town halls plans of simple bungalows 
with. instruction on methods of manufac- 
turing bricks and tiles, and cutting up trees 
in order to make roof timbers and floors. 
By various means capital was provided to 
pay for the cost of these improvised homes. 

It must be admitted that some were of 
an extremely low. standard. In _ one 
country village I discovered that a farmer 
and his wife had converted a large pigsty 
into a low bungalow with three rooms. In 
the port of Le Havre, where in a few heurs 
American bombers had laid waste over 
half a square mile of buildings, M. Dautry 
agreed with proposals put forward by the 
local council. Women and children were 
employed to search through the ruins, pick 
out undamaged bricks, knock off the 
plaster, and then place the recovered bricks 
in heaps. Simple plans of rows of terrace 
houses were circulated to men who were 
ready to build. The old bricks were used 
again to erect» scores of temporary homes. 
They were not attractive in appearance, but 
the city engineer of an English city told 
me that in his view they were better built, 
and more waterproof and windproof than 
some of the flimsy prefabricated bungalows 
which were then being erected on English 
housing estates. The Dautry policy, with 
all its obvious drawbacks, provided shelter 
for millions of homeless Frenchmen. To- 
day, the town plans are becoming realities. 
Progress has been slower than was 
originally anticipated, because owing to the 
present necessity to rearm rapidly, money 
that was promised has not always been 
available, and consequently rebuilding 
schemes have been held up. Nevertheless, 
M. Dautry accomplished much during the 
chaotic period after two great world wars. 
Given peace in Europe, the work of his 
Ministry of Reconstruction and Planning 
will, sooner or later, come to fruition. 


ARCHITECTS’ 
REGISTRATION COUNCIL 


Seventy-eighth Ordinary Meeting 


PPHE Architects’ Registration Counc:l of 
the United Kingdom has reaffirmed a 
previous decision that it was an infringement 
of the code of professional conduct for archi- 
tect’s names to appear in the classified lists 
of members contained in the Year books of 
Chambers of Commerce. 

This arose from a complaint received by 
the Professional Purposes Committee with 
regard to Holborn Chamber of Commerce. 
The Committee had considered representa- 
tions made to them that the restriction was 
unnecessary and undesirable but had resolved 
to adhere to their previous decision that the 
practice was undesirable as a form of 
advertising and, therefore, an infringement 
of the code. 

On the subject of the appointment of 
architects to local authorities’ panels, the 
Professional Purposes Committee stated that 
they had considered the matter referred back 
to them by the Council at the June meeting 
and were of opinion that the decision at 
their last meeting could not be sustained. It 
would be incorrect for an architect to write 
to a local authority to enquire whether they 
kept a panel of architects for outside work. 
They accordingly recommended to the Council 
that the correct procedure for an architect 
to adopt was to write to the local associa- 
tion of architects and ask them for informa- 
tion and guidance in relation to the matter 
in their area. This recommendation was 
approved by the Council. 

The Finance and General Purposes Com- 
mittee reported that on September 21 there 
were still 332 retention fees unpaid and 10 
payments of 10s. only. The names of those 
architects whose fees remain unpaid would 
be struck off the Register failing payment by 
November 12, with the exception of archi- 
tects resident overseas who would be granted 
an extension of time in which to pay. 

The Council approved the admittance of 
268 applicants to the register.. Of these 
266 qualified by examination under sec- 
tion 6(1)(c) of the Principal Act, and two 
qualified under section 6(1)(d) of the Principal 
Act, under Regulation 26(4)—Architects 
resigned, seeking readmission. 

Various changes in membership of the 
Board of Architectural Education and the 
Professional Purpose8 Committee were 
agreed by the Council. On the Board of 
Architectural Education, the death was 
noted of Mr. A. J. Davis and the resigna- 
tions were noted of Mr. R. Furneaux Jordan, 
Mr. J. J. Grogan, Dr. G. I. Sinclair, Sir 
Graham Savage, Mr. S. E. T. Cusdin. The 
following appointments were confirmed in 
succession:— Mr. Michael Pattrick, (A.A. 
School of. Architecture); Mr. H. Kelly 
(N.F.B.T.O.); Mr. E. W. Maynard Potts 
(Incorporated Association of Headmasters); 
Mr. J. Brown (Education Officer, L.C.C.); 
Mr. Anthony M. Chitty (President of the 
Architectural Association). 


In the Professional Purposes Committee, 
the nomination by the Royal Institute of 
British Architects, under the “ gentlemen’s 
agreement,” of Mr. E. D. Lyons was con- 
firmed. 


Surveyor to Leeds University 
Mr. A. L. Knighton, F.I.A.A. and S., 


L.R.LB.A., .A.L.Struct.E., M.R.San.1., has 
been appointed Surveyor of the Fabric at 
the University of Leeds. : 











BUILDING STEEL 


Details of Allocation Scheme 


A* already announced by the Ministry 
of Supply, the allocation of steel, 
which was freed from control in May, 
1950, is to be re-introduced. In general, 
the Ministry of Works states, the scheme 
will be the same as that which was then 
in force except that alloy steel will be 
controlled under a separate scheme and 
cast-iron will not be included in the 
allocation arrangements. For- work now 
in progress application for an I.S. author- 
isation for steel must be made on Form 
M.O.W. 2065, to the address from which 
the building licence was obtained not later 
than next Monday, October 22. For new 
work the procedure is explained below. 
The following types of steel will be 
subject to the allocation arrangements :— 

Ingot ; 

Billet, bloom, slab ; 

Sheet bar, tinplate bar ; 

Plate—Heavy (that is, & in. thick or thicker), medium 
(that is, under %& in. but not less than 3 mm. thick), 
(and whether coated or uncoated) ; 

Sheet (that is, under 3 mm. thick but 18 in. wide or 
wider), (and whether coated or uncoated or coiled 
or not coiled or cut or not cut in lengths), other than 
sheet having guaranteed specified electrical properties ; 

Tinplate, terneplate, blackplate, silver-finished plate ; 

Angle, channel, tee, joist, piling section, other sectional 
material (but being in every case unfabricated) ; 

Round, rod, square, hexagon, flat, other section and 
shape (and whether black or bright) . 

Rail, sleeper, fishplate, soleplate ; 

Hoop, rey 3 (and whether coated or uncoated, and 

ether hot or cold rolled) ; 

‘Tube, pipe ; 

Tyre, axle, disc centre, wheel—for vehicles running on 
rails or in channels ; 

Block for forging, block for pressing, forging, drop 
forging ; 

Colliery arch, and accessories therefore, pit prop ; 

Large spring (that is, a laminated or volute or coil 
spring made either of round rod of not less than 
ts in. diameter or of other material of a corresponding 
cross-sectional area) ; 

Wire rod ; 

Wire (whether plain or barbed), (and whether coated or 
uncoated) ; 

Wire rope, wire strand. 


The purchase of manufactured fitments 
such as steel windows, cookers, meters, 
will not require an authorisation. For 
sheet steel the present arrangements will 
continue. 

A notice has been sent to all registered 
building and civil engineering contractors 
telling them how to apply for steel author- 
isations for licensed building work in 
progress at the time, this includes steel 
for which the Preferential Treatment 
Certificate or D.O. symbol has _ been 
awarded. For this purpose Form M.O.W. 
2065 is to be used and one form submitted 
foreach job. Additional copies of the form 
are available at Ministry of Works 
licensing offices. Henceforth all appli- 
cations for new building licences should 
state the requirements of steel for delivery 
after December 2. 

Builders engaged in contracts for Govern- 
ment departments, local authorities, and 
nationalised undertakings, where the work 
is not subject to licence, should look to 
the department or authority for whom 
they are working to ensure that steel 
authorisations are issued before December 
3, to cover all their needs after that date.* 
This applies both to new work and to work 
in progress. It will be for local authorities 





* For the purposes of this notice, date of delivery of 
steel for a building job is the date of delivery of the steel 
(fabricated or untabricated) to the building site, This 


means that steel delivered to a fabricator (e.g., a con- 
structional engineer) before December 2 for delivery 
to the site after that date should be included in the 
requirements for delivery after December 2. 
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to issue steel authorisations for private 
enterprise housing which they have 
licensed (after application by the licence- 
holder on M.O.W. form 2065); it will 
also be the duty of local authorities to 
secure from the Ministry of Local Govern- 
ment and Planning steel authorisations 
to cover the requirements of their own 
housing schemes, whether carried out by 
direct labour or under contract. 

A special arrangement is being made for 
conduit and other steel required for 
electrical installation work. Electrical con- 
tractors who are members of the Electrical 
Contractors Association (or the E.C.A. 
of Scotland) are being asked by their 
association to submit their requirements 
of steel for use directly on electrical 
installation work in building.- Other elec- 
trical contractors should submit their 
requirements of steel for this purpose 
either to the association at Africa House, 
Kingsway, W.C.2 (or in Scotland, at 55, 
Frederick-street, Edinburgh, 2), or to the 
Directorate General of Building Materials, 
Ministry of Works, Lambeth Bridge 
House, S.E.1. 

Small quantities of steel may be bought 
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in any one month without an authorisation, 
on submission of a certificate made out 
in a form to be specified in the order to be 
made by the Ministry of Supply. Details 
are as follows :— 


Category 
Heavy plates (i.c., %& in. thick or 
thicker) coated or uncoated ; 
sections, joists, and bars not 
included in category (iii) 
ii Medium plates (i.e., under i in., ep 
but not less than 3 mm. hick) 


Quantity 


1 ton 


coated or uncoated 10 cwt. 

iii Sections 4 ang inches and under; 
channel 3 in. web and under; 
joists under 3 in. web; rounds, 
squares and hexagons under 3in.; 
flats 5 in. wide and under 

iv Sheets (i. Er under 3 mn. thick, 
but 18 in. wide or wider) coated 
or uncoated (other than sheet 
having ene specified elec- 
trical properties) 10 cwt. 

Vv Tinplate, terneplate, blakplate, silver; 


1 ton 


finished plate 0 double 
eam of 
lton 
vi Hoop and strip - 10 cwt. 
vii Tubes and pipes (including elec- 
trical “rae a5 cwt. 
viii Forgings ‘ - 1 ton 
ix Drop forgings . 1 ton 
x Wire (whether plain’ or barbed and 
whether coated or uncoated) 5 cwt. 


xi Wire rope; wire strand .. “is 5 cwt. 


(Delivery of this quantity in any category will not eee 
judice delivery up to the specified amount in ano 


category.) 





THE FUTURE OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
Danger of Loss of Responsibility 


lier”) local government was in danger 
of losing its distinctive self-govern- 
ing character was a view expressed by 
Mr. C. Kent WriGcut, B.A., Town Clerk 
of Stoke Newington, when he spoke of 
the cross-roads facing local government 
at the Town and Country Planning Sum- 
mer School, Oxford, on September 20. 

Most people, he said, seemed to be 
agreed that an overhaul of the local 
government system in this country was 
overdue, but there were many conflicting 
views as to the form it should take. 

He went on to speak of the evolution of 
present local government authorities and 
remarked that the areas of many authorities 
were based upon older historic areas and 
there were many anomalies. The counties, 
for example, ranged from Rutland, which 
had a population of about 20,000, to 
Middlesex, which had more than 2,000,000. 
Again the county boroughs ranged in 
population from 1,107,000 in Birmingham 
to 26,490 in Canterbury. Equally start- 
ling discrepancies were apparent in the 
population of urban districts. Since 1946 
many functions had been transferred from 
local authorities to Government depart- 
ments or to ad hoc bodies, and from the 
smaller local authorities to county councils. 

One of the major criticisms of what had 
been done since 1946 was, he thought, 
that it had been essentially “‘ piece-meal ” 
legislation and that it had burked the real 
issue of the overhaul of the local govern- 
ment structure ; that the changes which 
had been effected had been more in accord- 
ance with the aspirations of the planners 
than with those of the citizens for whom 
they were supposed to plan; that the 
concept of “‘ genuine local government ”’ 
had been increasingly ignored ; that size 
did not necessarily mean efficiency ; 
and that there had been a “ deplorable 
tendency”’ of more and more bodies 
becoming nominated ones. 





Setting out what he conceived to be the 
alternative roads which were open to 
local government in this country, Mr. 
Kent Wright said :— 

My first “ cross-roads”’ is real local 
Government versus central control and 
bureaucracy. The primary factor in the 
relationship of central government depart- 
ments and local authorities is finance. A 
local authority may not spend money unless 
it has statutory authority todoso. Central 
financial control has three principal forms. 

First there is the control exercised on 
the capital expenditure of local authorities 
by means of the granting or withholding 
of loan sanctions. Secondly, the control 
of revenue expenditure through the grant 
system—both by the grant-in-aid to a 
particular service such as roads, police 
or town and country planning and by the 
Exchequer Equalisation grant, which was 
designed to ‘‘ level out” the differences 
between the richer and poorer authorities, 
so that a minimum standard of service 
can be achieved by each. Obviously 
there is a demand for a minimum standard 
of efficiency in each service. Finally 
there is the check upon the expenditure of 
local authorities by means of the “ district 
audit.” 

By these three methods of control, 
Government departments undoubtedly 
have the whip hand over local authorities ; 
and where the taxpayer is contributing to 
local services through the. national ex- 
chequer, there is no doubt that central 
financial control is necessary. It is the 
meticulous nature of the control to which 
many local authorities object. 

It should be remembered that, con- 
stitutionally, local authorities are not the 
servants of the central Government. 
They are, within the terms of their enab- 
ling statutes, independent powers. They 
may and in many cases indeed they must 
act on their own initiative and judgment. 
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Nevertheless we must face the fact that, 
principally through the medium of finan- 
cial control—in respect of loan sanctions, 
grants, and audit—Whitehall is probably 
exercising a closer control over their 
activities than ever before. 

I think it is obvious that in the modern 
administrative state there is a growing 
tendency towards bureaucracy ; for effec- 
tive power being placed in the hands of 
the official. With the increase of State 
control, Parliament simply has not the 
time to examine the mass of subordinate 
legislation in detail. But I do believe 
that strong local government is one of the 
most effective bulwarks against the growth 
of bureaucracy. ‘The more remote and 
anonymous the official, the greater, I 
suggest, is the danger and the threat to 
individual freedom. 

He went-on to label the second of his 
“‘cross-roads” multi-purposes versus special 
bodies and on this he said ¢ 

The idea of having specially created 
authorities for each function has a long 
history : and there is a lot to be said for it. 
The theory of the special body is one 
that makes a strong appeal to the enthusiast 
who is intent on securing the starting or 
development of a new service. The 
disadvantages of this system are, however, 
obvious. Not only would great expense 
be involved in having separate rates and 
separate elections for each separate body, 
but the confusion in the minds of the 
electorate at having to choose separate 
representatives for each service, the areas 
of which would probably not coincide, 
would prove intolerable. 

On the third and last of his “ cross- 
roads”? which he described as local 
government with tiers versus local govern- 
ment without tiers, he said: 

Within the microcosm of one local 
authority we have disagreements and 
disputes both between elected representa- 
tives and between heads of departments, 
clashes of personality, procrastination in 
teaching decisions. Undoubtedly there 
are Many improvements which could be 
made in our internal organisation, Many 
authorities could improve their organisa- 
tion by delegating work more extensively 
to their committee. 


LOSS OF FUNCTIONS 


All existing types of local authority 
have lost functions since 1946. Those 
who have lost most have been the non- 
county boroughs, many of which used to 
be both gas and electricity undertakers, 
and who have not only been deprived 
of their “trading” services, but have 
had their town planning, education, fire 
police, clinical and general health services 
transferred to the county council. 

On the question of whether one-tier 
or two-tier local government was pre- 
ferable he said : 

Most people are agreed that the one-tier 
or compendious type of local government, 
such as exists to-day only in the county 
borough, is to be preferred where it is 
practicable. It is obvious, however, that 
a local authority must have an adequate 
rateable value and population for a one- 
tier system to be workable. At the same 
time, its area should be reasonably com- 
pact, so that ratepayers can keep in touch 
with their elected representatives. 
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There are strong reasons for making 
bigger authorities, both from the stand- 
point of administrative efficiency and in 
order to constitute units of adequate 
financial strength. On the other hand, 
there are equally cogent arguments in 
favour of keeping units of local govern- 
ment, wherever possible, small; partly 
because it is generally agreed that our 
local government should be local to the 
greatest practicable extent and partly 
because it is only in a reasonably small 
area that members of the public can really 
know their representatives and achieve 
any real participation in the government 
of their locality. 


If new large areas are created, they 
should be created not merely on the basis 
of administrative convenience, but should 
correspond as nearly as possible to areas 
of genuine common interest, and local 
individuality ; and there should be effec- 
tive provision for delegation of respon- 
sibility to subordinate authorities. 


BOOK 


HosPiITALS—INTEGRATED DesSIGN. Second 
Edition, Completely Revised. By Isadore 
Rosenfield. (London: Chapman and Hall, 
Ltd.) 120s. 


Ir 1s barely four years since we first 
welcomed the first edition of “ Hospitals— 
Integrated Design” in the United Kingdom. 
Those who are familiar with this first edition 
might well wonder what is left to say which 
would warrant the publication so soon—to 
quote from the title page—of “ A, completely 
revised Second Edition.” 


The author modestly excuses the new 
edition because so much has happened in 
hospital planning in the United States in the 
past few years, and he has used the testi- 
mony of many of the most recently designed 
examples to illustrate the new book. He 
brings us up to date on the general situation 
in the United States, and one is surprised 
to learn that, in spite of the enormous pro- 
gramme of new hospital building undertaken 
in the United States, there should still be 
a comparative shortage of beds in America. 
According to the statistics published in this 
book, the U.S.A. ranks seventh in the pro- 
vision of beds per thousand of population. 
Switzerland heads the list. Then come 
Norway, Denmark, Great Britain, New 
Zealand, Holland, and the United States 
with 9.9 beds per thousand of population. 


The United States Government are 
seriously endeavouring to overcome this 
shortage in their customary manner of doing 
things on a big scale, and with their native 
genius for planning they have laid down 
basic laws on the scale of accommodation; 
and the regional plans for hospital services 
as described in this new edition are an object 
lesson in sound organisation and administra- 
tion. The picture of these facilities drawn 
by the author is simply explained and well 
argued. 

The scope of the book is enormous. It 
starts with the regional planning, and then 
each section of the hospital is examined 
in turn; these are followed by chapters 
dealing with hospitals for special purposes, 
together with the adjunct and ancillary ser- 
vices. The last part of the book deals with 
technical and functional requirements—day- 
lighting, mechanical plant, construction, 
details and finishes—and an_ interesting 
summary on costs. 
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One of the additions to the new volume 
includes a new section for that little-known 
and still experimental section of the hospital 
—that dealing with diagnosis and treatment 
by isotopes. Also, the accommodation 
facilities required for Deep Therapy have 
been expanded. 

But many of the old truths remain and, 
coming from the experienced pen of so great 
an expert in hospital planning as Isadore 
Rosenfield, it is hoped that due recognition 
of them will be given to them here in Britain. 
He explains, for instance, the great danger 
in the uninitiated talking in terms of “ beds 
per thousand of population,” and that this 
formula should only be used by experts, 
having taken local knowledge into account. 
He also lays great stress on the equal danger 
of the uninitiated talking in terms of “cost 
per bed,” and suggests the alternative pro- 
position that cubic feet per bed would be 
a better standard on which to make 
comparisons. 

Nothing new is subscribed on the vexed 
question of the size of the nursing unit, 
and, with the wisdom of a man of great 
experience, he contents himself by saying 
that no rules can be made on this question. 

We cannot blame the author that so much 
of the planning is not directly applicable 
to the European requirements. For instance, 
the Utility Room combining clean and dirty 
work appears to do the work of three rooms 
according to our methods; but this does raise 
the very vexed question that if the American 
practi¢e is good enough for them, why do 
we persist in providing more accommoda- 
tion than is necessary for these functions? 

The planning of the latest out-patients’ 
departments illustrated in this book still 
leaves much to be desired, and teis is perhaps 
not so much a planning problem as one” 
of erganisation, which the author goes to 
some length to explain but not to solve. 

It is obvious from the new edition that 
the work of Marshall Shaffer, the Director 
of the Health Facilites Division of the 
U.S.P.H.S., is already paying great dividends, 
and heightens the paradox that the United 
States has no National Health Service, but 
a Government-sponsored hospitals research 
team, whilst the position in the United 
Kingdom is the reverse. The establishment 
of the Health Facilities Division has enabled 
the whole of the new facilities to be pro- 
vided to be framed within a well-conceived 
programme with sufficient flexibility to allow 
improvement to take place, in the light of 
experience as each new project is undertaken. 

In a book of this size and scope there 
are bound to be criticisms. and these can 
be aimed more at the technical section of 
the book than at the general planning 
sections. Each of these technical sections 
is worthy of a volume to itself; and to reduce 
them so drastically for inclusion in this 
present volume is to weaken the significance 
of these fundamental considerations without 
materially enhancing the value of the book 
as a whole. 

It would be interesting to hear from a 
member of the Building Research Station 
here in Great Britain whether the type of 
floor to be used in a hospital should be 
chosen from a form of Gallup Poll taken 
from hospital administrators. 

In spite of the many minor. criticisms 
which might be made about this -book, it 
still remains the vade mecum for all hos- 
pital planners and, in spite of its cost, a 
welcome addition to the libraries. \ 

& B.7 C. 














L.M.B.A. 
Luncheon to Lord Mayor 


NEws of a medal to be awarded to 
students for proficiency in various 
building subjects, which he hoped would 


become the hallmark of the trained and . 


skilled craftsman, was given by Mr. DUDLEY 
F. Cox, president of the L.M.B.A., at a 
luncheon given by the Association in honour 
of the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress of 
London, Sir Denys and Lady Lowson, at 
the Savoy Hotel on October 11. 

Welcoming his distinguished guests, Mr. 
Cox said: 

‘The foundations of British craftsmanship 
were laid in medieval times by the Guilds. 
Those Guilds became the Worshipful Com- 
panies of the City of London, and under 
their care and guidance that craftsmanship 
rose to supreme heights. To-day we have 
here representatives of ten Worshipful Com- 
panies whose aims and pursuits are closely 
connected with our industry. 

It may be that austerity of design, here 
by necessity now, may stay with us by con- 
sent, or even possibly by desire, in the years 
to come. It may be that the high degree 
of all-round craftsmanship to which we have 
been accustomed in the past will, in the 
future, only be required of a proportion of 
our trade. But it is incumbent upon our 
whole industry to ensure, whatever the cir- 
cumstances or whatever the future, that the 
necessary opportunities for training and 
advancement are made available for the 
willing learner. 

We are making every effort to ensure 
that the necessary standard of craftsmanship 
is preserved. We work on our own, and 
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' Included in this group at the L.M.B.A.’s luncheon are (right to left) the Lady Mayoress, 
Lady Lowson, Mr. Dudley F. Cox, president of the L.M.B.A., the Lord Mayor, Alderman 


Sir Denys Lowson, Mr. D. E. 


Woodbine Parish, vice-president of the L.M.B.A., and 


the Mayor of Westminster, Councillor Sciver. 


on joint committees in close collaboration 
with our friends the operatives, and our 
joint deliberations are harmonious and of 
the utmost importance and value. The 
Technical Schools, too, the Youth Employ- 
ment Officers, and Educational ‘Authorities in 


connected spheres are concerned with us in 


consolidation and maintenance of the foun- 
dations of our future. It is therefore a matter 
of considerable satisfaction to note the 
increasing co-operation which we afe now 
developing with the City Companies, and 








Impressions of personalities, as seen by Fred May, at the L.M.B.A.’s lunch to the Lord Mayor. 
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1 hope that this co-operation will be 
extended. ° 

For a long time past, the London Master 
Builders’ Association has made contributions 
to the prize funds of technical schools in 
London. This yeat we have set up an 
Educational Awards Fund, to which my 
Council has voted a substantial contribution. 
We intend to maintain this fund to provide 
prizes for technical schools and financial 
assistance to promising young students for 
them to continue their studies. We have 
had a medal struck this year in silver and 
bronze. It will be awarded after discussion 
with the educational authorities for pro- 
ficiency in various subjects, and we trust 
that the L.M.B.A. Medal will become not 
only an eagerly sought honour, but very 
soon the hallmark of the trained and skilled 
craftsman. 

I have taken the opportunity of referring 
specifically to training for craftsmanship 
because it is a matter which is of primary 
importance. It is one to which an increas- 
ing amount of attention has been given in 
the years since the war. It is one I know, 
too, my Lord Mayor, which lies very close 
to your heart. 

Referring to the fact that he was himself 
a Past Master of the Glaziers’ Company, 
Sir Denys Lowson warmly endorsed the 
president’s wish for closer co-operation 
between his Association and the City Com- 
panies. He thought the L.M.B.A. was doing 
great work for the whole trade and strongly 
commended their efforts to improve the 
standards of craftsmanship in the building 
industry. 


Laying Screeds on Concrete Floors 


AT A MEETING of the L.M.B.A.’s North- 
Eastern. Area at Snaresbrook, Mr. E. G. 
Dean, the L.M.B.A. technical information 
officer, referred to inquiries he had 
recently. received from members. Several 
had been concerned with laying screeds on 
concrete floors. He then gave details of the 
best method to be adopted to obtain satis- 
factory results. 

“The four important things to remember 
about a screed,” said Mr. Dean, “are that 
it must adhere firmly to the concrete base, 
it must not crack or break up, it must be 
thick enough and it must finish at the 
correct level. In order to obtain a satisfac- 
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tory screed, the base should be chipped to 
— a good key and then washed down 
with plenty of clean water. Use a dry mix 
of one part cement with three to four parts 
of sand, put down a grout of neat 
cement in advance of the work, 
spread the screed without adding more 
water to make it work easily, tamp 
it well to the base and finish it off level. 
Finally, don’t lay the screed until all 
electric light conduits and other services are 
in position.” 

After Mr. Dean had answered a number 
of questions a film was shown illustrating 
the durability and use of aerated concrete, 
a material recently produced in the Research 
Department. 

Mr. F. R. Clemens, chairman of the area, 
presided. 


Apprentices’ Stand Provided at 
Building Exhibition 

Tue L.M.B.A. is sponsoring an appren- 
tices’ stand at the Building Exhibition to 
show the opportunities for young craftsmen 
in the building industry and some of the 
work they do as apprentices. 

The display has the full support, financi- 
ally and in other ways, of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers, 
the London County Council, several of the 
Building Schools, as well as the City and 
Guilds of London Institute. The National 
Federation of Building Trades Operatives 
has offered willing and helpful co-operation, 
and the space is being made available on 
special terms by the organisers of the Build- 
ing Exhibition. A number of members of 
the L.M.B.A. and firms of suppliers are 
providing materials for the construction of 
the stand, and the boys in the “ live ” display 
during the Exhibition are being recruited 
in relays from members of the L.M.B.A. 
employing apprentices. They will be seen 
at work in making components connected 
with plumbing, carpentry and joinery, 
masonry, bricklaying, plastering, glazing and 
painting work, and also in assembling. 

The: stand occupies a large area on the 
south side of the gallery in the National 
Hall. It includes two information desks, at 
which advice and help on apprenticeship 
matters and the facilities available at the 
technical colleges in the country will be 
available to parents, boys leaving school and 
employers. 











Seen at the L.M.B.A. luncheon to the Lord Mayor last Thursday: (right to left) Professor W. G. 
Holford, Mr. Stephen Hudson (president, N.F.B.T.E.), Mr. R. C. Barnes and Mr. C. }. Harman. 
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Contractors’ Successful Claim 


KING’s BENCH DIVISION. 

Berore Mr. Justice McNar. 

Sundeala Board Co., Ltd. v Léd. 

A DIFFERENCE between the t'mated 
quantity and the actual quantity of half- 
inch insulation board required for lining ‘a. 
laundry roof gave rise to an action before 
Mr. Justice McNair in the King’s Bench 
Division on October 2. 

Sundeala Board Go., Ltd., of Sunbury-on- 
Thames, Middlesex, sued Presco, Ltd., of 
Spital Tongues, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, for 
£148 5s. 3d., balance of an account said to 
be due for work done and material supplied. 

Plaintiffs’ case was that through the in- 
troduction of their agents, Archie Armstrong, 
Ltd., Newcastle-upon-Tyne, a contract was 
made with: the defendants for the supply 
and fixing of an anti-condensation lining to 
the corrugated iron roof of their laundry 
premises at Sheraton-street, Newcastle. 
Plaintiffs gave a quotation to supply and fix 
the roof lining, “of approximately 389 
sq. yds,” at 12s. 6d. per sq. yd., which was 
accepted. On completion of the work in 
1948, it was found that the actual area 
covered was a little over 626 sq. yds. 

Defendants contended that they entered 
into the contract in reliance upon the 
representation that the area of the roof was 
approximately 389 sq. yds. and they de- 
clined to pay the difference. 

Plaintiffs submitted that the true contract 
was to provide a roof lining at 12s. 6d. per 
sq. yd. and that the statement of the 
approximate area was not contractual. 

Mr. Justice McNair held that the phrase 
stating the approximate area was not in- 
tended to form part of the contract, but was 
merely an expression of the belief, honestly 
held by plaintiffs when it was made, as to 
the area concerned. The agreement was 
that plaintiffs should supply and fix the roof 
lining specified at the firm price of 12s. 6d. 
per sq. yd. 

_There were no logical grounds for the 
view that a party in whose favour perform- 
ance had been made was liable only to the 
extent to which he would have been liable 
if the innocent misrepresentation as to the 
area had been true. An innocent mis- 
representation such as that in’ the present 
case—the contract having been wholly 
executed on one side—could not, in his 
view, give rise to any claim such as- was 
here put forward by the defendants. 

His Lordship accordingly gave judgment 
in favour of the plaintiffs, for the amount 
claimed, with costs. 


PURCHASE OF COUNCIL HOUSES 


Ministry Refuses Consent 


CHESTER CiTy Council has been in- 
formed that the Ministry of Local Govern- 
ment and Planning has refused consent to 
the proposal of the Council by which 
tenants should be allowed to purchase 
Council houses. The Ministry considers 
that in present circumstances houses pro- 
vided by local authorities should be retained 
so that the fullest use could be made of the 
accommodation, if necessary by transfers 
and exchanges of tenancies and so that 
houses becoming vacant could be let to 
those in the greatest need. 

Chester Housing Committee is forwarding 
copies of the scheme to the Association of 
Municipal Corporations with a request that 
they should make representations to the 
Government in support. 
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FUNCTIONAL ARCHITECTURE IN THE ’FIFTIES 


The Growing Importance of the Imaginative Element 


The following extracts are taken from a 
talk by Mr. Lance Wright, A.R.I.B.A., in 
a recent series of broadeasts in the Third 
Programme of the B.B.C.-on Architecture 

and Design. 

BY 1930 what was already recognised as 

the grand architectural debate of the 
twentieth century was well under way. 
The pioneers—Walter Gropius, le Cor- 
busier, Mies Van der Rohe—had had 
ten years to put forward their challenge 
in the form of works and the intellectual 
world had had a chance of discovering 
what it was all about. The debate turned 
on what was called “ functionalism.” 
Whether men were for or against, it was 
agreed on all hands that “‘ functionalism ” 
was at least characteristic of the times. 

As is always the case when a word like 
this comes suddenly into polemical use 
everyone thought that they had a clear 
idea of what it meant, but, in fact, it lent 
itself to countless interpretations. ‘The 
most common of them was “ fitness to 
purpose.” Allied to this was the com- 
plementary idea that objects and buildings 
should’ express the materials they were 
made of and the methods used to make 
them. 

On this interpretation those who were 
traditionally minded could say that the 
principle of functionalism did not differ 
in kind from that of all good designers at 
all periods in history. And that therefore 
in cases where the use was the same, the 
material the same and the method of con- 
struction the same—a traditional object 
might well be olassed as a “‘ functional ” 
object. The classical example was the 
Windsor chair. This can perhaps be 
termed the English interpretation. Re- 
garded simply as an interpretation of a 
word it is impeccable. Yet it is histori- 
cally inaccurate. For had “ functional- 
ism” meant simply this there would 
never have been so much fuss about it. 


The acid test lies more in the nature 
of the works produced than in the word 
coined hastily to describe them. If you 
look at one of the classic buildings that 
established the movement — as, for 

“instance, the Swiss Pavilion at the Cité 
Universitaire—you will see at once that 
far more was meant than “fitness for 


purpose.” 


A NEW SOURCE OF IDEAS 


Whether men welcomed these buildings 
or deplored them it was generally con- 
ceded that they were as significant in their 
way as had been the early buildings of the 
Renaissance, that they were the heralds of 
a new order of feeling. Great cultural 
mevements are disarmingly simple and 
definite in their origins. The Renais- 
sance was no more nor less than a whole- 
sale resort to the wisdom of antiquity. 
It was as though western people had 
suddenly exhausted one quarry of ideas 
and had then moved off to open up 
another. 

It is surely the same with the migration 
which the twentieth century embarked 
upon. The quarry of precedent had been 
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used up and we made a’ start upon the 
quarry of exact research. Whatever else 
the Swiss Pavilion may be it is a monument 
of this great cultural transmigration. We 
see at once how far from the truth any 
exclusively utilitarian interpretation of 
architecture must always be. A’ building 
must serve a purpose, it is true, but a 
work of architecture must transcend this 
purpose and serve an idea: The true 


- object of functionalism, therefore, was not 


merely to make men physically comfort- 
able—though it certainly set out to do this 
—but to make men love new materials, 
new methods, all those new applications 
of human thought which had already gone 
so far to revolutionise their lives. 


THE MODERN MOVEMENT 


The modern movement in England 
stems from William Morris and the craft 
revival. ‘The craft revivalists and their 
successors took functionalism in their stride, 
but gave it their own interpretation. Theirs 
was the literal ‘fitness for purpose” concep- 
tion. Eminently an ideal for craftsmen, it 
has in the case of furniture design survived 
intact down to our time, having received 
much moral support from Scandinavia. 
But in architecture, on the other hand, the 
craft tradition has to all appearances been 
broken off, and the best of English con- 
temporary architecture is in the line of 
what I should call orthodox functionalism, 
which has come to us chiefly from outside. 

There is thus on the South Bank a 
distinct tug-of-war between those who 
are primarily craftsmen and those whom, 
despite the unfortunate association of this 
word, I would describe as zsthetes. 
Broadly speaking, the designers of furni- 
ture still belong to the craft tradition. 
Further, they usually have an intimate 
share in the making of. the objects they 
design; that is their strength. Their 
weakness lies in their failure to appreciate 
the world of ideas, their failure to appre- 
ciate the true ends of the movement in 
which they have been caught up. 

The fact is that in these days of a 
widening choice in materials the form of 
an object is fast becoming more important 
than the materials it is made of. Under 
the craft regime the designer spent all his 
efforts in working up his material to the 
best advantage ; it was the material which 
decided the form. But it is now becoming 
increasingly feasible for the designer to 
go straight to the form which for him 
embodies an apt idea of the purpose 
served and thence to find materials to 
suit it. Granted that fitness for purpose 
is obtained in both cases, the process of 
design is quite different, the artist’s 
intuitive leap being required in-place of the 
craftsman’s dogged certainties. And the 
resulting objects are quite different. 
What before was thought of as being only 
for use has become expressive in the same 
sense as a work of sculpture is expressive. 
In this the designer of objects is beginning 
to experience something of the release 
which the architect felt when steel, con- 
crete and piate glass were first placed in 
his hands’ that lyrical, imaginative view 
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of life which we first learnt to associate 
with the Swiss Pavilion is now inni 
to animate the world of objects also. 
Under its influence—as has already hap- 
pened in the world of architecture— 
worthy, craftsmanlike solutions of time- 
honoured problems are already beginning 
to fail of their effect. 


The bond which united the furniture 
en the South Bank is that of an unim- 
peachable fitness to purpose. But seen 
in terms of a strict definition of style it is 
hardly a bond at all. The difference be- 
tween the commonsense formula of the 
craftsman and the intuitive formula of 
the zsthete results in as clear cut a differ- 
ence of style as any which history has to 
offer. A craftsman’s chair is just a chair. 
It undertakes no more for us than to 
receive our weight gracefully. The 
zsthete’s chair does as much, but it is also 
a “‘ personage” in the sense that this word 
is used in abstract art. 


‘The imaginative approach is, of course, 
most evident in those branches of furni- 
ture design where architects have had a 
hand—in the making of chairs and especi- 
ally of light fittings. But it is above all 
evident in the architecture itself. For the 
architects on the South Bank are zsthetes 
toaman. The main handicap from which 
contemporary architecture has been suffer- 


. ing has been the architect’s lack of any 


true mastery over the means of building. 
In this, his case is exactly the opposite of 
that of the furniture designer. He sees 
himself, not without justice, as. a laoco6n 
struggling manfully with the serpent of 
an unregenerate building industry. Lack- 
ing this mastery, it is not surprising that 
people have seen in the works of the move- 
ment a lack of those sensibilities in design 
which the classical periods of the past have 
taught us to expect. 


THE ARCHITECT’S STRENGTH 


The strength of the architect has been 
his firm grasp of the chief ends of func- 
tionalism, his weakness the difficulty of 
realising them under present conditions. 
The elegance he knows to be necessary to 
express his thought constantly eludes him. 
Se the buildings on the South Bank are 
important not as much because of the 
ideas they represent—taken over the 
country as a whole, these are new enough— 
but because in them these ideas have been 
realised. 

In the early days of functionalism a 
building rarely seemed to have anything 
to do with its surroundings. It appeared 
like some curious confection out of a 
popular science journal. But there is a 
growing sensitiveness to this question of 
environment which is more marked in the 
few who work in the authentic functionalist 
tradition than in the many who trudge 
along in its wake. 

I have insisted upon the imaginative 
element as something which is inherent 
in functionalism and which, in the 
*fifties, is at last being brought to light. 
This is surely most fortunate for us 
because it is the element of which we are 
most in need. It can save the modern 
movement. ‘That is perhaps a small and 
secondary thing. But it is also a quality 
which can go a long way towards saving 
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our ‘social. experiments. Or perhaps we 
should say a quality the lack of which can 
corrode our social experiments. Unfor- 
tunately, though it is so resplendent on the 
South Bank, it is by no means characteris- 
tic elsewhere. We are always told that 
this is chiefly a matter of money ; but we 
must question this. The penetration of 
design by imaginative thought is not so 
costly in terms of money or in loss of 
physical standards as is generally believed. 
Per contra the grotesque tedium of post- 
war housing estates witnesses the terrible 
price we pay in terms of zsthetics and 
probably morale for following an un- 
leavened common sense. 


Finally, the question arises whether we 
might not do well to get rid of the word 
“‘ functionalism.” From the very begin- 
ning it seemed at variance with the facts, 
and now it suggests something quite 
different from what we are aiming at. 
It appears.to reflect the odd notion which 
some people had that all design had been 
resolved into science, that you had only to 
find your facts correctly and great design 
was inescapable. We have gone a long 
way from that position—if we ever really 
held it. We now know beyond doubt 
that though science provides the material 
for design in a sense that is quite new, the 
process whereby this material is trans- 
formed into design is as much art as ever. 


The justification of the word is that it 
does describe—though in an ungainly 
fashion—the underlying thought which, in 
fact, distinguishes the movement from 
everything before. The aptness of the 
word is not really destroyed by the con- 
sideration that what promised in the 
beginning to be inordinately bleak is now 
proving, as we slowly master our means, 
something which goes as far beyond the 
utilitarian as great performance always 
must. 
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PLANNING OF TOWNS 


Some Design Problems 


Cy of the most striking features of the 

many outline plans produced since 
1939 was the way in which the idea of 
community planning by neighbourhood 
units had been accepted, said Mr, 
ANTHONY Munoprio, M.A., _ B.Arch., 
A.M.T.P.I., F.R.I.B.A., when he spoke 
of some design problems and trends in 
the planning of towns at the Town 
and Country Planning Summer School, 
Oxford, on September 19. We publish 
the following extracts from his subsequent 
remarks :— 


The majority of plans I have seen are 
broken down in this way, with neighbour- 
hood populations varying from 1,500 or 
less to 12,000 or more and about 5,000 as 
an average size. How far are we «in 
agreement about neighbourhood planning ? 
We might agree firstly that the ideal 
neighbourhood should be beautifully laid 
out, with well designed buildings and 
landscaping ; secondly ‘that it should be 
convenient, safe and well related to the 
rest of the town ; thirdly that its develop- 
ment should be economical both in first 
cost and in maintenance ; fourthly that 
it should contain a‘ cross-section of the 
population in order to ensure social 
balance ; and fifthly that it should be of 
such a size that people can easily get to 
know one another and acquire a sense 
of neighbourliness and community. Not 
everyone will accept all these points, but 
even if they did there would still remain 
the big question—what is the ideal popu- 
lation for a neighbourhood ? 


My own view is that there are good 
physical reasons, based mainly on con- 
venience, for adopting a population of not 
more than 5,000 and that there is some 











Work in progress on the reconstruction of the Ponte Garraja, Florence, one of the five of 


the city’s six bridges destroyed by the retreating Germans in 1944. 


It is being rebuilt on 


the original foundations laid in 1218. The structure destroyed in 1944 was erected in 1559 
by Ammanati by order of Cosimo. 
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evidence of a trend in favour of this size. 
At a net residential density of 35 persons 
per acre—the average of the densities in 
11 new towns—and making allowance for 
schools, shops and open spaces, etc., a 
neighbourhood of 5,000 population covers 
about 178 acres and measures just over 
half a mile across. The distance from a 
house on the perimeter to a school or 
shopping centre placed near the middle of 
the neighbourhood will therefore be only 
about a 3? mile. Primary schools and 
children’s playgrounds, it was suggested, 
should also be within the }-mile radius. 
Figures can prove anything, I know, but 
I suggest that there is a strong case for 
grouping the primary schools with the 
shops at the centre of a neighbourhood 
not more than half a mile in diameter. 
Schools are within easy reach of young 
children, no major roads will have to be 
crossed and mothers can take their children 
to school and combine this with their daily 
shopping. Add to this the fact that 
edu:ationists find 5,000 a convenient 
population to support a junior and infant 
school, that a small unit is more likely to 
develop a sense of neighbourliness than a 
large one, and that it is usually easier to 
find suitable sites for two small neighbour- 
hoods than one big one and you have some 
of the arguments for a neighbourhood of 
5,000 population. 


THE LARGER UNIT 


The 10,000 population unit is based on 
the idea that this number conveniently 
supports two secondary schools. This 
may be so, but I cannot see how this fact 
justifies the adoption of the large and 
presumably less neighbourly unit; the 
latter raises problems in connection with 
the placing of shops which do not exist in 
the smaller unit; it is less convenient 
because the distances are greater and the 
neighbourhood is bound to lose cohesion 
both physically and socially if two 17-acre 
secondary school sites are placed within 
it. If they are not placed within it butina 
green wedge outside the unit, then why 
not have two compact units of 5,000 and 
the greater flexibility in relation to the 
town plan which the smaller units permit ? 
As Miss Ledeboer pointed out in a paper 
at the R.LB.A., it is the junior school and 
the local shopping centre which together 
form the core round which the neighbour- 
hood should be built up. When we 
consider the social basis for neighbour- 
hood planning we are in deep waters 
immediately, and I have yet to meet 
anyone who could tell me (a) what 
neighbourhood population would be best 
from the social point of view and why ; 
(b) whether we shall promote. or retard 
the development of neighbourliness by 
planning fora mixture of.social classes ; 
and (c) whether the social classes will take 
the slightest notice of the planners’ efforts 
whatever we do ! 


” As regards population, I notice that in 
America as in Britain the theory of relat- 
ing the neighbourhood populations to 
schools and school classes is widely 
accepted. This is doubtless convenient, 
and economic from the educational point of 
view, but itis surely rather odd to base our 
physical planning upon such factors as a 
fluctuating birthrate or on educational 
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standards forced upon us for economic 
reasons and generally regarded as wrong. 
If in the future the birthrate alters or we 
are able to reduce the size of these huge 
school classes, will all new neighbour- 
hoods then be planned with smaller 
populations ? To place primary schools 
in the centre of the neighbourhood seems 
to me quite obviously right, but not to let 
the fact that there are now 40 children to a 
class govern the population and size of 
the unit. There must be a sounder basis 
than this for fixing the population and 
perhaps the sociologists can tell us what 
it is. I have oftened wondered whether 
there is such a thing as an ‘“‘ optimum 
village.” Our 5,000 population neigh- 
bourhoods are, in size at any rate, more 
like small towns than villages, but sup- 
posing it could be shown by an analysis 
of British villages and small towns that 
there was a noticeably high proportion 
of flourishing and socially satisfactory 
communities of a particular population, 
it would certainly be irfteresting and 
possibly most helpful to planners to know 
what characteristics these places have in 
common. 


Turning to the vexed question of social 
mixing within the neighbourhoods, I 
was interested in the suggestion by Mr. 
Gordon Campleman in an article in 
Town and Country Planning last year that 
small one-class neighbourhoods, closely 
inter-related and independent, would be 
more satisfactory than the socially mixed 
units which are now in favour. Mr. 
Campleman considered that in our mixed 
units the different social classes, having 
different habits and tastes and not using 
the same social institutions, will merely 
create mutally exclusive groups within 
the neighbourhood. In support of his 
theory he pointed out that the Bournville 
estate conforms to the “ one-class” 
structure suggested, having both pro- 
fessional and working-class neighbour- 
hoods which have emerged spontaneously 
but are interdependent parts of the estate. 


NEIGHBOURHOODS 


In so far as physical planning rather 
than people can contribute at all to the 
desired neighbourly result—and the extent 
to which it can do so has yet to be shown— 
I would risk a guess that it will be by 
means of a socially mixed neighbourhood 
of between three and four thousand popu- 
lation with smallish groups of dwellings 
for the different income groups, short 
residential roads and an intimate, attrac- 
tive neighbourhood centre placed on the 
“line of drag’ towards the town centre. 


I think these neighbourhood centres 
are amongst the most exciting features of 
the new plans and offer immense possi- 
bilities for interesting design, which are 
already being realised, particularly in the 
new towns. In all of them local needs and 
local materials, trees, topography and 
other factors will play their part and no 
two centres will be alike. ‘Their character 
may vary from modern, more compact 
yersions of the English village green, 
with duckpond, willows and painted inn- 
sign, to the completely urbanised .type 
with paved square, fountain and shop- 
ping arcade. They should, I think, be 
busy places, though through traffic will 
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of course be excluded. I much prefer 
the idea of grouping all the shops, schools 
and other buildings which serve the 
neighbourhood at the centre, rather than 
the alternative of distributing them 
throughout the neighbourhood—a e¢hurch 
here, a hall there. Not only does it pro- 
vide an architectural opportunity exactly 
where it will be most appreciated—at 
the focal point of the neighbourhood—it 
is also the most convenient arrangement, 
and because everyone meets there, the 
one most likely to foster the growth of a 
community spirit. The plan does not 
of course imply a continuous wall of 
buildings for various purposes around a 
square ; some buildings such as the church 
and schools will, because of their open 
spaces and their need for quieter situations, 
be placed more conveniently a_ short 
distance away from the square. 


SOME DENSITY PROBLEMS 


As regards densities it seems to be a 
common experience that net residential 
densities above 50 persons per acre are 
difficult to attain without using flats or 
sacrificing trees, amenity greens and road- 
side strips. In the new towns the pro- 
portion of people who really want to live 
in flats may not exceed 5 per cent., so 
that if the public are to be given the 
heuses they desire, higher densities will 
not easily be achieved. In the redevelop- 
ment of the larger towns the proportion 
of flats is of course much higher. 

The economic problem of maintaining 
density is allied to the architectural one 


of obtaining interest and variety in three- . 


dimensional planning while limiting the 
number of flats. Two-storey towns can 
be very dull places, especially when semi- 
detached pairs predominate. To provide 
contrast and interest in our housing areas 
and also to raise densities, do let us try to 
find the money for an occasional tall block 
as has been done at Harlow, even if we 
have to pay a little more per dwelling for 
that one block. Our aim, surely, is 
civic design with, I hope, an eye on the 
future and not merely site development ; 
economics are not the whole of the story. 


One other type of building which will 
help to keep up density and provide 
variety in the height of buildings is the 
three-storey terrace house. 
a prejudice against this type? My home 
in London has three storeys and it 
works admirably as a family house, the 
net density being about 15 houses or 
100 persons to the acre. For those who 
want plenty of accommodation but are 
not particularly anxious to have a large 
garden, the high density three-storey ter- 
race house provides an excellent answer. 


THE NEW SHOPPING CENTRES 


The destruction and damage caused by 
bombing in the centres of our large towns 
have focused attention on the planning of 
shopping areas, and some interesting new 
developments are to be seen, both in the 
plans for these towns and for the new 
towns. Schemes vary from the old 
through-traffic type, with improvements, 
to the wholly pedestrian precinct, but 
the interesting thing is that in spite of the 
opposition to precinets in the 1947 Report 
of The Retailers Advisory Committee on 
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Town Planning, there is undoubtedly a 
trend in favour of this type of centre, 
removed from main traffic routes and 
sometimes with shops grouped around a 
square from which wheeled traffic is 
excluded. 


While some designers have had to re- 
plan main road shopping centres, they 
have been able to suggest improvements 
which will add enormously to both the 
appearance of the centre and its con- 
venience for the traders and the public. 


TREE PLANTING AND “ CAMPUS” 
SITES 


Another trend which may have far- 
reaching effects on the appearance of our 
towns, is the greater interest taken in 
trees as design elements in the new plans. 
It is now becoming customary to prepare 
large-scale site surveys recording the 
position, spread and variety of all trees 
and, better still, to use trees as integgal 
features of the design. Although one 
can think of many towns where trees are 
a special attraction, on the whole it would 
be true to say that urban tree planting has 
not been very exciting and the most 
beautiful effects have been obtained in the 
open country where some county sur- 
veyors have produced really beautiful 
displays on arterial roads. The study of 
trees has made such progress that it is 
possible to find suitable varieties for 
practically any location or adverse atmos- 
pheric conditions, and striking effects 
of blossom, fruit and foliage can now be 
obtained from January to December. 


One final point of interest which I 
should like to mention is the tendency 
in some of the new plans to group educa- 
tional buildings together, either on ‘‘ cam- 
pus ” sites or in what Mr. Henry Morris 
would calla ‘‘ complex ”’ at the town centre. 


This is a trend in planning which seems 
to me to have great possibilities from the 
educational, the economic and the archi- 
tectural points of view. At Crawley 
and Stevenage the ‘“‘campus’”’ sites 
will each have three secondary schools 
and possibly other buildings as well. 
There will be considerable staffing and 
administrative advantages in the proximity 
of schools of different types and the 
complete separation of “‘ modern” from 
“grammar” schoolchildren to which 
many educationists are opposed can be 
avoided, as playing fields miay be used in 
common. Here, too, substantial economies 
may be made in land and _ buildings, 
paths, fencing, drainage, heating, main- 
tenance, caretaking and so on. The 
grouping of these schools will also offer 
exceptional opportunities for significant 
architectural compositions. For Steven- 
age and also for Cwmbran, a new town of 
35,000 in Monmouthshire, an educational 
“complex” has been proposed in both 
towns at the southern end of the main 
shopping street. 


The Stevenage plan provides a theatre, 
county college, art gallery, museum and 
library and forms a cultural and educa- 
tional centre. At Cwmbran the proposed 
population is hardly large enough to 
support a theatre or a separate art gallery, 
but it is hoped that their places may be 
taken by an arts centre. 
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HANDLING CEMENT 
IN BULK 
Discussion on Economics 


ITH reference to the comments made 

by the Cement Marketing Company 

(The Builder, October 5) on a method for 

handling cement in bulk employed by Messrs. 

F. Shepherd and Son,-Ltd., the latter firm 
now write: 

We appreciate the kind remarks of the 
Cement Marketing Company regarding our 
own efforts towards devising a method of 
handling cement in bulk and are pleased to 
note that they are anxious to continue 
delivering cement as cheaply as_ possible. 
However, we do wish to object to certain 
criticisms which they make to this method 
(described in your issue of September 21). 


It does appear to us that the cement 
manufacturers are not giving proper appre- 
ciation to the problems of the small and 
medium sized builder in handling cement in 
bulk. It is generally considered that some 
silo is essential for storage, and arising from 
this it is obvious that there must be some 
means of elevating the cement to the silo. 
The Cement Marketing Company apparently 
think that there should be special mechanical 
equipment provided on each site without con- 
sidering the fact that the bulk of small and 
medium sized contracts simply would not 
justify equipment of this nature. 

Our solution is to provide one set of equip- 
ment on the vehicle itself, which can deliver 
to a dozen sites, so that one set of equip- 
ment can carry out the work which would 
otherwise require 12 sets. The C.M.C. state 
that the equipment is expensive and waste- 
ful in payload compared with a tipper. The 
so-called waste in payload is probably no 
more than 124 per cent. As regards the use of 
a tipper, where adequate facilities are avail- 
able for receiving there is no question that 
this is the cheapest possible method of carry- 
ing cement, but to provide equipment on 
each site is likely to give capital expenditure 
far greater than that involved on our vehicle. 

The C.M.C. further state that the vehicle 
is a single-purpose vehicle. This is agreed, 
but provided the vehicles are reasonably 
fully employed this would not matter. There 
should be no difficulty on this account in 
view of the large volume of cement handled 
by the cement industry. The petroleum 
industry also uses single-purpose vehicles, 
but this has not prevented their extensive 
use by that industry. In our own area, in 
fact, there is a cement company operating 
a specialised vehicle for the carrying of bulk 
cement. 


Further, on the question of eapital cost, 
we feel that there is some misapprehension 
in that a chassis is required for the carrying 
of cement whether special equipment is in- 
stalled or not. If, then, we accept that the 
additional capital cost lies in the special 
equipment for the vehicle, we should point 
out that the manufacturers can fit up a 
vehicle for approximately £900. The cost 
of paper bags in a ton of cement is at present 
20s. 3d. If we take 20s. as a round figure, 
and split the saving by not using bags as 
10s. to the contractor and 10s. to the cement 
manufacturer, we would put forward. the 
following approximate figures: — 


It is agreed that apart from the capital 
cost of the equipment, some extra cost is 
involved in the running of the vehicle. We 
think that at the outside 2s. 6d. per ton would 
cover this, so that there would be left’ to 
the cement manufacturer 7s. 6d. to pay for 
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the capital cost of the special equipment. A 
simple calculation would show that the car- 
riage of 2,400 tons of cement would suffice 
to recover the sum of £900. Assuming that 
the vehicle was approximately 7 tons capa- 
city and carried three loads per day, five 
days per week, the vehicle is capable of 
carrying approximately 100 tens per week. 
We are delivering daily, from a Hull works, 
one load into Hull and two loads to York— 
40 miles away. The capital cost of the 
equipment can, therefore, be recovered on 
this basis in 24 weeks. After this brief 
period, the whole of the 7s. 6d. would be 
available to the cement manufacturers. 


If, on the other hand, as a matter of 
urgency during the present (and periodically 
recurring) shortage of cement bags, the 
vehicle carried five loads per day by using 
two drivers and delivering at night (no other 
assistance beyond the driver is required to 
unload) for six days a week, this would 
result in the carriage of approximately 200 
tons per week, leading to a recovery of the 
capital cost of the equipment in 12 weeks. 

These striking figures are obtained after 
leaving a saving of 10s. per ton to pass to 
the contractor. We think that this com- 
pletely refutes any arguments as. to the high 
capital cost. Incidentally, 250 vehicles of 
this type, each carrying 200 tons per week, 
would carry 24 million tons of cement, which 
is about a quarter of the country’s annual 
production. 

Regarding storage accommodation on the 
site, this facility can be varied according to 
different contractors’ needs both in size and 
elaboration. If a piped cement service was 
available to the contractors, showing a 
saving in cost of 10s. a ton, we have not 
the slightest doubt that contraetors generally 
would be only too willing to provide the 
site ‘storage facilities. Assuming storage 
capacity could be provided on the site at 
a cost of £10 per ton—i.e., a 10-ton storage 
silo would cost: £100—then, on the basis of 
filling up this site storage container only 
once per week, the cost of the site storage 
container would be recovered to the con- 
tractor in the short space of only 20 weeks. 
In addition, the contractor would have the 
benefit of no labour being required for un- 
loading, less waste, and with: a properly 
designed silo the cement man can be 
eliminated. 

From the nation’s point of view, there 
would be a considerable saving in the import 
of raw material for paper bags. We think 

eit is extremely significant that Sweden, a 
paper-producing country, cannot afford to 
use its paper for cement bags and exports 
it to countries like ourselves, using the 
equipment outlined in its place. 

We are not putting forward our method 
of handling bulk cement as the only one, 
but we do know from the considerable 
interest and orders already placed for this 
type of equipment that there is quite a con- 
siderable potential demand, and rather than 
merely supply cement by one method, the 
cement industry ought to be prepared to 
offer facilities for the supply of bulk cement 
with means of elevating incorporated in the 
vehicle. 

Finally, we would like to make it clear 
that although the equipment was designed 
to our requirements, we have no findncial 
interest whatever in the company selling 
this equipment, nor do we receive any 
advantage from any sales which they make. 

p.p. F. SHEPHERD AND Son, LTD., 

P. M. SHEPHERD, Managing Director. 
Blue Bridge-lane, York. 
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THE RECONSTRUCTION 
OF ROTTERDAM 


A Housing Centre Talk 


(THE Aldermen and Directors of Public 
Works, Town Planning and Housing 
of the City of Rotterdam recently visited 
this country, and on Tuesday, September 
25, they were the guests at a reception held 
at the Housing Centre, 13, Suffolk-street, 
S.W.1. After the reception, Dr. C. vAN TRAA, 
Director of Town Planning and Recon- 
struction, and Dr. A. Bos, Director of 
Housing, addressed the meeting. Miss J. G. 
Ledeboer, A.R.I.B.A., was in the chair. 

Introducing the two speakers to the meet- 
ing, the Chairman said that in May, 1940, 
there had occurred the disaster of Rotter- 
dam. Afterwards we in this country had 
heard no more of the city or its people 
until, following the armistice, the Inter- 
national Housing Federation held a congress 
at Zurich, and among the people then 
present were those who were thinking of 
rebuilding the ancient and historic city. The 
British visitors to the céngress found that, 
in spite of the interruption due to the war, 
ideas in this country and in Holland had 
moved on similar lines. 

Dr. C. VAN TRAA, who was the first 
speaker, said a primary difficulty was the 
nature of the soil on which they had to 
build. This consisted mainly of peat. It 
was soft and tended to shrink, so that all 
buildings had to be on piles, and these were 
sometimes as much as 60 ft. long, making 
for high cost for foundations. Then the 
whole area was below sea level, making 
drainage difficult. Population had grown 
rapidly and numerous sects, religious and 
other, made it necessary for the town plan- 
ner to provide more schools and churches 
than would otherwise be required. A first 
plan for the reconstruction of Rotterdam 
had been made early in the war. This plan 
was based partly on historical sentiment and 
partly on the expectation that the town 
centre would be rebuilt after a couple of 
years and rebuilt much as it had been be- 
fore. After the war, in 1946, a new basic 
plan had been produced more flexible and 
more in accord with the financial situation 
than the earlier one. 


Size of Neighbourhoods 

Lantern slides showed this development, 
and illustrated fast roads for motor traffic, 
zoning for industry, miles of shopping 
centres, housing, etc. The neighbourhood 
unit, said Dr. van Traa, usually contained 
from 5,000 to 6,000 dwellings. It was based 
on éight residential units each containing 
from 70 to 80 people to the acre. 
Its site was chosen according to structure 
of population, political and religious con- 
siderations, and was dependent on boun- 
daries, soil, etc. It was composed of various 
types of dwellings according to the size and 
composition of familes; and the architectural 
composition of a unit varied according to 
differentiation in the size of families. There 
were one-family houses, houses for aged 
people, blocks of flats, etc. At Lombardije, 
the residential units were grouped around a 
green heart with municipal buildings, 
churches, shops, etc., all in the centre. Each 
nursery school was in its neighbourhood 
unit, elementary schools were more to the 
centre and secondary schools were in the 
green heart. 

Among the slides illustrating the lecture 
were those of flatted factories, a concentra- 
tion of 100 wholesale dealers in one col- 
lective building and a new shopping centre 
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in the heart of the town where three depart- 
ment stores were in one building. Each of 
these stores had its own management and 
outside there were three shops, but inside 
separation was only by glass doors. 

Dr. Bos, who followed, said that through- 
out the nineteenth century housing had been 
left to private enterprise, but with the turn 
of the century the first Housing Act was 
passed. In 1920 there had begun a riew 
era, the one-family house being provided. 
In 1940 bombardment had destroyed a large 
part of the town. During the occupancy 
7,500 dwellings had been erected, and imme- 
diately after the war a plan was made to 
overcome the housing shortage during the 
mext ten years. This had not been possible, 
but 70,000 dwellings a year were being 
erected as compared with 40,000 annually 
before the war, and this despite difficulties 
with materials and labour. Study and re- 
search had resulted in a new conception of 
neighbourhood units. 

In some aspects Dr..Bos found the out- 
look depressing. The cost of building was 
now three and a half times as much as 
before the war. The repatriation of hun- 
dreds of thousands of people from Indonesia 
made a special problem. Financial considera- 
tions severely handicapped both town planner 
and architect. Will it be necessary, he asked, 
to throw overboard such uneconomic types 
of housing as dwellings for old people, flats 
for single people and houses for large fami- 
lies, concentrating attention on dwellings for 
the average family? Will it be necessary to 
relinquish recent attempts to attain a dif- 
ferentiated housing supply attuned to the 
real needs of the community? Or will savings 
have to be sought by a differentiation 
stringently in accordance with demographic 
data, implying a tremendous increase in the 
qumber of smaller type dwellings? This 
would leave no margin for family expansion 
er that bit of extra space in the home which 
gives people the chance of a hobby or of 
some personal privacy. 

Some questions and discussion followed. 
The first question was from the chairman, 
who asked if the flatted factories had been 
found satisfactory. From Dr. van Traa’s 
meply it appeared that many of those who 
occupied such factories found them too ex- 
pensive. 


Assessment of Compensation 


A member of the audience asked about 
compensation to freeholders where bombed 
property had been purchased compulsorily. 
Dr. van Traa replied that the value of land 
and buildings was assessed by a Commission. 
The factory owner could get a new site in 
one of the new towns and could build there. 
A new site cost more at the present time, 
but help was given by the Government to 
make it possible to rebuild. There were 
different scales of compensation according 
to whether the property consisted of shops, 
warehouses, dwellings, etc.; and it was diffi- 
cult to say just how much was given for 
each type of building. 

The question of whether prefabricated 
houses were really an economy was raised, 
and Dr. van Traa seemed a little doubtful. 
Some systems had proved bad, but perhaps 
there might be good results from others. 

One member of the audience, speaking of 
a visit to Holland, said he had noticed a 
preference for the shower-bath rather than 
the plunge bath; and under the new bye-laws 
a shower-bath was compulsory. It appeared 
from the reply that considerations of space 
was the dominating factor in the choice of 
shower-baths. 
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One member of the audience was inter- 
ested by the fact that in Rotterdam he had 
seen’ a small residential area devoted to 
problem people. Dr. van Traa explained 
that the problem people were not those with 
anti-social tendencies. They were not of 
criminal type, but their nerves had been 
shattered during the war. They were being 
re-educated and with good results. 

Materials and design came under discus- 
sion. One member of the audience said that 
houses, nowadays, came down to being boxes 
with holes in them. Did the lecturer agree 
that the answer to this problem was in the 
skilful layout and grouping of houses rather 
speakers. 

A vote of thanks was passed to both 
than in trying to force an architectural 
quality on them? The reply was that it was 
only possible to have the most geometrical 
layout because of cost. Dr. Bos added that 
there were special types of standardised 
houses approved by the Government. Archi- 
tects and town planners were forced to build 
to densities higher than they approved, but 
they could not do otherwise, because they 
needed money. Until now it had not been 
possible for people interested in housing to 
do as they wished, because the Government 
would not grant the subsidy if the density in 
an area was less than it demanded. 


GALVANISING 
Productivity Team’s Report 
THE extensive use of mechanical handling 

devices throughout the galvanising 
process impressed the Anglo-American 
Council on Productivity Specialist Team on 
American general galvanising practice. In 
the report* reference has been made to time 
and methods study engineers employed in 
many galvanising plants, who were given full 
scope to develop their ideas in order to 
obtain maximum productivity, and much 
ingenuity was displayed in designing racks, 
cradles, jigs, etc. 

Most of the shops seen were no larger 
than many in Britain, but the volume of 
work passing through them was much greater. 
The number of men per galvanising bath is 
greater than in Britain, and the quantity of 
work galvanised per man-hour, which is a 
measure of productivity, exceeds that in 
British works. This faster rate of working 
is due not to greater physical effort but 
partly to the way in which the labour force 
is deployed and partly to the care given to 
the design of handling equipment. The 
American worker is not apprehensive of 
mechanisation, but realises that his wages 
ultimately depend on the firm’s prosperity, 
which in turn depends on its productivity. 

The processes employed are fully 
described in the report. ‘The main distinc- 
tion between American and British galvanis- 
ing technique is the almost exclusive use 
of hot sulphurie acid for pickling in the 
U.S. Though it has technical advantages and 
is, on the basis of acid equivalents, cheaper 
than hydrochloric acid, the latter is preferred 
in Britain because it does not need heating. 

Pickling is always followed by a water 
rinse and pre-fluxing, either in hydrochloric 
acid or in a hot neutral flux solution. Dry- 
ing ovens are hardly ever used, the work 
drying sufficiently in the air for it to be 
dipped safely through the thick flux layer 
which is maintained on the entry end of the 
galvanising bath. All the work thus has to 





*Report of the A 
Productivity Specialist 
vanising Practice. Obtainable from the Angh- 
American Productivity Council, 21, Tothill-street, 
8,W.1, price 


lo-American Council on 
eam on American Gal- 


3s. 3d., post free. 
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be passed under a weir, or else twice dipped. 
As in Britain, most firms add small quanti- 
ties of aluminium to the molten zinc. While 
some firms claim a reduction in pick-up, the 
majority are mainly concerned with improv- 
ing the appearance of the coating. 


Automatic Plants 


Hot water cylinders and water heaters were 
seen being dipped individually, in batches, 
and automatically on a continuous conveyor. 
One of the most interesting automatic plants 
seen used a continuous conveyor for dipping 
malleable cast iron elbows. The dipping 
cycle took 10 minutes, and the machine 
treated 160 tons of- castings per week.. A 
small section of the team had an oppor- 
tunity to see an automatic machine for gal- 
vanising buckets which were, however, 
dipped without hoops or bail handles. The 
machine was claimed to effect a valuable 
saving in labour, but those who saw it 
thought that considerable study would be 
required to construct a similar machine in 
Britain to deal satisfactorily with all kinds 
of light hollow-ware. 

About half the firms seen were recovering 
zinc from zinc ash. The methods employed 
were simple and economical. The recovery 
of zinc from dross was only being operated 
by one very large firm visited. In view of 
the present shortage of zinc attention to 
economy is of the utmost importance. The 
report contain details of a zinc economy 
incentive scheme used in a large hollow-ware 
galvanising plant with a resultant 15 per 
cent. saving in zinc. 

The most noteworthy difference between 
British and American practice lies in the 
interchangeability of jobs in the U.S., where 
even picklers and galvanisers sometimes 
change places on various shifts. 


LIVERPOOL BUILDING 
MANAGEMENT COURSES 


Mr. Woodbine Parish’s Address 


HE inaugural address for the post- 
advanced course of lectures on 
“ Building Management and Site Organisa- 
tion” at the City of Liverpool College of 
Building in the 1951-52 session was given, 
on October 8, by Mr. D. E. WoopBINE 
ParRISH, vice-president of the London Master 
Builders’ Association. 

The course has been organised by the 
college under the auspices of the Merseyside 
District Advisory Council for Further Educa- 
tion at the request of Mr. W. E. Tyson, 
F.1.0.B., who occupied the chair at this 
opening meeting and introduced the guest 
speaker to an audience of nearly 100. 

Management, said Mr. Woodbine Parish, 
was not an exact science, for it was con- 
cerned with human relationships. The need 
for training in managerial work in the sphere 
of - building was well established, but only 
recently had technical colleges begun to 
undertake this work. Its purpose was to 
improve efficiency, increase productivity and 
reduce costs. It should be available to all 
people involved in management—from the 
managing director to the foreman—who were 
concerned in the direction of labour. 


Mr. Woodbine Parish discussed the special - 


problems facing the industry to-day; the 
condition of full employment and the con- 
sequent need to make efficient use of avail- 
able manpower; the impact of an enormous 
defence programme; the effect of incentive 
schemes in stimulating the interest of the 
opetative in good management; and the 
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need, to give back to the craftsman a sense 
of satisfaction in his job. 

The good manager had a sound practical 
and technical knowledge of building prac- 
tice, a high sense of moral integrity, a clear 
understanding of his duties, responsibilities 
and loyalties to all concerned in a contract, 
and the basic quality of that confidence 
which inspired confidence in others. The 
functions of management were threefold— 
involving the organisation of the work, the 
management of men and the development 
of techniques and methods. 

The management of men the speaker inter- 
preted as “ understanding people.” The aim 
should be to establish mutual confidence by 
persuasion and encouragement and _ the 
avoidance of “ slanging,” by the prompt and 
sympathetic settlement of grievances, and by 
high standards of welfare. 

On the site we could learn from the well- 
run factory by having a weekly clean-up; by 
analysing the job and by proper planning 
(including discussion with subordinates) we 
could aim at eliminating waste, drudgery and 
unnecessary fatigue. 
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Mr. Woodbine Parish had equally cogent 
observations to make on keeping up to date 
one’s knowledge of new methods and 
materials (every firm sheuld have a reference 
library of technical papers, British Standards, 
Codes ef Practice, etc.) and on the training 
of personnel. He concluded by reminding 
his audience that there was no sphere of 
human activity which was not associated 
with some form of building, and that there- 
fore the industry had a heavy social 
responsibility to fulfil. 


After a very lively discussion, the 
thanks of the meeting were expressed by 
Mr. H.-S. Oddie, F.I.0.B., managing director 
of Costain’s (Liverpool), Ltd., and_ vice- 
president of the Institute of Builders, and 
Mr. W. L. Tyson, F.LO.B., managing direc- 
tor of Tyson’s (Contractors), Ltd. 


The meeting closed with a vote of thanks 
by the principal, Mr. T. E. Hall, Dip.Arch., 
A.R.LB.A., to Mr. W. E. Tyson for presid- 
ing at the meeting and for his personal 
efforts in the launching of post-advanced 
courses in building in the Liverpool area. 





CHALLENGE TO THE 


BUILDING INDUSTRY 


Employers’ and Operatives’ Leaders’ Discussion 


WO answers to what is frequently being 
described as the present “ challenge ” 
to the building industry were put forward by 
Mr. Stephen Hudson, president of the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers, and Sir Luke Fawcett, president 
of the National Federation of Building 
Trades Operatives, at a meeting arranged 
by the London branch of the Association 
of Building Technicians at Denison House, 
Victoria, on Monday last. 

The chairman was Sir Hugh Beaver, war- 
time Director-General of the Ministry of 
Works. 

In Mr. Hupson’s view, one of the most 
important factors which needed to be con- 
sidered was the supply of materials which, 
he said, was the builder’s main concern. He 
then went on to make suggestions, the 
adoption of which by the various members 
of the building team would, he thought, 
improve the efficiency of the industry. Sir 


Luke Fawcett maintained that the only- 


remedy for the present unsatisfactory situa- 
tion in which the industry found itself was 
nationalisation. 


Shortage of Materials 


Dealing with the shortage of materials, 
Mr. Hudson said that their non-availability 
and uncertain delivery times made it diffi- 
cult for the contractor to programme his 
work out in convenient stages. - The effect 
on operatives was that they began to slow 
down when they saw that the materials on 
the site were drying up. No one could 
blame them for that. 

The bulk of the materials’ needed for 
building had to be imported, Mr. Hudson 
continued, and it was the responsibility of 
whatever Government was in power to make 
possible the importation of materials in 
adequate quantities. He believed that, 
given an even flow of materials of the right 
quality, in the right place at the right time, 
productivity would go up by leaps and 
bounds. 

Mr. Hudson observed that the designers 
of buildings and the constructors had 
drifted too far apart and did not appreciate 
each other’s problems as much as they 
should. It would be to their mutual ad- 


vantage to draw closer together. A _ help- 
ful gesture from architects, he suggested, 
would be the provision in their specifications 
of materials which were readily available, 
and the use of new methods of construction 
and materials. A reasonable balance 
between the use of traditional and new 
materials should be their aim, the con- 
sidered. There was further scope, too, he 
continued, for standardisation of fixtures 
and fittings which should result in more 
and quicker work. 

On the question of mechanisation, Mr. 
Hudson said that it had often been implied 
that builders were allergic to machines. This 
was, he said, an entirely false assumption. 
Builders would never hesitate to employ a 
machine when the machine would do the 
job more efficiently and economically than 
manual labour. The concrete mixer, which 
almost every builder used, was a typical 
example of a useful machine. @n the other 
hand, he had found that the introduction 
of a brick hoist on some of his own jobs had 
proved to be not an advantage but an added 
expense. 

Among other points with which Mr. 


- Hudson dealt were:—The encouragement of 


educational schemes in the industry and the 
recruitmert of more labour which, he said, 
would have to continue for many years; the 
quicker settlement of final accounts for jobs; 
the application wherever suitable of incen- 
tive schemes for operatives; the need for 
operatives to adapt themselves to new 
methods and to realise that the final cost of 
a job was a very important matter. 

Mr. Hudson gave his three-point answer to 
the current problems in the industry as 1, 
materials; 2, teamwork; 3, hard work. 


Employers’ And Workers’ Outlook 


Outlining what he thought marked the 
difference between the attitude of the em- 
ployers and the workers to the building 
industry, Sm Luxe Fawcett referred ‘to the 
125,000 building firms which constituted this 
huge industry. It was controlled, organised, 
managed and operated, he said, by the 
owners of these firms, whose main concern 
was to make a profit. Their dominating 
motive was profit; building, as such, was 
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subordinate to that end.. In general, the 
said, if more profit could be made in any 
other sort of business, they would turn to 
that, and abandon building to others. It 
was this, he thought, that marked the dif- 
ference between the two attitudes. 

Sir Luke went on to say that the most 
formidable rampart against the modernisa- 
tion of the industry in regard to mechanisa- 
tion and the fullest organised use of the 
latest techniques and powers for raising 
capacity to the highest level so as to effect 
the greatest productivity, was to be found 
in the serried ranks of the smaHer firms, 
which tapered off into the hosts of sub- 
contractors and jobbing builders. 

It was they, he considered, who main- 
tained the industry in the state of stagna- 
tion so adversely commented on at the recent 
Building Research Congress. 

Referring to what he described as the 
éwners’ “scramble for profits,” Sir Luke 
said that in accord with their restricted, 
casually evaluated aims and policies, they 
were willing and anxious to do any sort of 
building so long as it brought in the highest 
moretary returns, no matter the apalling 
needs for other building or the social con- 
sequences that followed. Therein, he 
thought, was to be found the fundamental 
reason why the housing of the people had 
been so sadly neglected, and why immensely 
important industrial work had so often 
been by-passed in favour of luxury building. 
They were out for the biggest dividend, the 
most lucrative contracts. 


Change in Ownership 

It was plain to him that drastic changes 
were required in the ownership, constitu- 
tion, organisation and operation of the 
building industry, so as to enable it to ex- 
press its greatest capacity in productivity, 
and-to be kept to its rightful function and 
purpose on behalf of the nation. 

He considered that the building workers 
had the most powerful of all reasons for 
wanting the industry to be the best organised, 
most efficient and productive industry in the 
country. They wanted, he said, to be rid of 
the impoverishing precariousness which had 
always dogged them in obtaining the means 
to live. 

Building workers, said Sa Luke, had the 
settled conviction that the industry could 
only be rendered efficient to its fullest capa- 
city by being brought under public owner- 
ship, by being nationalised, and re-organised, 
equipped and conditioned to perform its 
immense social function. 

Fundamentally, he said, the industry was 
a social service, existing to meet the build- 
ing needs of the people and the country. It 
could never become such a social’ service so 
long as it remained the battle-ground of 
indiscriminate profit-making by thousands 
of competing firms. During the last war 
there was overriding public eontrol of build- 
ing services, he said. It was the only way 
to get the necessary construction for the war 
effort. If in war, why not in peace? 
Especially such “ peace” as now prevailed 
Only by and through the nationalisation pro- 
cess would the recruitment and training of 
apprentices, the vital revival of craftsman- 
ship, th use of the latest machinery, 
the adoption of the improved techniques, the 
immeasurable increase in production—all 
things now possible and in line with indus- 
trial and scientific progress—be achieved. 
Only by bringing the industry under public 
ownership, Sir Luke concluded, would it 
finally emerge, and reach full fruition as a 
social service. 
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BRITISH STANDARDS 


Matchboarded Doors 


Tue British Standards Institution has just 
published B.S.459, Part 4—Matchboarded 
Doors (price 2/-, post free). A similar 
standard previously in existence was with- 
drawn in 1944 for economy reasons con- 
cerned with timber supplies. 


The demand for ledged and braced, and 
framed and braced doors, made from 
tongued and grooved matchboarding to a 
well-defined specification, is met by this 
standard which gives a range of standard 
sizes and constructional requirements in 
detail. The quality of timber and the 
adhesive requirements are covered by ref- 
erence to existing British Standards. Knot- 
ting and priming requirements are given, 
the latter including provision for both 
internal and external doors. 


Steel Tubes for Mechanical, Structural 
and General Engineering Purposes 

Tue British Standards Institution has 
recently published B.S. 1775: 1951, “Steel 
tubes for mechanical, structural and general 
engineering purposes” (price 3s., post free). 
The new standard is the third of a series for 
steel tubes for general engineering purposes. 


The standard covers plain carbon steel 
tubes not exceeding 16 in. outside diameter, 
of a number of types. Part I includes a 
number of general clauses applicable to all 
types of tubes, dealing with such matters as 
material, straightness, lengths, galvanising, 
methods of test and inspection. Eack type 
of tabe is then dealt with in detail in a 
separate section, which includes such items 
as tolerances and mechanical properties. 

At the end of the standard are tables of 
standard sizes of hot finished welded and 
hot finished seamless tubes. A further table 
gives the properties of the tabulated sizes. 


Atmospheric Pollution 


The British Standards Institution has 
recently issued B.S. 1747:1951, “ Atmo- 
sphere Pollution Deposit Gauges,” price 
2s. 6d. 

This standard has been prepared, on 
the suggestion of interested authorities, in 
the hope of aiding the work of combating 
the national problem of atmospheric pollu- 
tion, since serious damage may be caused, 
especially in industrial areas, by gases and 
solids emitted into the atmosphere from 
domestic fires, other fuel-burning devices, 
burning spoil banks, engine exhausts and 
many manufacturing processes. 

The standard covers the construction, in- 
stallation and use of the deposit gauge for 
the collection and measurement of atmo- 
spheric impurities that are deposited by their 
own weight or with the assistance of rain. 
As a secondary function the gauge prowides 
a measure of the monthly rainfall. The 
apparatus and methods of ‘analysis des- 
cribed are in accordance with recommenda- 
tions based on the considerable experience 
of the Department of Scientific and Indus- 
trial Research and of local authorities, 


Jointing Materials and Compounds 

B.S. 1737: 1951, “Jointing Materials 
‘and Compounds,” which is priced at 5s., is 
concerned with the material, composition, 
strength, sizes, general conditions of tests, 
.etc., of compressed asbestos fibre, vulcanised 
fibre, plain rubber, rubber insertion (rein- 
forced with cotton fabric or with flax 
fabric) and corrugated metal joint rings. 
Clauses are included relating to the essen- 
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tial requirements to ensure the soundness, 
resistance to corrosion and disjointing 
properties. of jointing compounds. The 
methods for testing the various materials 
are covered in a number of appendices. 

The section dealing with vulcanised fibre 
is based on the appropriate parts of B.S. 216, 
“Vulcanised fibre (natural colour) sheets 
for electrical purposes,” while the sections 
concerned with rubber and rubber insertion 
have been prepared by the committee deal- 
ing with the standardisation of rubber rings 
for joints in pipes. The whole of Appen- 
dix O has been extracted from B.S. 903, 
“Methods of testing vulcanised rubber.” 
The section relating to jointing compounds 
has been based on B.S. 1260, “ Jointing paste 
for flange and similar type joints,” and 
B.S. 1261, “ Jointing compounds for screwed 
joints.” 

The materials and compounds are for use 
with screwed, flat-facéd flanged and flat- 
seated joints for cold water (up to 300 Ib./ 
sq. in.), hot water (up to 50 lb./sq. in. and 
100 degrees C), town gas (up to 50 Ib./ 
sq. in.), and saturated steam (up to 30 Ib./ 
sq. in.). 

Gopies of these standards may be obtained 
from the British Standards Institution, Sales 
Department, 24-28, Victoria-street, S.W.1. 


INQUIRY BUREAU 


Fixed Price for Sub-contract 


This query concerns Clause 25A of the 
R.I.B.A. Form of Contract. 

Q.—A contractor sublets a portion of the 
works at a fixed price. The provisions in 
sub-clauses 1 and 2 are not included in the 
sub-contract, although there are basic 
prices in the main contract for wages and 
for the materials which will be used by the 
sub-contractor. 

1.—Under Sub-clause (3) (a), is the con- 
tractor in order in arranging a fixed price 
for the sub-contract? 

2.—Is it correct to adjust in the account 
with the main contractor for the fluctuations 
in the wages and materials used in the sub- 
contract, although in fact no adjustment 
has been made between the main contractor 
and the sub-contractor, owing to the sub- 
contract being a fixed price? 

c. Q. S. 


-—A legal correspondent writes:— 
1, To enter into any form of agreement for 
sub-letting other than that comprised in 
Sub-clause (3) (a) of Clause 25A of the 
R.I1.B.A. Form, is definitely a breach of 
contract, as the word used is “ shall,” which 
means “must.” It is clearly intended that 
by so doing the sub-contractor is to benefit 
from the Fluctuations Clause in the sub- 
contract, as the contractor does in the main 
contract. If this is not done, as in the 
present case, I am unable to see that 
because basic prices for sub-contract work 
were included in the main contract, the 
fluctuation provisions, though not included 
in the sub-contract, are to apply. My reply 
is, therefore, that a fixed price (that is, a 
price unaffected by fluctuations in rate of 
wages and prices of materials) contract is 
not in order. 

2. In my opinion, not correct. I under- 
stand that there is a good deal of slackness 
in regard to sub-contracting generally. My 
comment upon this is that the only way of 
preventing disputes which arise under any 
agreement for sub-letting, or sub-contract- 
ing under Clause 21 of the R.I.B.A. Stan- 
dard Form, is to adhere strictly to, the 
requirements of the main contract. 
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NEW PRISONS 


Suggestions for Future 


IN previous years The Builder has pub- 
lished suggestions for the future of 
British prisons and Borstals. It has been 
obvious for some years past that our 
present prison . accommodation is in- 
adequate and that the building of new 
prisons was inevitable. In our local prisans 
in England last. year there were upwards of 
2,000 prisoners sleeping three in a cell. In 
spite of new establishments opened last year 
at Hatfield Militia Camp near Doncaster, 
and Pollington Militia Camp near Snaith as 
Borstal institutions and various properties 
adapted as prisons, the congestion continues 
and is certainly bad for ail concerned. 

According to the latest report of the 
Commissioner of Prisons, }-inch scale plans 
for twe security training prisons, each large 
enough for 300 men, have been drawn up 
and passed to the Ministry of Works. This 
Department is responsible for preparing the 
final plans and undertaking the actual build- 
ing when circumstances permit. Each of the 
new prisons will cover about 13 acres. 
There will also be an open space of about 
eight acres, to be used partly for recreation 
grounds and partly for gardening. In the 
main space, to be enclosed by the security 
wall, there will be two blocks of cells, a 
dining hall, kitchen, chapels, library and 
education block, gymnasium and administra- 
tion offices. The layout has been so 
designed that there can be an inner security 
area with gates closed at night time. It is 
proposed to place a swimming-bath in this 
area so that prisoners may use it with a 
minimum of supervision. These are, of 
course, plans for the future, but much has 
already been done. 

During the past few months the adapta- 
tion of Hill Hall at Epping as a women’s 
prison has been started. Prison labour, con- 
trolled by prison officers, under the techni- 
cal supervision of the Ministry of Works, 
has made good progress with the adaptation 
of Leyhill and Falfield prisons, both on the 
Tortworth property in Gloucestershire, and 
at Sudbury Park. 

During the past financial year 164 per- 
manent quarters, 30 prefabricated bunga- 
lows and 32 hutted conversions have been 
completed for married officers. 

The war damage at Pentonville, 
Wandsworth and Hull, has now nearly been 
made good. There has been a great deal 
ef modernisation of older prisons, but a 
warning has been given that much still re- 
mains to be done. The effect of bomb 
blast is still being discovered in unsuspected 
places, and many roads cannot stand up to 
the increased heavy motor traffic. One of 
the wings at Holloway Prison has cracked 
so seriously that 70 cells have been closed 
and underpinning has had to be carried out. 

From the building industry point of view 
it is good to learn that 34 classes in brick- 
laying and painting continue to give good 
results. In one prison which I visited 
recently I was impressed by the way some 
disused cells had now been taken over by 
the instructor in decoration, who gave 
selected men the chance of trying out various 
colour schemes. It is admitted that most 
of these prison trainees, on completion of 
their six months’ course, are proving to be 
most useful workers. 

We have, indeed, been falling behind other 
countries in the building of new prisons and 
the modernisation of old ones, but the 
latest report indicates valuable progress. 

B. S. Townroe, J.P. 
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M.O.W. WINTER LECTURES 
November Programme 


of discussion-lectures on subjects of interest ‘ 


to the building industry are as follows:— 
November 1.—*‘ The Building (Safety, Health and 


Welfare) Regulations, 1948,” by E. W. Gurney. Techni- Grosvenor Museum, Chester. 7.15 p.m. 
Subsidence: Problems Affecting House Construction,” 


cal School, Southway, (off Collyers-avenue), Bognor 


Regis. 7.15 p.m. “Some Failures in Structural by H. A, Whitaker. 
Engineering,” by S. Mackey. College of Technology, Doncaster. 7.15 p.m. “ Small Heating and Ventilating be placed to this pool for every standard 


Ye ilding, . - Installations,” by J.C. Knight. hi. : - ‘ 2 p 
Department of Building, Salmon Pastures, Warren tallations,” by J.C. Knight. Gas Showrooms, Osborne of timber bou ght, both by the private im- 


street, Sheffield, 4. 7.15 p.m. November 6.—‘The_ street, Grimsby. 7.15 p.m. “ Prestressed Concrete,” . 
by F. Walley. Bournemouth Municipal College (Depart- porters and the Timber Control. The money 
— ~. Building), ay Park, yey ews would be paid out to the trade in propor- 

scombe. 7 p.m. “Site Costing,” by A. E. Chitten- tion to the amount subscribed, but if there 
mon Defects in Building,” by H. J. Eldridge. Guildhall, den. Technical College, Bradford-place, Walsall. 7.15 was no fall in the values for seven years 
“ Lightweight Con- p.m. November 29.—‘The Building (Safety, Health y 
crete,” by T. Whitaker.. Lecture Hall, City Technical and Welfare) Regulations, 1948,” by E. T. Wilson. the fund would go to the Treasury. 

Technical College, Rugby. 7.15 p.m. ‘“ Good Practice 
vanes ~ meseeter De F. at - Reeve yal by F. J. ag? a EHT when softwood falls in price, the loss might 
Kirby Girls’ Secondary Tammar ool, Mii rough, u way fo ‘oO yer’s-avenue), gnor Regis. 7. be heavy. He believes that a drop in the 
7 p.m, Some Problems of Tiled and Slated Roofs,’ p.m. Mining Subsidence Problems Affecting House softwood market, when it comes, mi ght be 


by C. J. Langdon-Thomas. College of Arts, The Newarke, Construction,” by H. A. Whitaker. Technical College, ~ 
November 8.— Good Practice Castleford. 7.15 p.m. November 30.—*The Building aS much as £50 a standard on present prices. 


in Plumbing,” by F. N. Shimmin. . Municipal Technical (Safety, Health and Welfare) Regulations, 1948,” by F. O. 
’ Hopwood-lane, Townsend. South-East London Technical College, No Increase in Softwood Allocations 


Halifax. 7.15 p.m. “‘ Essentials of Good Concreting,” Lewisham-way, Lewisham, S.E.4. 8 p.m. 


Building (Safety, Health and Welfare) Regulations, 
1948,” by I. S. Haggard. Hereford College of Further 
Education, Newtown-road, Hereford. 7.15 p.m. “ Com- 


Kingston-upon-Hull. 7.15 p.m. 


College, Liverpool. 7.15 p.m. 
November 7.—*‘ Prestressed Concrete,” by F. Waller. 


Leicester. 7.15 p.m. 


College, Department of Building, 
by E. E. H. Bate. East Ham Technical College, Depart- 
ment of Building, Arragon-road, E.6, 9.15 p.m, 

November 12.—“ Programming and Progressing of 
Building Work,” by R. H. James. Technical College, 
Palatine-road, Blackpool. 7.15 p.m. “* Good Practice in 
Plumbing,” by G. Lloyd Ackers. Wimbledon Technical 
College, Gladstone-road, S.W.19. 7.15 p.m.“ Tech- 
niques and Devices for Improving Bricklaying Output,” 
by C. S. Thompson, Wheatstone Hall (City Museum), 
Brunswick-road, Gloucester. 7 p.m. November 13.— 
“‘ Essentials of Good Concreting,” by E. H. MacMillen. 
Technical College, Bell-street, Wakefield. 7.15 p.m. 
‘“* Machines for the Modern Builder,” by A. MacNiven- 
Brown. Municipal Buildings, Newbury. 7 p.m. 
“Techniques. and Devices for Improving Bricklaying 
Output,” by C. S. Thompson. Science, Art and Technical 
School, North-road, Barnstaple. 7 p.m. “ Essentials 
of Good Concreting,” by E. Woodwark. The Shire Hall, 
Haverfordwest. 7p.m. ‘* Surface Finishes of Concrete,” 
by J.G. Wilson. Technical College, The Butts, Coventry. 
7.15 p.m, 

November t4.—‘* Mining Subsidence Problems Affect- 
ing House Construction,” by A. Whitaker. 
Y.M.C.A., Blackett-street, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 7 p.m. 
“ Aluminium Alloys in Building,” by E, I. Brimelow. 
Central Library, Abingdon-street, Northampton. 7.15 
p.m, “British Standards and Codes of Practice for 
Building,” by C. Roland Woods. Technical College, 
Wulfruna-street, Wolverhampton. 7.15 p.m. Novem- 
ber 15.—‘‘ Seasoning and Preservation of Timber,” by 
H. A. Cox, South-Eastern Gas Board Office , Sandgate- 
road, Folkestone. 7.15 p.m. “Mining Subsidence 
Problems Affecting House Construction,” by H. A. 
Whitaker. Technical College, The Green, Sunderland. 
7 p.m. November 19.—‘ Building on Shrinkable Clays,” 
by W. H. Ward. Municipal Hall, Taunton. 7 p.m. 
“Structural Uses of Reinforced Concrete,” by A. E. 
Hewitt. Brighton Technical. College, Brighton. 7.15 
p.m, “ Heating of Houses,” by R. Eve. Crown and 

Anchor Hotel, Ipswich. 8 pm. 

November 20.—“ Essentials of Good Concreting,” by 
S. White. Technical College, Northgate, Darlington. 
7 p.m. “ Foundation Problems,” by L. R. Creasy. 
Bristol University, Physics Lecture Theatre, Royal Fort, 
Bristol, 8. 7 p.m, . “‘ Essentials of Good Concreting,” by 
J. G. Veryard. Old Church Hall, Rhiw-road, Colwyn 
Bay. 7 p:m. November 21.—‘‘ Aluminium Alloys in 
Building,” by E. I. Brimelow. Gas Showrooms, Lower 
Parliament-street, Nottingham. 7.15 p.m. “ British 
Standards and Codes of Practice for Building,” by 
C. Roland Woods. Technical College, Lichfield-road, 
Southdown, Great Yarmouth. 7.30 p.m. “Essentials 
of Good. Concreting,” by J. G. Veryard. Town Hall, 
Llandudno. 7 p.m. ‘Good Practice in Domestic 
Drainage,” by F. J. Crabb. Technical College, Stoke- 
on-Trent. 7.15 p.m. “ The Building (Safety, Health 
and Welfare) Regulations, 1948,” by T. M. Hoskison. 
Technical College, Bradford-place, Walsall. 7.15 p.m. 
“ Programming and Progressing of Building Work,” by 
R. H. James. Gas Showrooms, Albert-square, Man- 
chester. 7.15 p.m. 

November 22.—* Prestressed Concrete,” by O. J. 
Masterman. Garrick Hall, Stockport. 7.15 p.m. 
“ Economy in Traditional House Building,” by N. S. F. 
Pippard. Schofield Technical College, Park-road, Mex- 
borough. 7.15 p.m. November 26.—“ Site Investigation,” 
by N. W. D. Clarke. Technical College, Workington. 
7: p.m. “Care and Maintenance of Plant,” by C. E. 
Toogood. Town Hall, Devizes. 7 p.m. . November 27. 
—** Housing Problems and the Architect,” by F. Hedley. 
Creighton School, Strand-road, Carlisle. 7 p.m. “ Dry 


Rot,” by W. P. K. Findley. College of Art, School of 
Architecture, St. Peters-street, Canterbury. 
“ Surface Finishes of Concrete,” by J. G. Wilson. Free 
J . Library, Dolgelly. 7 p.m. “ Heating and Heat Insula- 
[_ECTURES to be given during November tion,” by G. D. Nash. Little Theatre, Union-street, 

in the Ministry of Works winter season Burton-on-Trent. 7.15 p.m. A SCHEME for a reserve fund to’ safe- 


Huddersfield. 7.15 p.m. “ Modern Developments in considered 
the Use of Timber,” by R. M. Beswick. Lecture Theatre, p " 
ing Chairman of the Softwood Decontrol Com- 


peng ine Foro gpg non 2 ge the trade to license more softwood for con- 
test sections were laid on the perimeter track 
me pies maonghnay ne Shy = wah com stock must first be built up in the country, 
were made in the bitumen content of the mix 
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TIMBER TRADE PROSPECTS 
Possible Trend of Softwood Prices 
{From a Correspondent] 





7.15 p.m. 









November 28.—“* New Timbers and Their Uses,” by guard the timber trade against any 
Jowett. Technical College, Queen-street South, fal] in the value of softwood is now being 
Mr. J. L. Baynes, a former 











“ Mining 





mittee, has obtained Government backing - 
Technical College, St. George Gate, for a plan which would mean that £5 would 













Mr. Baynes has warned the trade that, 








There is not to be any relaxation in the 
quantities of softwood licensed for con- 
sumption this year. Mr. G. B. Crow, deputy 
chairman of the Timber Development Asso- 
ciation, has said that the Timber Control 
decision has been made upon a request from 






RUBBERISED ASPHALT 


Tests at Airport 
The first airport perimeter track made 










sumption, because of the large incoming 
supplies. The official reply is that a good 









riation , 
Vane and the departments have already been given 
their various softwood allocations for. the 
remainder of the year. 









to cover the normal tolerance of the 
specification and sections were also laid with 
different percentages of rubber which, in all 
cases, was added by predigesting the powder Large Stocks Held 
in the bituminous binder. Speaking at Newbury on Tuesday, Mr- 
The rubberised asphalt was laid by a Anthony Hurd, the Conservative candidate, 
Barber-Greene spreader, the mixtures being said: “I+ refute the statements made by 
manufactured at the Salford plant of Government spokesmen that there are not 
Asphaltic Roadways, Ltd.; the laying was SUfficient supplies of timber and other 
undertaken by Messrs, Géo. Wimpey and materials to allow a bigger house-building 
Co., Ltd. Technical advice was supplied by Programme. It is true that under State 


the British Rubber Development Board. trading stocks of softwood were run down 
badly, but since British merchants have been 


allowed to buy again in Scandinavia, the 
stock position is much better. The latest 
official figures show that traders hold 349,000 
standards compared with 218,000 standards 
a year ago. These are ordinary trade stocks 
outside reserves held for defence, and exclud- 
ing softwoods that the Government are bring- 
ing from Canada. Crazy as it seems, we 
have now reached a state of affairs where 
merchants holding stocks valued at about 
£40,000,000 cannot offer to buy much more 
timber in Scandinavia this season unless they 
are allowed to pass more-of their present 
stock into consumption. Surely we must 
use all our resources, including common 
sense, to get more houses built.” 


LOW-COST HOUSING 
Decision of Retford Council 

IN AN ATTEMPT to lower the cost and 
quicken the speed of house building without 
affecting the standard of living accommoda- 
tion, Retford, Notts, Town Council have 
prepared plans for the erection of a number 
of houses of a simpler type than those pre- 
viously built in accordance with the Ministry 
of Health Housing Manual. The new design 
“reduces the number of architectural features 
while retaining the character of the orthodox 
type of building.” The chairman of the 
Housing Committee, Councillor T. Rich- 
mond, is reported to have said: “At 
present we find we are held up through 
adhering strictly to the Ministry’s Housing 
Manual.” 
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CAPITAL EXPENDITURE 


ON TRANSPORT 
Government's Policy Criticised 
PEAKING on “Standards of Service in 
Transport” in his presidential address 
to the Institute of Transport at the R.I.B.A., 
66, Portland-place, on October 15, Mr. 
A. B, B. VALENTINE (member of the London 
Transport Executive) ‘said that without sug- 
gesting that the national “ cake ” itself could 
be larger, he might doubt whether the slice 
of capital expenditure allowed to transport 
was as large as it should be—not merely 
in the transport industry’s interest, but in 
the national interest. 

“The simplified test is to determine in 
what sectors of the economy capital expendi- 
ture will increase national productivity to 
the greatest extent as soon as it has been 
spent, or at least very quickly,” he said. 
“It is impossible to escape the suspicion 
that those who allocate the resources of 
materials and manpower which are available 
for capital improvement and development 
between different industries and purposes are 
inclined to regard expenditure on improved 
transport as if it were largely unproductive, 
and in the passenger field as if it were merely 
designed to increase the amenities of life 
for which the nation in its present circum- 
stances must wait. But this is a glaring 
misconception. I believe it could be proved 
that the expenditure of, say, £10,0C0,000 on 
road improvements would produce a bigger 
and quicker dividend in the saving of man 
hours, equipment and resources than an 
equal expenditure by almost any of the 
major industrial users of capital to-day. Yet 
the Government has put an almost com- 

“plete ban on any capital investment on 
roads.” 


London Traffic Congestion 


Mr. Valentine said that the Government’s 
response to the cogent and restrained Report 
on London Traffic Congestion made to the 
Minister of Transport this year by the 
London and Home Counties Traffic Advisory 
Committee was profoundly disappointing, and 
a notable example of the failure to appreciate 
the fundamental part that transport played 
in national life. The Committee, with a 
realistic sense of the competing claims for 
capital imvestment at this time, set aside for 
the present all the larger schemes costing 
more than £4,000,000 each, and recom- 
mended as a minimum immediate pro- 
gramme sixteen road improvements costing 
altogether under £20,000,000. It was true 
that the Minister has accepted many of the 
Committee’s minor but useful palliatives not 
involving any material expenditure at all, 
and had appointed a Committee to study 
further a convincing recommendation that 
£5,000,000 should be spent at once of 
tackling the car-parking problem, but not 
a word of hope had been spoken that any 
part of the modest programme of road 
improvements was likely to receive any 
further attention at present. 

“Yet it must be possible to make an 
overwhelming case for proceeding at once 
with all sixteen,” the speaker continued. 

“The large savings possible, not only to 
the providers but also to the users of public 
transport, by relieving street congestion and 
improving average speeds, is so apparent to 
those engaged in operating transport .that 
we may have fallen into the mistake of 
thinking it equally self-evident to others.” 

Mr. Valentine went on to. say that it was 
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a sad reflection that in this country fly-over 
road junctions could be numbered on the 
fingers of one hand compared with many 
hundreds in the U.S.A. and in Germany. 
Yet in 1950 the density of motor vehicles 
per mile of road in this country was second 
only to Belgium among the countries of the 
world. It was a matter of common observa- 
tion that we must be spending hardly enough 
to keep our roads in repair, let alone under- 
taking improvements. We had only found 
it possible to spend about two-thirds of one 
per cent. of the national income on road 
improvements and maintenance. The United 
States and Canada spent twice as much. 

Capital expenditure on railways was also 
far too restricted, and even by the hardest 
economic tests it would pay the nation 
handsomely to divert more capital invest- 
ment to the reduction of freight costs by 
rail, 


“ENTICEMENT” OF BUILDING 
WORKERS 


Rural Council’s Concern 


A SUGGESTION that workers on housing 
contracts are being “ enticed ” away to other 
work by higher wages offered is exercising 
the attention of the Valley Rural Council. 
The council’s housing committee is accord- 
ingly to make a protest to the Anglesey 
County Council and the Welsh Board of 
Health against the “ exceptional margin ” of 
14d. per hour extra paid to building workers 
on a new school. The committee is also 
seeking the support of other local authorities. 

The committee had been told that the 
men were “enticed” from _ contractors 
responsible for housing work in the area, 
and the result was that on two sites labour 
had to be shared. It was further alleged 
that a local building firm had produced a 
letter from the Master Builders Federation 
stating that housing had become _ third 
priority in favour of schools and administra- 
tive offices. 

The view of the Ministry is being sought 
in connection with this point. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


C.LA.M. Congress Report 


The official report of the 8th International 
Congress of Modern Architecture (C.I.A.M, 
8) held at Hoddesdon, Herts, this year, is 
now obtainable from the Hon, Secretary, 
MARS Group, 9, Conduit-street, W.1, price 
25s., postage 9d. 


Employment in the Building Industry 

The number employed in the building 
and contracting industries at the end of 
August was 1,453,000, an increase of 7,000 
compared with the previous month, accord- 
ing to figures issued by the Ministry of 
Labour and National Service. In the same 
month the total working population increased 
by 84,000. 


Back at Work Again 


Mr. W. E. Rice, chairman of Rice and 
Son and last year’s Mayor of Westminster, 
who was taken ill just before the end of 
his year of office, has fully recovered and 
is now back at work. Mr. Rice, who was 
president of the L.M.B.A. in 1942, was 
appointed deputy-mayor on his retirement 
from the mayoralty, and is again on duty 
at Westminster City Hall. 


Restoring Old Post Mill 


The eighteenth-century post mill at Steving- 
ton is to be restored by the Bedfordshire 
County Council as part of its Festival of 
Britain celebrations. It was partly because 
of the close association of the village of 
Stevington with John Bunyan ‘that it was 
decided to restore the mill. The Baptist 
gaia at Stevington was founded by 

im. 


“No New Hospitals Since War” 


In an extensive survey of hospital service 
since the inauguration of the National 
Health Service, published by the Institute of 
Hospital Administrators, it is stated that, 
although much money has been spent on the 
health service since 1948, the fact remains 
that not a single new hospital has been built 
in this country since before the war, apart 
from a few emergency medical service 
hospitals. 


R.LB.A. Golfing Society 


The autumn meeting of the R.I.B.A. Golf- 
ing Society was held this year at Fulwell 
Golf Club and the leading scores were as 
follows:—The Selby Cup: R. Duncan Scott 
86-19, 67; H. St. J. Harrison 81-14, 67; R. G. 
Scott 72-4, 68. R. Duncan Scott won the 
cup for the best score on the last nine holes. 
In the afternoon foursomes competition 
three pairs tied with one down and the com- 
petition was decided on the last nine holes 
and was won by R. G. Scott and E. H: 
Firmin. ’ 


Building Wages in Hospitals 


Agreement has been reached between the 
Ministry of Health and the Building Crafts- 
men’s Committee of the Whitley Councils for 
the Health Service to pay building crafts- 
men employed in hospitals, etc., the rates 
currently operating in the district in which 
the hospital is situated, as prescribed by the 
National Joint Council for the Building 
Industry in England and Wales and by the 
Scottish National Joint Council in Scotland. 
It is pointed out that nothing in this agree- 
ment shall be taken to imply that future 
variations in rates of pay will necessarily 


- follow variations in rates of pay prescribed 


by the joint councils. 
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Position of Television Aerials 


Television’ aerials are to be allowed on 
chimneys of Corporation houses at St. 
Helens instead of having to be placed on 
poles erected in the backyards. 

Northampton County Borough have 
solved the problem by designing a special 
bracket which is affixed to the back wall of 
the house and has the effect of keeping the 
aerial well below ridge level. No adverse 
result has been noted by reason of this 
arrangement, which is being ¢mployed on 
the Corporation’s new housing estates under 
the direction of the Borough Architect, Mr. 
J. Lewis Womersley, A.R.I-B.A., A.M.T.P.I. 


Grisaille Style Glass 

The ornamental grisaille style of stained 
glass has been chosen for the new North 
Wall Choir window, dedicated on Septem- 
ber 23, of Glasgow (Church of Scotland) 
Cathedral. The. style was chosen and de- 
veloped. by Professor A. E. Richardson, 
R.A., consultant to the cathedral authori- 
ties, and Mr. Carl J. Edwards, chief designer 
at the. Whitefriars glassworks of James 
Powell and Sons, Ltd., Wealdstone. 

Grisaille, which was the universal style in 
medieval times, was revived in the last cen- 
tury and is having a second revival now, 
according to. Professor Richardson. The 
size of the window, which was in produc- 
tion at Whitefriars for about a year, is: 
centre light, 13 ft. high, 2 ft. 74 in. wide; 
side lights, each 13 ft. high, 1 ft. 9 in. wide. 


' ‘TRADE NEWS 


New Depots . 

Blundell, Spence and Co., Ltd., announce 
the opening, on November 1, of new and 
considerably enlarged depots at Newcastle 
and Glasgow. 


St. James’s Church, Piccadilly 

The bricks used to repair the walls of the 
church of St. James’s, Piccadilly, were speci- 
ally made for size and colour by the High- 
broom Brick Co., Ltd., Tunbridge Wells. 


General Utility Panel 

Upson board, a light-weight general 
utility panel, is now being supplied by 
James Latham, Ltd., Mount Pleasant Hill, 
Clapton, E.5, after being off the market for 
a number of years. 


Films on Non-Ferrous Tubes 

The. Yorkshire Copper Works, Ltd., Leeds, 
have recently made: three films describing 
the manufacture, installation and standard 
fittings of ‘‘ Yorkshire” products. These 
films are being prepared for showing to tech- 
nical colleges, trade and professional asso- 
ciations and institutions. Other shows can 
be arranged for interested bona-fide bodies. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATIONS 

Anglo-Czech Trade Talks 

Agreement has now been reached with a 
Czechoslovak | trade delegation about the 
arrangements for a third year (ending June 
next) of the five-year Trade and Financial 
Agreement concluded on September 28, 1949. 
Quotas for the year for the import of 
Czech goods; including timber, have been 
agreed 
Importation of Plywood 

Applications to import plywood, lamin- 
board, blockboard and battenboard from 
Japan should be addressed to Timber Con- 
trol, Lacon House, Theobalds - road, from 
to-day (October 19) and not to the Import 
Licensing Branch. 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 


Glasgow Exhibition of Houses for 
Old People 


* i has been estimated that the number of 
people over 65 years of age is now over 
five millions, and if this trend. continues, 
in about 25 years a quarter of the popula- 
tion will be over 65 years of age,” said 
Mr. ARCHIBALD G. Jury, city architect for 
Glasgow, when opening an exhibition of 
houses for old people in the Scottish Build- 
ing Centre, Glasgow, recently. This exhibi- 
tion, sponsored by the Royal Institute of 
British Architects, is being shown in Glasgow 
under the auspices of the Glasgow Institute 
of Architects. The Scottish Building Centre 
is to make part of its premises permanently 
available for such exhibitions. 
The growing need for special housing for 
elderly people requiring care and attention, 
Mr. Jury said, was accordingly an urgent 


national problem, in which architects had 


the responsibility of designing comfortable 
and homely dwellings. 

Briefly, three separate types of accommo- 
dation. appeared to be required to meet 
varying circumstances: self-contained units 
for elderly couples able to fend for them- 
selves and desirous of privacy; special 
accommodation in larger dwellings for old 
people requiring just a little care and atten- 
tion; and communal hostels and converted 
houses for those unable to do anything much 
for themselves, 

The number of small dwellings built for 
old people by local authorities was about 2 
per cent. of the total number of municipal 
houses in Great’ Britain. This figure, Mr. 
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Jury commented, was totally inadequate 
from a national point of view. It was, how- 
ever, true to say that more and more hous- 
ing authorities were now allocating about 
5 per cent. of their new housebuilding pro- 
grammes to the special needs of the. old. 
Glasgow’s housing committee, Mr. Jury 
added, were making this allocation in all 
their new housing schemes. 

The exhibition closes to-morrow, Octo- 
ber 20. 


R.LB.A. President to Plan™ 
Crematorium 


THE pDrREcTORS of the Merchants House 
of Glasgow have procured the services of 
Mr. A. Graham Henderson, president of the 
Royal Institute of British Architects, and his 
partner, Mr. Gleave, for the preparation of 
plans for the building of a crematorium in 
the Necropolis. 


Scottish Appointments 


Mr. JoHN WALLACE Buick, Borough 
Engineer and Surveyor, Accrington, has been 
appointed .Burgh Surveyor and Water 
Engineer by Inverness Town Council. Mr. 
H. V. M’Naughton, surveyor, Hamilton, 
has been appointed Deputy Borough 
Engineer for Paisley. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


_ Aberdeenshire.—Ed. Com. approved school_build- 
ing work worth £238,000. The first part of Fraser- 
burgh’s new academy, est. cost £136,000: new hall 
and extensions at Culter junior sec. schoo], £52,000; 
and new primary school at Aboyne, £56,000. 

Auchtermuchty.—1.C. propose erection: of 20 
houses in seven blocks 

Buteshire.—Pians to be prepared for houses, etc., 
at The Convent Polorus, Barrone-rd., Rothesay, for 
which the architects are The Scottish Garden Asso- 
ciation, Ltd., Edinburgh. 

Carmunnock.—Plans are in hand for | 
building for the West of Scotiand Agricultural 
College, Blythswood-sq., Glasgow, for which the 
architects and quantity surveyors.are Fred Smith 
and Partners, F.S.1., F.R.1I-B.A., 4, Regent-st., 
The Cross, Hamilton. 

East Kilbride.—Plans have been prepared for the 
second development of the Whitemoss housing 
scheme consisting of 24 houses, etc., for which the 
architect is Donaid D. Raey, F.R.I.B.A., Torrence 
House, East Kilbride. . 5 

Edinburgh.—Dean of Gui'd Court has approved 
erection of 498 houses at Drylaw Mains South 
housing area at est. cast of £570,059. 

Falkirk.—Town Planning Sub..Com. agreed to 
proposed erection of police houses at Randyford 
and fire station at Westfield Farm. 

Falkirk.—T.C. approved proposals for erection of 
175 houses on various sites. 

Falkirk.—Dean of Guild Court has approved 
erection of 24 houses at Camelon, 80 at Windsor-rd. 
site, and 71 on two sites at Barneford. 

Fife.—Approval received for erection of schools at 
Genrothes, Dunfermline, Kirkcaldy, Rosyth and 
Comrie. Total est. cost of £726,022. 

_ Glasgow.—Corporation Highways Dept. has plans 
in hand for the erection at Swanston-st., Dahar- 
nock-rd., of a chlorination plant, etc, 

Glasgow.—Plans for the alterations for The 
Blythswood Hotel Co., Ltd., Argyll-st. Hotel, are 
in the hands of the principal contractors, Messrs. 
Archibald Hamilton, Ltd., Glasford-st., City, 
Glasgow, C.1. 

Glasgow.—Plans are being prepared for exten- 
sions to the factory of Dairy Produce Packers, Ltd., 
of Colquhoun-ave., at The Hillington industrial 


a new 


estate. Architects are Wylie, Shanks & Wylie, 
F/A.R.1.B.A., 120, Blythswood-st., Blythswood-sq., 
Glasgow, W.C.2. 


Greenock.—Plans are to be prepared for new cor- 
poration houses which are to be erected on Newart- 
st. site and also at Stonleigh, for which the archi- 
tect is Robert L. Rankine, A.M.Inst.C.E., A.M.T.P.I., 
Municipal-chbrs., Wallacesq., The Low Vennel, 
Greenock. * 

Kennoway.—Wemyss local committee of Fife CJC. 
have approved plans for new cinema to serve a 
mining industry area at Kennoway. 

Lanark.—Corporation is to erect at The Kildare 
Housing site 20 houses, etc., for which plans are 
by John M. hyte, F.Ri.B.A., , High-st., 
Lanark, the Council Master of Works being Andrew 
H. MacCorquadale, Municipal-chbrs., Lanark, 

Lanarkshire.—C.C. is to have plans prepared for 
a Catholic school to be erected on an Uddingston 
site and for which the architect is William Watt, 








F.R.1.B.A., County-chbrs., Albert-rd., Motherwell- 
Wishaw 


Lanarkshire. --12 counci] houses to be erected at 
The Kainend site at Carnwath, for which the archi- 
tect is Samuel MacColl, A. RIB, A., County-chbre . 
Beckford-st., Hamilton. 

Lanarkshire.—C.C. to have plans prepared for 4 
proposed new school, for which a site has been sug- 

ested near Newton-dr. Architect, William Watt, 
FR R.1.B.A., County-chbrs., Albert- rd., Motherwell- 
Wishaw. 

Stirlingshire.—It is proposed to erect 44 houses 
at Bonnybridge. 

Strathavon.—Plans are in hand for alterations, 
additions to St. Patrick’s Catholic church, for 
which the architects are Gillespie, Kidd & Coia, 
A.R.1,B.A., Well legion -chbrs., aterloo-st., Blyths- 
wood, Glasgow, W.C.2 


. FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included 
{n this list see previous issues. Those with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number. The dates 
at the heads of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
mission of tenders; a dagger (t) denotes closing 
date for applications; “the name and address at the 
end refer to the person from whom particulars may 


obtai 
BUILDING 


OCTOBER 22. 

*tDudley C.B.— Eight cottages at  Laurel-rd. 
Boro’ A., Priory Hall. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 
November 9. 

+Southampton C.B.—Erection <x | completion of 
health clinic at Sullivan-rd. Boro’ A,, Civit Centre. 
Dep. £2. Tender by November 16. 

OCTOBER 23. 

*+Plymouth T.C.—Erection of doctor’s house at 

Ernesettle. City A., Seymour-rd. Dep. £3 3s. 


OCTOBER 24, 

*tHampshire C.C.—Erection of prim. schools at 
Eastleigh and ee County A., The Castle, 
Winchester. Dep. £2 

*t Northampton atest houses and children’s 
home at Sunnyside. Boro’ A., Guildhall. Dep. 
£2 2s. Tenders by November 19. 


OCTOBER 25, 

*tHampshire Police Authority.—Police houses on 
three sites, County Architect, Winchester. Dep 
£1 1s. each. 

*tNorthumberland C.C.—Garage for seven ambu- 
lances, etc., West View. Ashineton. County A., New- 


castle-upon-Tyne, 1. Dep. £2 2s 
OCTOBER 27, 
*t+Cardiganshire E.C.—Secondary school, Aberyst- 
wyth. G. R. Bruce, County A., Aberayron. 
*tEssex C.C.—Junior school. vay Wood- 
ford. H. Conolly (F.), County A., Chelmsford. 


*tEssex C.C.—Adaptations of “The Pastures,” 
Leytonstone, as Civil roa training centre. H. 
Conolly (F.), County A., Chelmsford, 

*tisle of Ely ©.0.—Police houses, March i 
Wisbech. County Architect, March. Dep. £2 

*tSomerset 
Lambrook estate. R. O. 
Taunton. Dep. £2 2s. 


OCTOBER 29. 


*tFolkestone B.C.—Extension to Marine-gdns. 
shelter. B.E., Municipal Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 


C.C.— Erection of prim. bd at 
Harris (F,), Park-st., 


at Peterhouse 
Dep. £ 2s. 


idge U.D.C.—14 houses 
A W.J. Mullins, 78, Thoro’fare. 
OCTOBER 30. 

Farnham U.D.C.—28 houses at Heath End estate. 
G. Maxwe'l F pag 26, West-st. p. £2. 

Worksop R.D.C.—30 houses at . Beckett-ave., 
Gatien Lanark B. D. Thompson, 83, Bridge- 
st. Dep. £3 3s. 

OCTOBER 31. 

Aireborough U.D.C.—15 houses at “es House 
estate. E. & S., Counci! Offices. Dep. £2 

*tMitcham B.C.—117 flats and 10 seetieins at 
Glebe housing estate (section II). B.E. & S., Town 
Hall. Tenders by November 30. 


/ NOVEMBER 1, 
*t+Newcastie Regional Hospital Board.—Proposed 
regional psycuiatric unit. Secretary, Dunira, 
rne-rd., _Newcastle-on-Tyne, 2, 
*Swansea C©.B.—Crematorium, Morriston. 
Arch. Dep. £5 5s. 


NOVEMBER 2. 


*Bootie ©.B.—22 dwellings at Sterrix-la. site. BS., 
Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 


estate. 


Boro’ 
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‘Erith B.C.—(a) repairs, (b) re et or {¢) 
repairs and repainting of bridge which 
carries road B.213 (Krith-Woo wich) across B.R. 
main line (Wovo!wich-Dartford). H. Clayton, 
E. & 8., Town Hall. Dep. £1 1s. 

*Ploughiey R.D.C.—Two pairs of houses, sewers, 
etc., Piddington, E. & 8., Waverley House, Bices- 
ter. Dep. £2. 

*tSutton and Cheam B,C.—1i1i houses at three 
sites. B.E. & Municipal Offices. Dep. £3 3s. 
Tenders by November 3. 

*West Riding of Yorkshire Joint Com.—Proposed 
extensions to Normanton Police Station, County 

, Bishopgarth, Westfield-rd., Wakefield. 


NOVEMBER 3. 
*tPaisley Burgh.—Filter house, arene lent ydite, 


etc., Muirdykes filter station, How 
McGregor, B.E. & Water E., 14, Gilnour-st. 
Petro 5. 
arnstaple —20 homes at Forches estate 

BS onthe Castle “Dep. £2 2 

*Durham County Police ioecesine: —Four police 
houses at Willington. G. R. Clayton (F.), Court-la. 

*tNewcastle Regional Hospital Board.—Erection 
of two new villas (each for 40 low-grade mentally 
deficient patients) at Dovenby all Hospital). 
J. M. Sheppard and Partners (F.), 38, Bedford- 
pl., Bloomsbury.sq., London, W.C.1. 


*Prestwich Boro’.—72 houses, Carr Clough estate. 


B.E. Dep. £5 5s 
NOVEMBER 6. 

*Chatham Boro’.—30 bungalows, Waytela estate. 
H. D. Peake, B.E. & 8S. Dep. £2 
_ *Merton and Morden v.0.0,-Walls and wrought- 
iron railings and gates, King George’s Field, Tudor- 
dr. E, & 8. 

*Padiham _U.D.C.—Proposed 
houses. W. Veevers, Town Hall, 

NOVEMBER 7. 

“Berkshire ©.C.—Adaptations to Monksbarn, 
Cressington-rd., Reading, in connection with its 
use ag children’s home. County A., Wilton-hse., 
Parkside-rd., Reading. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Farnborough U.D.C.—Four shops with flats over 
at Minley-rd. housing estate, uncil’s E. & S 
Town Hall. Dep. £3 3s. : 

*Guildford R.D.C.—24 Gueltngs. together with 
ancillary works, at Georgelands, E. & S., Millmead- 
hse. Dep. £6 6s. 


erection of 100 
Dep. £2 2s. 


NOVEMBER 8. 
Milford Haven U.D.C.— houses at St. Lawrence 


Hill estate. E.&8S., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s 
NOVEMBER 9. 
“Carlisle City.—Central kitchen, Adelaide-st. 
City E., 18, Fisher-st. Dep. £2 2s. 


*Chingford B.C.—Erection of surgery building and 
garage at 21, Boardman-ave. B.E. & S., Holm- 
leigh, Ridgeway- rd. Dep. £1 1s. 

*Ploughiey R.D.C.—Three pairs of houses, Soul- 
dern, F. E. Openshaw (A.), 65, St. Giles-st., 
Oxford. Dep. £2: 

NOVEMBER 12. 
*Aldershot B.C.—Three ree at Pool-rd. B.E. 
& &., Municipal- bidgs. Dep. £1 

*Bushey U.D.C.—20 houses at paindaeks estate. 
E. & S8., Council Offices. Dep. £3 3s. 

*Cuckfield U.D.C.—Six houses and - Segoe, 
Gleberd. R. J. Willett, S. Dep. £1 

*Horncastle U.D.C.—12 houses, adiacen Boston- 
rd. R. Chatterton, clerk. Dep. £ 








TENACIOUS 
lerey Wal, iC) 


CEMENT 





PROTECTIVE 
DECORATION 
internal & external 


Gl 


THE ADAMITE COMPANY LIMITED 
MANFIELD HOUSE, STRAND. W.C.2 





October 19 1951 


*tHornsey B.C.—22 flats at two sites. 
Town Hall. Tenders by December 10. 


*Skegness U.D.C.—Repairs to reinforced concrete 


B.E. & &., 


water Noetr, Burgh-rd. Wiletwethe. Water Eng. 
NOVEMBER 13, 
*tHants C.C.—Secondary school, 


: Basjngstoke. 
County A., Winchester. p. £3 3. 


December 11. 
NOVEMBER 16. 

*Bournemouth C.B.—Extension to crematorium 
at North Cemetery. Boro’ Architect (Room 101), 
Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Harrow U.D.C.—37 houses at Castleton-rd., eight 
houses and two shops at Whittington-way and six 
old people’s dwellings at College Hill-rd, E. & §., 

uncil Offices. Dep. £2 (each case). 

Stroud U.D.C.—(a) 20 houses (contract No. 3); 
(b) 10 houses (contract No. 4); (c) 4 bungalows 
ameaet No. 5). F, Foster Langley, B.Sc., 
A.M.Inst.C.E., E. & §,, Council-chbrs., High-st., 
Stroud, Glos. 

*West Sussex ©.C.—Conversion of “ Marlands,” 
Itchingfield, to provide home for aged. persons. 
County A., County Hall. 

NOVEMBER 19. 

* «Cuckfield R.D.C.—Six flats at Horsted Keynes, 
four houses, ee and four houses at West 
Hoathley. Boltro-rd.. Haywards Heath, 
Sussex, Dep. £ 

*Oldham Pues shops, 12 maisonettes and 18: 
garages, Limeside housing estate. age oe and 
Middleton, chartered quantity surveyors, 32, Deans- 
gate, Manchester, 3. Dep. £2 2s. 

*States of Guernsey.—48 houses at Le Valnord. 
States Engineer, States Offices Annexe, Albert Pier, 
St. Peter Port. Dep. £2 2s. 

NOVEMBER 26. 

*Hastings C.B.—16 of people’s dwellings, 
Bristol-rd., mex & S. Dep. £2 2s, 
NOVEMBER 27. 


T.C.—72 nantes at Ridge estate. City 

Dep. £2 2s 

NO DATE. 

Ludiow B.C.—16 houses at Sandpits-rd. >. 6. N. 
Shrimpton & Son, 5, Castle-st. Dep. £2 

*tWinchester T.C.—96 houses at eaka: housing 
estate. A. S. Wilson and Partners,: 8, _Pethowat.. 
Storey’s Gate, Westminster. Dep. £2 

*Wrexham Boro’.—300 dwellings vb pene works, 
quae og estate, Southern area, section 1 and 


Tenders, 


Lancaster 
E., Town ‘all 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 
NOVEMBER 21, 

Formby U.D.C.—E. & S. (materials). 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 
OCTOBER 20. 


tWare R.D.C.—Hillside estate and Haileybury 
College main sewerage. D. Balfour & Sons, con-- 
sultant engineers, 131, Victoria-st., Westminster, 
8.W.1. Dep. £5. 


OCTOBER 22. 

Morpeth R. "he aye and sewage disposa) 
scheme at Mitford. . & §., Council Offices, Dacre- 
st. Dep. £3 3s. 

OCTOBER 26. 
ythe B.C.—Resurfacing of Dymchurch- o and 
2s. 


Bladkhouse:bill, B.S., Council Offices. Dep. £2 
OCTOBER 27. 
C.B.—Roads _ sewers. B.E. & S., 
Municipa l-bldgs. Dep. £2 2s 
OCTOBER 29. 


Kidderminster B.C.—Making up of Woodland-ave., 
Spring Grove-rd., Spring Grove-cres (part), Summer- 
~ _ Clee-ave. B.E. & S., 110, Mill-st. Dep. 


NOVEMBER 1. 

*Uckfield R.D.C.—Construction of roads and 
sewers at Fermor-rd. housing site, Crowborough. 
Surveyor to the Council, Counci: Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 

NOVEMBER 6. 
*Hertford B.C.—Completion of new roads 4 


Bingco estate. Howes and Jackman (FF.) 
ens Gray’s Inn, London, W.C.1. By 


NOVEMBER 7. 

South Devon Water Board.—Construction and 
maintenance of pipe mains and reinforced concrete 
reservoir, together with incidental works. Lemon 
& Blizard, 24, Lockyer-st., Plymouth. Dep. £3 3s. 

NOVEMBER 9. 

Southam R.D.C.—Sewerage and sovrnne disposal 
works for the housing site at Bishops Itchington. 
Richards and Dumbleton, consultant engineers, 
a 45, Newhall-st., Birmingham, 

ep 


NOVEMBER 10. 
*Gipping R.D.C.—Sewerage works at Bramford. 
Lemon & Blizard, 59, -Tufton-st., Westminster, 
London, S.W.L Dep. £3 3s. 
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NOVEMBER 12. 
Wetherhy R.D.C.—Thorp Arch sewerage scheme. 
K.. nhc sane ee. engineer, 29, 
Hi h-st. etherby ep, 
York T.C.—Roadworks at Gale-la. etension. City 
Engineer & Architect, Guildhall. Dep, £2. 


NOVEMBER 16, 


Hinckley U.D.C.—Works of sewage disposal. 
. M. Etherington, 9, Station-rd. Dep. £5 5s. 
NOVEMBER 17, 

Rugby R.D.C. — Clifton- ape -Dumsmore. water 
supply, montis No. 8. J. D. and D. M. Watson, 
MM.L.C.E., 18, Queen Anne’s Gate, Westminster, 

§8.W.1. Dep. £10 10s. 

St. Austell R.D.C.—Housing site preparation at 
St. Stephen. R. J. Goodwin, Trevarna, 12, Car-yon- 
rd, . £3 %. 

NOVEMBER 21. 

tCeylon Government.—Construction of Stage Ila 
of hydro-electric scheme at Watawala. Crown 
Agents for the Colonies, 4, Millbank, London, 8.W.1. 


NOVEMBER 27. 

Lieyn R.D.€.—Extension of main. R. A. Beeete, 

Motre-bidgs., Pwilheli, Caernarvonshire. Dep. £3 
NOVEMBER 28. 

Blyth R.D.C.—Pipelaying. Binnie, Deacon & 
cau. Artillery-hse., pasa tow, Westminster, 
London, 8.W.1. Dep. £10 

DECEMBER 13. 

Yeovil R.D.C.—Construction of a covered concrete 
service reservoir (750,000 gals. capacity) at Sutton 
2 ham. Herbert Lapworth Partners., engineers, 

ictoria-st., $.W.1. Dep. £5. 


NO DATE. 
Auckland (New Zealand) Metropolitan Drainage 


Board.—Main sewerage schemes. Secretary, P.O. 
Box 208, Auckland, C.I., New Zealand. 


GENERAL BUILDING. WORK 
(LONDON) 


Dagenham.—ScHoo.t.—Essex C.C. Education Com- 
mittee propose appointment of L. A. Francis & Sons 
as quantity surveyors for erection of the Dagenham 
Rookery Farm Infants’ School. Working drawings 
by Boro’ Architect of Barking. 

itford.—Scnoo..—Essex C.C. Education Committee 
have proposed engagement of Walter W. Green & 
Partners as quantity surveyors for provision of 
additional classrooms at Fairlop Secondary School. 
Plans by Boro’ Engineer and Surveyor of Ilford. 

Ss! s Bush—New Winc.—Hugh Minty & 
Partners, F.R.I.B.A., Chantry-hse., Buckingham 
Palaee-rd., S.W.1, are architects for new wing .to 
Wendell Park School, d-rd. 

Stepney.—Hovsine Site.—L.C.C.’s Housing Com- 
mittee propose to acquire approximately two acres 
of land at Dorian-st. and Cameron-pl. for housing. 

Walthamstow.—F ats.—Boro’ Architect has ‘pre- 
pared plans for biock of flats at Chingford-rd. 

Woodford.—Scnoo..—Essex C.C. Education Com- 
mittee have approved appointment of E. C. Harris 
& Partners as quantity surveyors for re-erection of 

Woodford Cowslip-rd. Primary Schoo Plans by 
County Council’s Education Architects’ Dept. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Alnwick.—U.D.C. considering the possibility of 
starting a Ceding estate on a' site of between 15 
to 17 acres at. South-rd. 

Alnwick.—British Road Services have ap’ mag 
UDC, concerning sites for proposed 
accommodate 150 vehicles. 

Alnwick.—R.D.C. to erect 200 houses at Shilbottle. 
Architects. are Reavell & Cahill, Lloyds Bank- 
chbrs,, Alnwick. 

Armthorpe.—West Riding C.C. propose to build 
new £22,000 police station. Scheme by Council’s 
Architects’ dept. (subject to Home Office approval). 

Ashton-under-Lyne.—New R.C. Church and Pres. 
bytery pr eee on a site between Lees-rd, and 

Nook-la., 

audeoioaa: , inie submitted to "I.C. for erec- 
tion of sec, sch. at Cuddesdown-rd. 

Bath.—Horstman, Ltd., car manufacturers, pro- 
5 ink erection of factory and offices at James-st. 

est. 

Beddington and. Wallington.—B.C. 5 na erec- 
bes 28 bungalows and 24 houses at Richmond-rd 

per.—R.D.C. propose to build 26 ‘houses at 
south Wi Wingfield site. 

Billingham.—Proposed to build primary sch. at 
Roseberry-rd. estate. 

Birkenhead.—H. J. Rowse, Martins Bank-bldgs., 
Liverpool, is the architect for erection of 400 houses 
at Woodchurch, 

Birmingham.—Approval sought for extensions to 
‘Selly Oak Hospital, new accommodation at Wood- 
lands Hospital, and reconstruction work at Win- 
son Green Hospital, for Regional Hospital Board. 

Blackburn,—Manchester Regional Hospital a 
propose to erect new hospital on west side of Yew 


“Tree-dr., at junction with Preston New-rd. 
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Blackpool sy Aecations and additions at Arnold 


8ch., tur Ed. 
Boston. Gian ‘Gndustries, Lid., White Horse- 
chbrs., S ding, propuse extensions to their factory 


at Marsh- 
Srigheuee. _B.C. propose to bnild R dwellings 
and five shops over at Highcliffe and Southowram. 

Caernarvon.—T.C. propose further 56 houses at 
Cae Mur estate. 

Caernarvon.—Hospital Management Com. 
pose adaptation ma “ Bryan Morfa,” Pwilheli- a, 
Caernarvon, as nurses’ home. 

Cannock.—Staffs Ed. Com. have grteoret plans 
repared by County Architect, R. H. Stillman, 
or proposed erection of Stage 1 of Gott. § Mining 
Technical College. 

Cheltenham.—R.D.C. has received allocation of 
125 houses for 1962-53. 

Cheshire.—C.C. allocated 107 houses to Maccles- 
field T.C. for erection for overspill population. 
* seee—Ratines R.D.C. propose eight houses at 

er 

Corby.—Development Corporation propose to 
build first 500 houses and parts of the town centre 
s connection with the development of the new 
wnt 

Coventry.—T.C. seek loan of £22,873 for 24 flatlets 
at Stonebridge Highway estate; seek loan of 
£26,900 for medical inspection block, kitchen, 
dining-room and layout of playing field at proposed 
Wainbody Wood RK.C. School; propose repair of 
Foleshill Bates. at est. cost of (T.C,’s pro. partion) 
£38,749. E. 'B. Gibson, City Architect.—Trustees 
of Fords Fi opital propose restoration of building, 
est. cost, £13,000. 

Darlington, —Hutton & Hutton, 24, Southend-av., 
Darlington, have prepared plans for six houses at 
ae oniscliffe and four at Great Stainton, for 


Darlington.—M.E, have awarded the E.C. a start- 
ing date for new £200,000 girls’ high school at 
Hummersknott. 

Darlington.—R.D.C. has approved layout plans 
for 38 houses at Aycliffe. Council’s architects are 
Hutton &, Hutton, 24, Southend-ave., Darlington. 

Derbyshire.—E.C. received planning clearance 
and completed survey for new school at Fairfield. 

Dewsbury.—B.C. to prepare layout for houses at 
Scopsley-la., zoey. and bungalows rear of Edge 
Close, Thornhill 

Douglas.—T.C. to build additional’ motor bus 
eee at Wavertey-rd. 

Drifheld.—U.D.C. to erect 40 houses at Northfield- 
rd. cetate : 

Durham.—T.C. has applied for loan sanction of 
£18,850 for erection of 12 houses at Church-st.. 
Durham, and propose to build blind persons’ hostel 
at Durham. Plans by County A., Court-!a., Durham. 

Easington.—R.D.C. propose erection of 44 houses 
at Murton, S. Helton, and Wingate 

Essex.—Ed. Com. have submitied following list of 
projects to Minister of Education for second half 
of 1962-53 programme :— 

Colchester, Hamilton-rd. Secondary (170) (trans- 
fer) Second Instalment, £44,880; Broomfield Second- 
ary (510), £134,640; Braintree North Junior (480) , 
£73,920; Basildon’ New Town Fryerns Infants 
(240), £36,960; Basildon Barstable Secondary (340), 
First’ Instalment, ue:  aneeenes L.C.C. Estate 
Site 8 f. (560 ng Ws diy ao Hatch 
Junior Gay" £49280 « worth Ww (200) 
(transfer), £30,800; Debden Vee estate site 7 

& I. (560), £86,240; Harlow Mark Hall No. 2 
J. é I. (560), ew ‘Hainault L.C.C. estate 55. 
J. & I. (280 43,120; Barking St. Jo 
RC. J. & 1. (00) (itebuilding)’ £43,120; Dagen 
Charlecote Secomdary Techmical (510), £134,640 
Oxlow-la. Infants’ am), a Iiford Fairlopra. 
J. (280 43,120 ; "Leyton Ruckholt 
Secondary (Rebuilding £69,000; Romford Harold 
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Hill Site No, 8 Secondary Girls (510), £134,640; 
Romford Cross-rd.. Junior (480), £73,920; Romford 


Harold Hill Site No. 4 & I. (560), an: 
Romford Harold Hill R.C. JM. & &. 9S ae 
and Walthamstow St. George's acai 


(Remodelling), £39,800. 

Essex.—Ed. Com. have approved sketch plans by 
Councils? Architects’ dept. or adapiations to 
proposed Residential Special School at Bishops 
Stortford, at est. cost of £17,729. 

Essex.—C.C, Ed. Com. have approved plans for 
workshop block at Norta-East Essex Technical 
College and School of Art. Plans by Education 
Architects’. dept. 

Evesham.—R.D.C, seek approval for erection of 
50 houses at Church Honeybourne. 

-Gateshead.—Page, Son & Hill, 75, King-st., South 
Shields, have been appointed ‘architects by Dur- 
ham Coal Board for proposed pithead sath, can- 
teen and medical centre at Watergate Colliery. 

Gateshead,—T.C. has instructed its Chief Archi- 
tect, H. J. Cook, to prepare plans for an old 
people’ 3 hostel at Beacon ough. Sites for similar 
hostels are proposed at Lobley Hill, Highfield and 
Wrekenton. 

Gateshead.—T.C. propose the erection of 197 
aemees at Wrekenton (North) neigabourhood unit. 

Gateshead.—Anderson & Boyes, Ltd., mining 
Sone. propose extension to works at Durham- 
rd. Plans by A. H. Fennell & Co., RI 
Bridge End-chbrs., Chester-le-Street. 

Gloucester—Dancey & Meredith, L.R.1.B.A., 
Bleak- hse., Station-rd., are architects for new 
nurses’ home at Great’ Western- rd., for Gloucester, 
Stroud, afid Forest Hospital Management Com. 

Guildford.—R.D.C. are Seeking Government 
authority to build 136 houses in 1952. The pro- 
gramme submitted provides for 64 houses at The 
Cardinals, Tongham; 28 at Meadowlands; 28 at 
West Clandon; 28 at Old Land, Effingham Junc- 
tion, 12 at Hoimbury St. Mary; and four at Nor- 
wood- rd., Effingham. 

Halesowen.—T.C. to negotiate contracts for 16 
houses at Belle Vale estate. 

Halifax.—T.C, are to build 84 flats at Grantham- 
rd., and 52 flats at Heap-st. 

Hatfield. —Development Corporation are to build 
52 houses at Roe Green estate. 

Haverfordwest.—R.D.C. have plans im hand for 
erection of 40 houses at each of the following 
sites :—St, David’s, Solva and Letterston. 

Hebburn-on-Tyne.—U -D.C. to build 76 houses at 
Hart'eburn site. 

Heckmondwike.—U.D.C. have received Ministry 
of .Local Government and Planning approval to 
borrow £26,200 for erection of 14 houses at Huns- 
worth-la., Hunsworth, and four houses at Huns- 
worth- la., East Bierley. 

Hereford,—Housing Com. have applied for M.L.G. 
& P. and H.M. Treasury consent to borrow moneys 
for erection of 40 houses at new Hunderton estate 
and Heron Court estate. 

Hereford.—Plan submitted by City Surveyor for 
erection of blocks of flats at Bath-st’ was 
approved in principle by Planning Com. 

Hertfordshire.—Construction of me and in- 
fants’ schools at Boreham Wood. Plans by County 
Architect, County Hall, Hertford: | 

Highworth.—R.D.C. propose to build 35 houses at 
Stratton St. Margaret, 31 at Wroughton, 28 at 
Highworth, 10 at Hannington, 8 at Chisildon and 
4 at Blunsdon. Total is 116. 

Holywell.—_U.D.C. propose construction of 38 
houses at Greenfield. Council’s architect is E.-C. 
Roberts, Earl-chbrs,, Mold. 

Holywell. —F. C. Roberts, Earl-chbrs., Mold, is 
architect to U.D.C. for erection of 38 houses at 
Greenfield. 

Hornsea.—U.D.C. propose to build 20 houses at 
Hornsea Burton estate. 

Huyton.—Lancs County Planning Com. have pro- 
posed development of town centre with provision 
for shops, cinema, public baths, health centre, 
fire, police and bus stations at Huyton. Plans by 
~— Architect. 

Hyde.—B.C. leased land at Harbour Farm estate 
to T. Barnes & Su: at erection of six shops. 

Irthlingborough.—U.D C, to reinvite tenders for 
erection of 16 houses. 

Jarrow-on-Tyne.—T.C. to erect 18 flats at High- 
st. at a cost of £21,000. Plans by Boro’ Engineer, 
H. W. T. Perkins. 

Kent.—19 new schools B dpi ya ng for 6,750 
children are included in 1962-53 building programme 
of Kent Education Committee, now sanctioned by 
Minister of Education. : 

.—T.C. approved Jayout for 1,350 dwellings 
at Swardcliffe. 

Leeds.—E.C. 1952/3 schools programme :—Comple- 
tion of Moor Allerton sec. mod,; Intake-la. = 
mod.; Our Lady of Good Counsel B.C. prim. 
croft; and conversion of St. Chads Hostel, yoee: 
shire Training College of Housecraft. 

Leigh.—_Lancs €.C. propose to erect modern 
ambulance station at rear of Atherleigh Hospital. 

Territorial Army progeee new centre near junc- 
tion of Leigh-rd. aaa khall-la., est. cost, £50,000 

Leyburn.—R.D.C. propose erection of eight 

houses af Maythorne estate. Council’s architect is 
a Dent, Finkle-st.-chbrs., Richmond, York- 
shire. 
Lincoinshire.—76 houses proposed under 1961-52 
programme for West Kesteven will be allocated as 
follows “ene houses at Great Gonerby; 12 at 
Ancaster; at Fulbeck; 12 at Caythorpe: 12 at 
Long Sekalneton eight at Old Somerby; and six 
at Ropsley. 
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Litherland.—Williams & Sutcliffe, 24, Dale-st., 
Liverpool, are arcuitects to U.D.C. for erection of 
= See and 18 bungalows at Netherton Park 
e y 

Liverpool.—Watch Com. to acquire land at Park- 
stile-la. for erection of four police houses. 

Liverpool.—Watch Com. propose acquisition of 
land’ between Hale-rd. and Dam Wood-rd. for 
pees housing accommodation (subject to M.L.G, & 

. approval). . é 

Liv .—Housing Com. to acquire 1,05 acres 
of land at Altcross-rd., for provision of an old 
people’s hostel (subject to M.L.G. & P. approval). 

Longbenton.—U.D.C. is planning to establish 
small trading. estate on a site of 31 acres at West 
Moor suitabfé for light industries. 

Louth.—New outpatients’ dept. at County Infirm- 
ary, for Sheffield Regional Hospital Board, Archi- 
tect is H. Hall, 26, South-st., St. Mary’s Gate, 
Grimsby. 

Pe,» ecrmaeaemsaniitaiaa propose 400 houses at Hurds- 


Macclesfield.—B.0.T. sues granted to John 
Morris (Fire Snow), Ltd., Johnson-st,, Stockport, 
for erection of new factory at Hurdsfield. 

Macclesfield.New memorial chapel proposed at 
= Church. Architect is R. A. Riseley, Maccles- 
eld. 

Manchester.—Unicream, Ltd., Broughton-la. 
Salferd, propose £25,000 cream canning works off 
Chester-rd., Hulme, Manchester. 

Manchester.—E.C. to erect additional classrooms 
at New Moston County Primary School.—T.C. 
approved report by County Architect for major re- 
airs to All Souls C. of E. School, Ancoats.—E.C, 

build new County Primary School at Crab-la., 
Blackley; and new Moston County Secondary 
School.—T.C. approved plans for 28 houses (Scheme 
138) at Lincombe-rd., Woodhouse Park and Moss 
Nook ; 84 flats in four three-storey blocks (Scheme 
152), at Portway, Woodhouse Park; 45 flats in four 
three-storey blocks (Scheme 154) at Northern 
Moor; 36 flats in four three-storey blocks (Scheme 
153) at Northern Moor; 54 flats in four three-storey 
blocks at Oakmore-rd., Baguley ; 15 houses and four 
cottage flats at Bank House Farm estate, Chapel- 
la., Blackley; 78 flats in four three-storey blocks 
(Scheme 147) at Northern Moor; and 30 flats in 
three three-storey blocks (Scheme 148) at Chalford. 

. and Greenbrow-rd., Newall Green. 

Manchester.—P. Cummings, Jacey-hse., Oxford- 
st., and E. Levey, 32, Deansgate are architects 
for proposed new synagogue at Jacksons-row. 

Manchester.—C. B. Pearson & Son, 24, Devon- 
shire-st., are architects for burns treatment unit at 
Booth Hall Hospital, Blackley. 
Manchester.—Metropolitan Vickers Electrical Co., 
Ltd., propose new factory at Wythenshawe estate. 
7.0. to negotiate with Railway Executive on 
Ree of erecting new abattoir on site at 

metery-rd. and Philips Park, Newton Heath, at 
est. cost of £2,000,000. , 

Mansfield.—Ministry of Local Government and 
Planning: have granted T.C. appreval to proceed 
with erection of 58 houses at Ladybrook and 
Princes-st. estates, at total est. cost of £83,228. 
Market Drayton.—R.D.C. propose erection of 10 
houses at Hodnet and 16 at Langley Dale. 
Matiock.—U.D.C. to build bus station at Bake- 
well-rd; approved plans for shop, restaurant and 
flat at Causeway-la, for P. Todd; new entrance, 
offices and lavatories and caretaker’s flat at 
Glendon,” Knowleston-pl., for East Midlands 
Electricity Board; and eight houses at Thorncliffe- 
ave., Darley Dale, for G. R. Paskin. 

Middlesbrough.—T.C. plan new 
station. Architect is ‘homas 
Borough-rd., Middlesbrough. 

Neweastle-on-Tyne.—E.C. have applied for loan 
sanction to borrow £155,000 for erection of Denton- 
8q. primary school. Architect is C. §. Errington, 
%, Grainger-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

ampton.—T.C, propose erection of residen- 
tial accommodation for 32 residents at King’s 
Heath, est. cost, £26,800. 

N. Iretand.—The Northern Ireland Minister of 
Commerce is to build for the English Sewing Cotton 
Company, Ltd., of Manchester, a mill in Lisnaskea, 
County Fermanagh. | ; 
North Riding.—An infants’ welfare centre is to be 
erected at Richmond. Est. cost is £13,350. 

North Staffordshire —Ministry of Education has 
allocated £200,000 for 1952-53 for work on the Col- 
lege of Ceramics and Potiery to be established in 
ap mt rd vene-b a 

Northumberland.—Home for old people to be 
built. at King’s-av., Morpeth. County ra is C. C. 
Brown, County Hall, Newcastle. 
Northwich.—U.D.C. propose extensions and im- 
ig her > age 

ottingham.—T.C. propose new concert hall. 
at are Cecil Howitt & Partners, Notting- 
m 


am. 

Nottingham.—Construction of junior school at 
Strelley estate. 

Nuneaton.—T.C. recommended to approve plans 
for 116 “No Fines” houses at Camp Hill estate; 
218 houses and 14 old om ees bungalows at. Mars- 
ton estate; 36 Cornish Unit and two brick houses at 
Knobdley-cres., and block of flats at Mount-st. site. 
—B.C. approved plans for extensions to factory 
ers at Oaston-rd, for Mordun (Engineering), 

td.; shop premises at The Circle, Vernons-la., for 
Co-op. Society, Ltd.; alterations and additions at 
Mill Walk, for Marks & Spencers, Ltd.; and altera- 
tions and extensions: at 64, Coton-rd., for G. EB. & 
W. Wincott, Ltd. 


ambulance 
Crawford, 80, 
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Oldbury.—Parkes Classic Confectionery, Ltd., 
propose works extensions. 

Oidham.—E.C. propose staff rooms and lavato 
blocks at Greenacres County ie School, 
Smith-st.—B.C. received approval for layout of 
Holts estate:-—B.C. approved plans_ non-ferrous 
foundry at Alford-st., for Gravel Gate Foundry Co., 

-; extensions to works, “ Barleycroft,” Brook- 
la., for F. Wild, Ltd.; 14 houses at Merton-av., for 
A. Pellowe & Sons, Ltd.; new Cupola House at 
Marmaduke-st., for Condor Ironworks, Ltd.; exten- 
sions to offices at Lady-st., for Geo. Hill (Oidham), 
Ltd. ; extensions to stock room at 13/17, High-st., for 
E. Hudson & Co. (Oldham), Ltd.; extensions and 
alterations to No. 1 and 2 Mills at Maple Mills, 
Dowry-st., for Maple Mill, Ltd.; outline applica- 
tion for R.C, Church at Fitton Hill estate, for the 
Very Rev. Canon Fitzgerald; domestic science ex- 
tension at College-rd., for Trustees of Hulme 
Grammar School; and welfare and toilet exten- 
sions, “ Ashley Mill,” Ashley-st., for Benjamin 
Lees & Co., Ltd. sae 

Onchan,—Village Commissioners have approved 
erection of 44 houses at Ballachrink. 

Ormskirk.—T.C. propose erection of offices at 53, 
Burscoug-st.—U.D.C. to receive further allocation 
of 30 houses for erection at Scott estate. _ 

Otley.—U:D.C. approved plans for additions to 
works at North-av., for Guysons Industries; addi- 
tions to works at Albert Works, North-st., for Wm. 
Sinclair & Son; and garages and warehouse at 
Brumfitts Yard, Westgate, for Dacre, Son 


Hartley. : 

Paisley.—T.C. propose to build 100 houses at 
Blockhall. ; 
Plymouth.—City Council have approved — in 


principle the reconstruction of the Gui'dhall and 
adjoining building at an est. cost of £9,000. Work 
to be supervised by City Architect, H. J. W. 
Sterling. 

Pwliheli.—T.C. seek approval to layout for 25 
houses at Churton-st.; also propose 50 houses at 
Churton-st. extension. 

Retford.—R.D.C. to erect 26 new houses at Tux- 
ford and eight at Everton, 

Rhosesmor.—R.D.C. has been atlocated 50 houses 
for 1952. 

Richmond.—B.C. has had a scheme approved for 
building of an infants’ welfare centre and health 
office. Est. cost, £13,650. Plans by Boro’ S., J. 
Anderson. : 

Rochdale.—B.C. to erect a branch library at 
Spotland. ; 

St. Helens.—T.C. propose erection of 60 houses 
at Derbyshire Hill estate, and 50 at East Lanca- 
Shire-rd. estate. 

Salford.—T.C. propose new health offices at The 
Crescent. : 

Salford.—T.C. approved reconstruction of pre- 
mises for industrial use at Sagar-st.. for Satford 
Electrical Instruments, Ltd.; distillation plant at 
Hothersall-st., for Featly Products. Ltd.; and tex- 
tile factory at Dean-rd. and Bridgewater-st., for 
Textifil (Manchester) Co., 89, Church-st., Man- 
chester. 

Sedat UDC. to erect terrace-type houses at 
Summer-la. site; and received approval in principle 
for six houses at The Vista, Gibbons Hill estate. 

Sheffeld.—Adaptations and improvements at City 
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General Hospital. Architects are Sir John Burnet 
Tait & Partners, London. 

Smethwick.—T.C. to construct block of 28 dwell- 
ings at Welliggton-st. and Foundry-la. 

Somerse d 


t. hoolg are to be erected 

at Portishead and Norton Radstock; Writhlington, 
at total est. cost of £322,740. 
_ Somorset.—Standing Joint Com. approved spend- 
ing during 1952-53 of £10,000 out of an est. cost of 
£40,000 on building a sergeants’ station and court 
at Radstock. 

Southport.—B.C. approved plans for 94 houses at 
Heathfieid-rd. housing site. 

South Shields.—Jarrow & Hebburn Co-op. Society 
are having plans prepared for dairy and creamery 
at Leam-:a., South Shieids. Plans by C.WS. 
Architects’ Dept., 90, Westmoreland-rd., Newcastle. 

South Shields.—Boro’ Engineer, John Reid, has 
prepared plans for erection of four shops and 12 
flats in one four-storey block at Lizard-la. 

South Westmoriand.—R.D.C. propose 40 houses 
on six different sites and eight flats at Milnthorpe. 

Stafford.—T.C. approved revised layout for 38 
houses at Manor estate. 

Stanley.—U.D.C. has asked M.L.G. & P. to 
approve erection of 45 terrace houses at Shield- 
row, Stanley, at a cost of £65,202. : 

Stockport.—E.C. propose following schools ‘in 
1952/3 programme :—Nangreave-rd. R.C. sec. sch., 
£135,000, estimated; Brinnington County prim. sch., 
£49,280. (Stage _1); further adaptations at Taxa! 
Lodge Special Residential School, £20,000; and Ed. 
Com. seek loan of £127,000 for first instalment, 
Offerton sec. mod. girls’ sch.—B.C. approved plans 
for additional building at Wellcroft-st. and re- 
roofing existing premises at Old Gardens-st., for J. 
Ratcliffe & Sons, Ltd.; alterations and extensions 
at Harrogate-rd., Reddish, for Chas. Lowe & Co., 
Ltd.; additional storey to engine house at Corona- 
tion Bakery, Swallow-st., for Birkett & Bostock, 

td.; 10 shops with living accommodation at Stock- 
ort-rd., junction of Kensington-rd., Cheadle Heath, 
or R..R. & J. Willan, 2, Brooklands-rd., Sale; 
block of flats at Claremont-rd., Woodsmoor, for J. 
Cresswell; and single-storey addition to works for 
drawing office at Rowsley-gr., Reddish, for J. 
Halden & C., Ltd. . : : 

-Stockton-on-Tees.—Construction of cofsultative 
outpatients’ dept. to be built at Stockton Children’s 
Hospital by Newcastle Hospital Board. Board’s 
Chief Architect is P. H. Knighton, A.R.I.B.A. 

Stourbridge.—T.C. seek loan sanction £220,980 
for 152 dwellings at Wollaston Farm estate. 
_Stretford.—Erection of 20 houses at Radstock-rd. 


site. 

Strood.—R.D.C. propose construction of 26 houses 
and four bungalows at Meopham. | 

Sunderland.—T.C. to proceed with scheme for 
erection of old people's homes at Hill View. Plans 
by H. C. Bishop, Boro’ A., Grange-hse., Stockton- 
rd., Sunderland. ° ; 

Sunderland.—W. & T. Milburn, 17, Faweett-st., 
Sunderland, are architects for offices at- Pallion 
he ge for Sunderland Forge & Engineering Co., 


Sutton-in-Ashfield.—U.D.C. to erect 100 houses on 
Carsic-la. estate. 3 
Thurrock.—U.D.C. propose erection of branch 
library at Blackshots-la. ; c 
Tynemouth.—Plan for major improvements’ to 
uay, at cost of £100,000 is 
being considered by T.C. gti 

Tynemouth.—Ed. Com, to build new school at 
Preston, North Shields. Architect is G. Gray, 
Camden-st.,. North Shields. 

Tynemouth.—Plans to be prepared for E.C. for 
proposed new technical sch.—E.C. has been in- 
formed that proposed technical sch. and the Monk- 
house county prim. sch. will constitute the E.C.’s 
building programme for 1952.—Additions are pro- 

ed to printing works at Little Bedford-st., for G. 
‘eming.—William Stockdale, 73, Howard-st., North 
Shields, has prepared revised plans for mineral 
water factory at Waterville-rd—Calverley & Gee. 
Haswell & Son, Tyne-st., North, Shields, are archi- 
tects for house and shop in New York-rd., for W. 
Thompson.—W. Stockdale, Howard-st., North 
Shields, is’ architect for proposed Spiritualist 
church and vestries at Stanley-st., and three shops 
and savings bank with flat above at Verne-rd., 
North Shields, and plans are being prepared by 
Tasker & Child, Trinity-bidgs., New Bridge-st., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, for clubhouse at Preston-av. 
for Percy Park Memorial Ground, 
discussing with the Home Office a scheme for fire 
station and ambulance depot at Marden.—T.C. has 
received sanction to borrow £72,785 for-the. erec- 
tion of 54 houses at. Marden and Balkwell and 
£43,934 for 34 houses at Marden Central. 

Ulverston.—U.D.C, recommended to approve erec- 
_ got further 60 houses at The Craftlands Park 
estate. 

Upton-on-Severn.—_R.D.C. to build 28 houses at 
Kempecy. Architects are Pemberton & Bateman, 
A.R.I.B.A., 21, Vine-st., Evesham. 

See ee of 114 houses at Kettlethorpe 
estate, ; 

Wallasey.—B.C. ee ng negotiation of contracts 
for house with J. Boyd & Co, (Wallasey), Ltd., 44, 
Borrowdale-rd., Moreton (14); T. Rule, Harlian- 
hse., Cobham-rd., Moreton (12); and H. G. B. 
(Live ") Construction Co., Ltd., 30, Carnsdale- 


rd., Moreton (20). 

Wallasey.—E.C. ee sketch plans for 
school. 

Wallsend.—Tasker & Child, Trinity-bldgs., New 








Leasowé sec. mod, 


ridge-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, have prepared. plans: 





Ltd.—T.C, is — 
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cs 


for extending a fitting-out department for Wall- 

send Slipway & Engineering Co., Ltd.; J. Moffatt, 
Cheviot View, Ponteiand, is architect for offices at 
High-st. for Royal London Mutual ‘insurance 
Society; C. 8. Errington, 46, Grainger-st., New- 
caS8tle, is architect for ‘proposed warehouse for 
Cookson’s Lead and Antimony Co., Ltd.; Northern 
Coal Board, Neweastle, are to build laboratory at 
Rising Sun Colliery, Wallsend ; and a revised plan, 
costing £10,800, is being submitted to M.L.G. 

by T.C. for extending ‘Wallsend baths. TO tects 
are P. L. Browne, mn & Harding, Pearl-bidgs., 

Newcastle, 

Warrington.—Lancashire Steel Corporation, Ltd., 
Whitecruss Works, propose scheme Ag improve- 
ments to works, at est. cost of £200 

Washington.—C. C. to build new county school at 
High Usworth. County. Architect is G Clayton, 
Court-la., Durham. 

West Lancs.—R.D.C. propose eight bungalows 
for aged at Tarleton. 

West Riding.—C.C. to approve following in 1952-53 
programme :—Sub-divisional headquarters at Ship-ey, 


est. cost £40,550; divisional H.Q. at, Bradford-rd., 
Otley, £60,.00; sub-divisional .Q. at North-rd., 
Ripon, £35,000 ; sub-divisional H.Q. and court 


house at Wetherby, £47,000 est.; and section station 
at Armthorpe, £22,000 est. County Architect, H. 
Bennett, Waketieid. 

Whitley Bay.—U.D.C. to make compulsory pur- 
chase order for land at Cauldwell-la., Monkseaton, 
for housing. 

Wigan.—Corporation are to make application to 
borrow £217,909 for building of 93 houses at Norley 
Hall estate, purchase of land, laying of water mains 
and to buy schoo] furniture. 

Wigan.—Four stream R.C. sec. school proposed at 
Springtie.d. 

Wirksworth.—U.D.C. seek mae of £30,607 for 24 
houses at Country Club site 

Wolverhampton,— Kd. Com. propose extensions to 
Wolverlampton and Staffordshire Technical College 
for commence by ie National Foundry College at 
est. cost of £ 

Worsley.—L. D.C. seek loan of £19,464 for 10 
— five flats and two houses at Old Clough-la., 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes pr ly ted. 

t+ Denotes a been A for “acceptance. 

g Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

q —— accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 


Aberystwyth.—Dormitory block at Penglais Hill, 
for the University: *Wm. Cowlin & Son, Bristol, 


Bakewell.—Four houses at Calver, 40 houses at 
Stoney Middleton and six houses at Grindleton, for 
R.D.C.: Hayw 

Blackpool.—Erection “of maternity ae child wel- 
fare clinic at Layton, for B.C.: A. Robson, 
Ltd,, Blackpool Old- rd., Wightgrlone: £6,207. 

_Brandon,—Erection of 20 houses at Esh Win- 
ning, for U.D.C. Architect is F, Hedley: *Direct 
Labour. 

Bristol._Construction of operating theatre at 
— Hospital: *Stone & Co., Ltd., Redland- 


Bristol.—Erection of prim. sch, at Headley Park, 
for C.C. J. Nelson Meredith (F.), Kagle-hse., 
Colston-ave., Bristol, 1, and quantities by Hookway 
. Co. *Ashmores (Gloucester), Ltd., 10, Westgate- 

Gloucester, £42. 

Burton.—Erection eT ‘first part of the proposed 
new Technical Coltege, for  T.C.’ 2 Po ne Com. 
*George Hodges & Sons, Ltd., £17 

Chester.—Six houses at Christleton; eo R.D.C.: 
ae Witter & Son, £7,700; PE houses at Molling- 

“Irby Estates, Ltd., 

“oe —100 blocks “‘ Gregory “i ‘flats, for U.D.C.: 
“Drury & Co., Ltd., £201,235. 

Darlington.—Erection of 40 houses at Spring- 
field housing site, for T.C. E. A. Tornbohm, 
Boro’ A.: *Direct Labour, £57,198. 

Doncaster.—Annexe to Training College, for E.C.: 
*Chester'’ & McLaughian, td., © England-la.. 
Knottingley. 

Doncaster.—Works for B.C.:—Seven shops and 
flats at Beckett-rd. site and seven shops and flats 
at Cantley ee (Stage 1): *P. P. Taylor (Don- 
caster), Ltd., 6, South-par., £29,947. Houses at 
Cantley estate (Site No. 1): **Hemsworth Bros., 62, 
Ravensworthi-rd., £12,572 (10); *F. Moss & Sons 
(Builders), Ltd., Grange-rd., Bessacarr, £11,383 
(10); *F. Mogs & Song (Builders), Ltd., seenae 
(12); *Robinson Bros., 228, Thorne- rd., £11,271 (9); 
“Corfield & Sons,. Old Rossington, Rossington, 
£9,107 (8). Houses at Intake estate, for B.C.: 
*Wright & Clifton Bros., £11,484 (8). 

Doncaster.—Extensions to Transport Garage at 
Leicester-av., for B.C,: *T T., Couges & Co., Ltd., 7, 
Bridge-gr., York- rd., £12 

udley Const ruction av Stage 3 of Dudley & 
statts Technical College: *J. Webb, 1, Ivy House- 
la., Coseley, £69,000. 

Durham.—Erection of county school at New Pen- 
shaw, for C.C. County, Architect is G. R. Clayton, 
Court- la., Durham: *Holiand & MHannen and 
Cubitts, Ltd., Howdon-on-Tyne, £51,831 (subject to 
M.E. approva 1). 

Halstead.—10 houses at Church-rd.; Gosfield, for 
R.D.C.: *G. Tanner & P. O. Wicks, Ltd., Brain- 
tree, £13,607 

Hampton.—Construction of 





pumping station, 
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chlorinating house, administrative offices, ‘demoli- 

tion work, drainage and other contingent works 

at Sunuyside, tor assay Water Board: 
H:pperson & Son, Ltd., £45,403. 

Hoy jlake.—Six shops and eight peicenetine at 

lack Hose Hill, West Kirkby, for U.D.C.: 8. 
Farrall & — (Hoylake), Ltd., Mirkentiesd- rd. 
Hoylake, £18 

Ilkeston. oontion of houses at Kirk Hallam 
estate: *Rice & Beck, Ltd., High-rd., Toton, 
Beeston, £74,107 (52) ; and *F. Perks & Son, Ltd., 
one dge-st., Long Eaton, £66,205 (48). 

pswich. —Additional ‘factory to Ransomes, Sims 
& "Weariee, Ltd., Orwell Works: *Cocksedge & Co., 
Ltd., builders, Greyfriars-rd. 

Lanarkshire.—P'ans in hand for new housin 
scheme for Newman’s area. Mr. Samuel MacColl 
(A.), County-chbrs., Beckford-st., Hamilton: *Mac- 
Cuiloch & Taylor, Ltd., Motherwell- Wishaw, £11,910. 

Leeds. Ambuiance "station at Saxton- la., for 
T.C,: *Pickard & Co., Dorrington-st., Leeds 2, 
£52150. ; 

Liandudno.—46 houses at Pengarth estate, for 
Housing Com.: *T. Alun Hughes, £65,366. 

London.—Conversion of 41-43, Eaton-sq. — flats. 


Arcirans is Raglan Squire, F.R.LB. A., Eaton- 
sq., S.W:1, and quantities by Davis, Belfield & 
Everest, 9, Asoley-pl., S.W.1: “Taylor Woodrow 


Construction, Ltd., 41, ‘Welbeck-st., 

London.—Canteen at Liverpool-st. hatha, for 
London Transport Executive: *R. F. King, 64, 
North-st., Romford. 

GLondon (Admiralty).—Particulars of contracts 
placed by Civil Engineer-in-Chief’s Dept., 
Admiralty :— 

Old Kilpatrick : Dredging, The Clyde Navigation 
Trust, 16, Robertson- st., Glasgow, C.2. Fareham and 
Fleetiands: Pitchmastic flooring, Durable Asphalte 
Co., L 14-17, Holborn-viaduct, London, E.C.1. 

London (Air Ministry). — Contracts placed by 
Directorate of Contracts to the value of £500 or 
over for week ended October 13:— 

Civil engineering: Farrans, Ltd., Dunmurry, 
Belfast; John Mowlem & Co., Ltd., London, S.W.1; 
Robt. M. Douglas (Cttrs.) ‘Ltd., Erdington, Bir- 
mingham. Resurfacing work: The Western Trinidad 
Lake Asphalt Co,, Ltd.. Cardiff. Building work: 
* Richmond & Sons, Retford, Notts; W. Foster 

& Sons, Grantham, Lines ; John Willmott & Sons 
(Hitchin), Ltd., Hitchin, Herts. Roofing services : 
Aygée, Lid., London, §.E.1. Painting work: W. C. 
Simpson & Son, Lid., Edinburgh, 12; Arnold Shar- 
rocks, Ltd., London, $.W.11, and Rochdale, Lancs. 

Heating installation services: Benham & Sons, 
Ltd., Bournemouth, Hants. ‘Insulating services : 
W. H. Heywood & 'Co., Ltd., Huddersfield, Yorks. 
Air-conditioning plant services: Supervents, Ltd., 
Sidcup By-Pass, Kent. General maintenance work: 
F. Parkinson, Ltd., Blackpool; A. J. Arnold, Ltd., 
Chelmsford. 

London (M.0.W.).—Contracts placed by M.O.W. 
for week ended October 6:— : 

London: Lambeth Bridge House, Interior arg 
ing, Alfred Bagnall, 141, Uxbridge-rd., 12. 
Glamorganshire : M.O.F. Industrial ILostel, Pencued, 
Adaptations, Wilson’s (Bridgend), Ltd., 70a, Nolton- 
st., Bridgend. Hampshire : Southampton, Erection 
of sea transport store, Higgs & Hill, Ltd., Crown 
Works, Sth. Lambeth-rd., S.W.8; W oolston, Exten- 
sion of telephone exchange, E. H. Burgess, Oak 


; wr. | Wiltshire : 
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Works, Augustine-rd., Northam, Northants; Hart- 
ley Row, _— of tele. repeater station, 
Crosby & Co., Lid., Lion Works, Farnham, Surrey. 


pee Rag N.A. B., ow, Adaptations for 
ottice accommodations, Jas. idlaw & Sons, Ltd., 
Ciydesdale Works, Dalmarnock Bridge, Rutherglen. 
Lancasutre; Oldham, Erection of tele, repeater 
station, James Hartley, Cobdenstree, Chadderton, 


O.dham ; M.H., Mosside Hospital, Maghull, Interior 
decorations, Pe & Rimmer, Lid., 71, London- 
rd., Southpo 

Norfotk : 


ot .O.F., Station-rd., Thetford, Erection 
of marston shedding, R. G. Carte r, Lid., Drayton, 
Norwich. Northumberland: Wall houses, ErectioD 
of tele. repeater station, J. & W. Lowry, 50, Cor- 
ration-st., Newcastie-on-Tyne. Nottinghamshire : 
.O.L. Industrial Hostel, Eastwood, laterior and 
exterior painting, V. G. Baldwin, 31, Elvaston-st., 
Nottingham. Staffordshire : The Hut 3; March-st., 
Hanley, Adaptations Geo. A. Poole, 37 37, Liverpool- rd., 
Newcastle, Stalls. Warwickshire: M.O.F., Arbury- 
rd., Nuneaton, Erection of marston shed, Wilson 
Lovatt & Sons, Ktd., Clarence-st., Wolverhampton; 
Min. Ag. & Fisheries; Experimental Farm, Ludding- 
ton, Erection of farm directors’ house and sewage 
works, J. F. Booth & Son, Ltd., 19/20, North Bar, 
Banbury, Oxon. 
London, S.W.1.—53 tu 56, Eaton-sq., S.W.1, are to 
be converted into flats. Architect is ‘Raglan’ Squire, 
F.R.1L.B.A., 39, Eaton-sq., 8.W.1, and quantity sur 
vevers are Davis, Belfield & Everest, 9, Asliley-pl., 
S8.W.1: “Taylor Woodrow Construction, Ltd., 41, 
Welbeck- st. 
G{London (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed 
by W.D. for week ended October 
Yorkshire : Roadwork, Tarslag, Ltd, Stock ton-on- 
Tees. Nottinghamshire : Painting and decorating, 
Warburton Bros., Barnsley. Sussez : Building wor 
Keith Andrew & Co., Lid., Worthing. Lancashire : 
Building work, B. G. Roberts & Kirkham. 
Denbighshire: Paintin and decorating, John 
Hughes (Contractors), Lid., Wrexham. 
Lancashire ; Electrical work, Clough Smith & Co., 
Ltd., Redhill. Cheshire: Concrete work, R. Costain 
& Sons Cavers Ltd., Liverpool 9, Salop : 
Miscellaneous, John Courley, Ltd.,. Manchester. 
Painting, A. Gilchrist & Sons, Glas- 
= work, Mathew James & 


ann Bie Painting and decorating, W. T. 
Pickering & Sons, Ltd.,.Watford Heath; painting 
and decorating, H. S. Long, Ltd., Poulton-Le-Fylde; 


Morayshire : 


ndon 


plumbing and pipet laying, Aldershot & District Gas 
Undertaking dershot; _ structural Steelwork, 
Dawnays, Sta. ee S.W.11; building work, 
Aubrey Bell, Ltd., Cockfosters. Warwickshire : 
mtg work, Kent & Sussex Contractors, Lid., 
idcup. 


Longnewton.—Pumping station for Tees Valley 
pa Board: *Tarslag, Ltd., Stockton-on-Tees, 
41,458, 
Mexborough. — Additional accommodation at 
Montagu Hospital, for Regional Hospi tal Board: 
*Frank Hasam, Ltd., Doncaster, £53.584 
Morecambe.—Six bungalows, at Cardiee -ave., for 
B.C.: *Wood & Brook, Ltd., King’s-cres., £8,9153 
four houses at Foxholes-rd.: *Wm. Gardner & Co., 
Back Byron-rd., £5,418, 

Newbi gin.— Erection of 12 houses at. -Spital 


estate, for U.D.C.: *Direct Labour. 
Newbury. — 78 houses Northfield-rd. site, 
Thatcham, Berks, for R.D.C, Eric G. V. Hives 


(L.), CounciPs A.. 3, Cork- -st., Reading, and quan- 
tities by Henry Cooper & Sons, 6, The Forbury, 
Reading. *Francis Bros. (Pease). Ltd., 11, 
Armonr-rd., Tilehurst, Reading, £121,1 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. —14 houses at Warwick Hall- 
walk: *J. T. Bell & Sons, 7, Northumberland-pl., 
Newcastle-on- Tyne. 

Northamptonshire.—Erection of P ag os health 
oe at aes Sei ae for C. Health Com. 
A. Harris County A., County Hall, 


eS orn ep = 

J. E. Lucas, Ltd., Moulton «-. £16,120 
William Sindall, ‘Cambridge te am eas 
Robert Marriott, Ltd., Rushden 


A. P. Lewis & Sons, Ltd., Burton Latimer 13°69 
W. E. Cockerill & Sons, “Northampton .- 13,000 
*wW. J. Richardson & Son, Northampton ... 12,290 
North Riding.—Erection of police houses > 
various towns, for C.C. County Architect is H. 
Knowles, County Hall, Northallerton: *D. 
Willoughby, East-rd., Northallerton, for houses at 
Crosby-rd., Northallerton: *Westwick & Co., Kirk- 
ate, Thirsk, for houses at Thirsk; and *J. 
"Malley, North- rd., Northallerton, for houses at 


Nuneaton. —Research laboratories and offices at 
Lindley, for Motor Industry Research Association: 
*W. J. Whittall & Son, Ltd., 132, Lancaster-st., 
Birmingham. 

Nuneaton.—24 hou nape at Marston estate; for 
T.C,: *F. Pallett, Ltd., Dugdale-st., £32,305. 

Reading.—186 houses, “hath -rd. estate, for’ C.B. 
C. H. A. Willett, L.R.LB.A., Boro’ 4. and quanti- 
ties by Henry Cooper & Sons, The Forbury, Read- 
ing: *J. T. Cook & Son, Ltd., 11/13, Holmes-rd., 
Earley, Reading, £239,872 

Redditch.—Improvements at casualty . depart- 
ment, and operating theatre at Smallwood 
Hospital: *J. & A. Brazier, Ltd., 170, Worcester- 
rd., Bromsgrove, £23,135. 

Renfrewshire.—New honses to be erected by the 
Scottish Specia! Housing rang te Ltd., at 
Pop!ar-ave., Bishopton. Mr. A. G. Sinclair (A), 15, 
Pa:merston- ‘pl. West’ End, Edinburgh. Excavation, 
brick and building works: *Grant & Burns, Lid., 
Glasgow, C.3. (ther contracts let.) 
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Scarborough.—Conversion of The Lodge into old 
pie’s home, for North Riding C.C.: “Sinclair & 
ns, Ltd., Commercial- st., £11,000. 








UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER BUILDERS 


FESTIVAL COMPETITION 
















A Public 
DISPLAY 


of all 


MODELS 


entered by Building Trade Apprentices and 
part-time Students in the London Area, will 
take place in the Conference Chamber, 


COUNTY HALL, S.E.1 


(By courtesy of the London County Council) 


Thursday, November 8th, 
1951, 


between 2 p.m. and 5 p.m. 
ADMISSION FREE 
The winning models will be shown on the 


Federation Stand at the Building Exhibition, 
Olympia, November 14th — 28th, 1951. 





THE BUILDER 


Shefheld.—Reinstatement of wardamaged Manor 
Community Centre: *Green Bros. (Dore), Ltd., 


14,330. 
Silksworth.—Medical centre at Silksworth Col- 
liery, for the Durham Coal Board: *Direct Labour. 
outhend-on-Sea.—Erection and completion of 
junior section of Temple Sutton prim. sch, at 
Eastern-ave., for B.C. Architect is W. F, Lewis 
Ball, A.R. 'B.A., and quantities by Widnell & 
Trotlope, Broadway, Westminster, §.W.1: *Hosking 
& a, (Essex), Ltd., Arterial-rd., Rayleigh, Essex, 


Sutton-in-Ashfield.—24 flats at Mansfield-rd. 
estate, for U.D.C.: *George Shipman & Sons, Ltd., 
Riddings, £29,429. 

Stockport.—40 houses and six flats at Houlds- 
worth estate, for T.C.: Geo. Wimpey & Co., 
London ; aah works hops building at sec. tech. 
sch. : *p, W. Sherratt, Ltd., Romiley. 

Stratford-on-Avon.—24 houses at Tanworth, for 
pe *C. E. Dyer, Haselor Hill, Alcester, 


Sutton Coldfield.—Four houses at Cottage-la., 
Minworth estate, for B.C.: *A. ¥. Meco 37, Han- 
sons Bridge-rd., Birmingham, £5, 
Sutton-in-Ashfield,—Eight ee m Mansfield-rd. 
estate, for U.D.C.: *William Brailsford, Sutton-in- 
Ashfield, £15,936. 

Tarvin.—10 houses at Hockenhill- ~ ar for R.D.C.: 
*A. Langford & Son, Tarvin, £13.1 

Tufnell Park.—13 flats at Burghley rd. and Oak- 
re rd., for St. Pancras B.C.: *Direct labour, 

Upholtand.—12 houses at Hi igheate estate, for 
U.DC.: *J. Gaffney & Son, L Wigan, £14,873. 
Wakefield. — Alterations’ and extensions to 
garages at police headquarters: *C. Brunt & Son, 
Castleford, £12,586 

Wallasey.—Fight houses at Site = for B.C.: 
*Wm. Thornton & Sons, Ltd., Liverpo 

ae ae of Leicester MButidings, for 
. : *T. Elvins & Sons, Ltd., Soho Hill, Birming- 
= 











STEEL- CRETE 


SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 
HAVE BANISHED ALL TROUBLES 
WITH OLD OR NEW 


FLOORS 


inspect one that has withstood 


HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 30 YEARS 


and consult 


STEEL-CRETE LTD. 


Savoy Genes, Aga 44.0 Strand, London, W.€.2 
TEMple Bar 5621 . 











Boyle's -.cz:.- Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION IN USE 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 


98, HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel.: LADbroke 2879 














October 19 1951 



















Watsall.—Houses for B.C. 33 at Kings Mead, 
mae oer site: *United Constguct 7. (Wal- 
> ilar Green-la., £43,300; 12 at Beddows- 

: OW. ag et 100, Birmingham- rd., ae 

“Wwateait. Pye ig at Tame Bridge, ‘tor wr &T. 
Avery, Ltd.: *Sir Alfred McAlpine & Sons, Ltd., 
Wolverhampton. 

West Hartlepool.—Modernisation and extension of 
ward block “A” at West-la. Roopa for New- 
castle Regional Hospital Board. F, Knighton, 
Board’s Chief A.: tJohn Proud, Ltd., York-rd., 
West Hartlepool, £45,300. 

West Hartlepool.— Erection of 116 houses at Rift 
House estate, for T.C. A. G. Sinelair, Boro’ A.: 
*Unity Structures, Ltd. 

West Hartlepool.—Erection of 250 houses at 
Owton Manor, fer T.C. Boro’ A. is A. G, Sinclair: 
*Watt Bros. (Builders), Ltd. (2): *C.'M. Yuill, 
Ltd. (50); *J. Proud, Lid. (8) ; Ne 3 Srotebouss. 
Ltd. (12); Mg é eae M i ae 
Ltd. (48); *T, A. on © *j. cel (aa 
Brazel] (West Hartlepool), Ltd ae, and *Bpaldia 
& Snaith (6). 

Wigan.—Eight houses at Haigh oe, for R.D.C.: 
*James Gaskell & Sons, Ltd., Orrell, £11,471. 

Wolverhampton.—Erection of proposed Rake 
Gate county infants’ school, for Sites and Build- 
ings Sub-Committee: *F. & E. V. Linford, Ltd., 
Cannock, £72,368 








BROADS 


POCKET DRAINAGE 
CATALOGUE 


a friend . 
in need 


BROAD & CO. LTD., PAODINGTON, W.2 








Ba 
THE ESSEX STEEL YA 
SCAFFOLDING C°L” 


y 


9, HIGH BEECH ROAD 
LOUGHTON ESSEX 


TEL: LOUGHTON 5022 


SALES,HIRE 


ERECTION 
CRADLES 











WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 
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General Offices: 








GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


BUILDERS »* CONTRACTORS 
AND 


Registered & Head Office 


61 BARTHOLOMEW CLOSE 
LONDON . 
Telephone: MONarch 7597-8 


CRAYFORD BRIDGE * CRAYFORD « KENT 


LIMITED 


ENGINEERS 


Bis 


Telephone: Bexley Heath 5651-4 
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